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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  MAY 3, 2004 ITEM NUMBER:  

SUBJECT: REQUEST OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGARDING DOG 
EXERCISE AREA AT BALEARIC COMMUNITY CENTER/ESTANCIA PARK 

 
DATE: APRIL 7, 2004 
 
FROM:  ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT/RECREATION DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

JANA RANSOM, RECREATION MANAGER 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: MARK TAYLOR, MANAGEMENT ANALYST    754-5636 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Provide staff with direction if additional time should be spent researching and developing 
options for a dog exercise area at Balearic Community Center/Estancia Park. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
At the January 28, 2004, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, residents from the 
Mesa Verde West area requested a portion of the Balearic Community Center turf area be 
set aside for use as an “off leash” dog area for resident use only (Attachment1).    Staff 
researched the issue, provided an Information Item (Attachment 2) to Commission at the 
February meeting.  Commissioner Leece requested the item be agendized for discussion 
at the March 24, 2004 meeting, where staff presented a report (Attachment 2) and public 
comment was received. 
 

ANALYSIS:
 
Staff has spent approximately 4 hours researching and preparing reports for the Parks 
and Recreation Commission on the issue of a dog exercise area at Balearic Community 
Center/Estancia Park for resident use.  After receiving public comment, Commissioners 
discussed the issues raised in the report and Commissioner Leece volunteered to work 
with the residents and staff to begin additional research into alternatives to developing 
an area for their use.  During the discussion, staff discussed Council Policy 300-6, 
which limits staff research time on projects to 4 hours, unless additional time is 
authorized.  Staff is requesting Council review the issue presented and provide direction 
on if additional staff time should be spent on a dog exercise area at Balearic Community 
Center, as well as other alternatives. 
 
As noted in Attachment 3 (page 3), the recently completed and approved Open Space 
Master Plan of Parks and Recreation does not propose additional dog park elements at 
the Balearic/Estancia site, nor are additional dog park elements proposed for any 
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existing site in the City.  Any new element to an existing site would require Master Plan 
amendment, which would require Planning Commission review and approval. 
 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
No alternatives are proposed at this time as staff is requesting direction. 
 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
No fiscal review is necessary for this item. 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
No legal review is necessary for this item. 
 

CONCLUSION:
 
Staff has spent approximately 4 hours researching and preparing reports on resident’s 
request for a dog exercise area at Balearic Community Center/Estancia Park.  The Parks 
and Recreation Commission received the reports and public comment.  If additional staff 
time is to be allocated to this project, authorization must be received.  City Council is 
requested to provide staff with direction on if additional time should be spent researching 
and developing a dog exercise area at Balearic Community Center/Estancia Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
JANA M. RANSOM STEVEN E. HAYMAN 
  

Recreation Manager Administrative Services Director 
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