





























CORRESPONDENCE

February 13, 2014 —
February 25, 2014



PENDLETON, SAWYER

Name:
Mike Harmanos

Give us your thoughts on the charter:

As promised, here is the article | mentioned in public comment at the last charter meeting.

http://www.whittierdailynews.com/government-and-politics/201402 11/la-mirada-committee-recommends-against-
bhecoming-charter-city

[ would like to point out the following quotes from the article:

Their six-page repecrt, which is expected to go to the City Council at its March 11 meeting, stated there was no
compelling reason to seek local control of municipal affairs beyond what is already granted to general law cities.

“There’s no advantage, whether with economic development or revenue to becoming a charter city,” said John Grotz,
the committee’s chairman.

When the City Council launched the effort in August, city officials said a charter would provide more local control and
allow it to provide subsidies to attract businesses to La Mirada.

However, since then the viewpoint has changed.

“When | came here | thought the charter city was the way to go,” said committee member John Lewis. “After rook:ng at
it, | came to the cenclusion it was not.”

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,
Mike Harmanos
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La Mirada committee recommends against becoming charter city

LA MIRADA >> A five-member citizen committee voted 5-0 Monday to recommend against
proceeding with a city charter.

Their six-page report, which is expected to go to the City Council at its March 11 meeting,
stated there was no compelling reason to seek local control of municipal affairs beyond what
is already granted to general law cities.

“There's no advantage, whether with economic development or revenue to becoming a
charter city,” said John Grotz, the committee’s chairman.

Grotz said he ferared that having a charter would be a negative for the city.

“When you’re looking at changing your form of government, it's not something you can
change back and forth,” he said. “Once you establish (the charter) you can't just get rid of it.”

Grotz said he also was worried about what happened in the city of Bell when a charter was
established and the salaries of officials were exempted from state caps.

When the City Council launched the effort in August, city officials said a charter would
provide more local control and aliow it to provide subsidies to attract businesses to La

Mirada.
However, since then the viewpoint has changed.

“When | came here | thought the charter city was the way to go,” said committee member
John Lewis. “After looking at it, | came to the conclusion it was not.”

Committee member Fred Latham credited the change to the presentation by City Attorney
James Markman.

Markman at the committee’s Jan. 13 meeting told the committee that charter and general
law cities have the authority to provide economic development subsidies.

He said La Mirada would not have an economic development advantage if it were to become
a charter city.

http://www.whittierdailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140211/la-mirada-committe... 2/20/2014
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“Essentiaily, he was saying to us that general law cities have the same law and authority to
create agreements with developers as a charter city does,” Latham said.

And in November, the City Council approved an agreement to provide furniture giant Living
Spaces with half the sales tax it produces up to $3 million over the next 10 years. City
officials said the agreement was necessary to keep the store from leaving town.

Another change was over the prevailing wage issue. Until this year, charter cities could
exempt themselves from state law requiring the payment of prevailing wages on public
works contracts.

However, a new law went into effect on Jan. 1 taking away that power from charter cities,
said Grotz.

URL: http://www.whittierdailynews.com/government-and-politics/20140211/la-mirada-
committee-recommends-against-becoming-charter-city
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