We, the people of the City of Costa Mesa, State of California believe fiscal responsibility,
transparency, and the prudent stewardship of public funds is essential for confidence in
government, that ethics and integrity are the foundation of public trust and that just
governance 1S built upon these values. Through enactment of this Charter as the
fundamental law of the City under the Constitution of the State of California, we do
hereby exercise the privilege of retaining for the citizens, the benefits of local
government, by enacting the laws, rules, regulations and procedures set forth herein
pertaining to the governance and operation of the City.

It is incumbent upon those who govern and make decisions for and on behalf of the City
to legally, as well as morally, abide by the provisions of this Charter, in its strictest sense,
in order to ensure the continued success and well-being of our fair City.

The City recognizes that without fiscal responsibility and prudent stewardship of public
funds, including the maintenance of substantial reserves, it cannot serve and protect the
interests of its Citizens. As such the City will hold these principles as its primary function
and obligation.
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CHARTER

OF THE
CITY OF COSTA MESA

Article L Incorporation and Powers.

Section 100. Name of City.

Section 102. Boundaries.

Section 104, Powers,
Article II. Form of Government.

Section 200. Form of Government and

Powers.

Article IIL. Elected Officers.
Section 300. Terms.
Section 302. Presiding Officer.
Section 304. Council Member Salary.
Section 306, incompatible offices.

Article IV,  Finance.
Section 400. Budget Reserves.

Article V.  Personnel.
Section 500. Retirement Benefits.
Section 502. Civic Openness In Negotiations.

Article VI.  Public Contracting.
Section 600. Public Contracting.
Section 602. Prevailing Wages.

Article VII.  Miscellaneous.
Section 700. Charter Review.
Section 702. Outsourcing.
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