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City of Costa Mesa 
 
The intent of this meeting was to gain insights and collect feedback from local citizens and businesses 
along this important corridor.  The meeting was attended by about two dozen people.  Several 
residents and business owners provided a wide range of input and comment on the proposed 
improvement project.  Mayor Jim Righeimer and Council member Wendy Leece attended and added 
comments on the project proposals. 
 
Ms. Fariba Fazeli, Interim City Engineer, opened the meeting and spoke about the project’s history 
and planning status.  She invited those present to provide input on the proposed improvements and 
explained that the street improvements are preliminary.  She also brought forward that the project is 
only in the planning stage and that no funding for construction has been approved by City Council.  
She assisted in the presentation by answering questions and concerns posed by the audience.  Mr. 
Raja Sethuraman, City’s Transportation Services Manager, also assisted during the presentation 
answering questions and providing technical information. 
 
Mr. David Volz, David Volz Design, presented the project through a slide show of the proposed 19th 
Street Improvements.  He also referred to the wall display that depicted the planning elements. The 
project includes the 19th Street City’s right-of-way from Marina View Park near Park Crest Drive on the 
west to Newport Boulevard on the east.  Much of the planning and design was based upon the vision 
put forth in the 19th West Urban Plan, approved by City Council in 2006.  The project presented 
recognized the wider intent of the Urban Plan, encouragement of mixed use development, and a 
friendly street front environment with back of walk open air restaurants and plenty of pedestrian 
friendly spaces.  However, the City’s right-of-way along this corridor limits City improvements, usually 
to the back of the sidewalk; therefore the proposed project elements can only anticipate the full 
implementation of the 19th West Urban Plan. 
 
The proposed project includes beautification and landscaping of the corridor, with pedestrian 
improvements along the right-of-way and new medians and street improvements that do not interfere 
with traffic flow.  Three distinct sections of the 19th Street Corridor were reviewed. 
 
The western most section is the neighborhood district where there are several homes along the street.  
The proposed improvements in the district include new landscaped medians, street edge plantings, 
and a new roundabout proposed for Monrovia Avenue.  There are also proposed improvements at 
Marina View Park and at the crosswalks along this stretch of the project. 
 
The second area was the mid-district block from about Federal Avenue to Park Avenue.  This length 
includes mixed use developments, housing, public buildings, and commercial and restaurant 
businesses.  New landscaped medians and street edge plantings were proposed.  Some areas of 
screening of parked cars is planned. Also new curb pop-outs, pedestrian lighting, and cross walks 
were proposed to enhance street improvements completed several years ago.   
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The eastern area of the planned project focused on the Harbor Boulevard to Newport Boulevard 
stretch that includes a gateway monument at Newport, new and replanted street medians, and 
upgraded sidewalk and cross walks.  This is the Gateway District. 
 
The presentation covered these three planning districts and reviewed the proposed improvements 
along each leg of the project.  Simulations of the proposed improvements were shown.  The 
presentation included several question and answer exchanges with the attendees, as well as a 
general discussion of the project and the various proposed elements.  The following comments and 
insights were collected by city and the planning staff: 
 
 

1. Jaywalking along this corridor is a problem, especially in the mid-district area.  Fencing or 
barriers to discourage this practice should be considered.   

 
2. The palm trees shown on the plans, queen palms, are fairly small in comparison to large broad 

dome trees that could be included.  More green foliage should be considered for this planting 
scheme. 

 
3. Sidewalk lighting levels are important to the pedestrians along this street that is dark in several 

areas.  LED lights and increased light levels should be considered. 
 

4. The Whittier to Monrovia section includes more than 20 residences whose driveways open 
onto the street.  Traffic speeds, ingress and egress and a limiting of left and right turns could 
be problematic for these homes. 

 
5. Few residents were against the proposed turnabouts at the intersections of Whittier Avenue 

and Monrovia Avenue. 
 

6. Few residents were concerned about the length of the proposed raised medians limiting 
ingress and egress to their driveways. 

 
7. A resident requested the City to remove gum stains from the sidewalks.   

 
8. In general, the public was very supportive to implement improvements that would “green” the 

street.  They did, however, stress measures be taken to slow down traffic, possibly change the 
speed limit from 35 to 25 mph.   
 

9. Pedestrian lighting currently is not adequate. 
 

10. Water quality measures will be considered as the improvements progress. 
 
 
 
 


