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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  MARCH 15, 2005 ITEM NUMBER:  ______ 

SUBJECT: BUDGET ADJUSTMENT FOR STORM DAMAGE EMERGENCY WORK 
 
DATE: MARCH 10, 2005 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT – ADMINISTRATION DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION BY: WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: DONNA THERIAULT, MANAGEMENT ANALYST 714-

754-5024 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve Budget Adjustment #05-069 in the amount of $118,000 for the Storm Damage 
Emergency Repair Work Projects.  

BACKGROUND: 
 
During the heavy rainstorms occurring from December 27, 2004 to January 11, 2005, 
significant rainfall in the City of Costa Mesa caused severe damage to various City 
facilities throughout the City. 
 
In January 2005, the Governor of California declared a state of emergency due to the 
heavy rainstorms and the damage incurred by several counties within Southern 
California from December 27, 2004 to January 11, 2005.   In addition, the President of 
the United States also declared a state of emergency for the same time period and for 
the same areas.  As a result of these declarations, Orange County and the local 
jurisdictions within the County are eligible to receive State and Federal Public 
Assistance Funds to make permanent repairs to damaged public areas.   This financial 
assistance is available under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act.  

ANALYSIS: 
 
JANUARY 2005 RAINSTORMS 
 
As a result of the January rainstorms, numerous City streets sustained erosion and 
potholes were created in almost all areas of the City.  In addition to the street damage, 
several storm drains became blocked with debris, resulting in emergency call outs to 
clear them to avoid localized flooding conditions. 
 
In addition to the storm damage sustained citywide, there were three locations that 
sustained site-specific damage.  These locations are described below: 
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1.  State Street Storm Drain Failure.  There is a City storm drain located in the street 
and a public storm drain easement adjacent to 2220 State Street.  The heavy rainfall 
caused the storm drain to collapse and several significant sinkholes to form.  The 
sinkhole in the street was temporarily repaired several weeks ago.  However, the most 
recent storm has caused further damage to the street, and it is currently blocked off 
near the sinkhole.  In addition, the recent storm caused instability in the slope at the 
back of the storm drain easement making it inaccessible to perform the repair work until 
the saturation in the area diminishes.  The permanent repairs are scheduled to start on 
March 3, 2005. 
 
2.  Albert Place Storm Drain Failure.  There is a City storm drain located in the street 
adjacent to 187 Albert Place.  The heavy rainfall caused the storm drain to collapse and 
a significant sinkhole to form.  The storm drain was required to be reconstructed in order 
to repair the sinkhole and the surrounding area permanently.  The work is approximately 
80 percent complete as of March 3, 2005.  The final repairs include incidental parkway 
concrete work and asphalt paving.  Staff is obtaining prices for the completion of these 
remaining items.  These items are scheduled to be complete by March 31, 2005.  
 
3.  Dorset Lane Storm Drain Repairs.  There is a City storm drain located at the south 
end of Dorset Lane that drains water from the shopping center at the northeast corner of 
Fairview Road and Baker Street.  The inlet became damaged during the storm, which 
allowed debris to accumulate inside the drain causing flooding to the shopping center 
property, threatening two electrical transformers.  Repair work to the storm drain is 
scheduled during the week of March 14, 2005.  This work includes repair of the inlet and 
the placement of new pipes to allow the drainage to flow properly again.  
 
In order to protect the City and public’s interests and to prevent further rainstorm 
damage, it was imperative that the initial damage mentioned above was addressed 
immediately.  The final repairs will permanently remedy the cause of damage at the 
subject locations.  
 
On each of the above locations, and because of the emergency nature of the work, staff 
contacted three contractors in order to obtain pricing to perform the repair work.  City 
staff prepared emergency justifications and prepared purchase requisitions based on 
the lowest labor and equipment quotes to reflect the rates that the City will be charged 
at force account for the work to be performed.   As mentioned earlier, both State and 
Federal officials have made emergency declarations that enable the City to apply for 
reimbursement of a majority of the repair work listed above.   
 
FEBRUARY 2005 RAINSTORMS 
 
A second rainstorm occurred from February 17 through February 22, 2005, causing 
significant runoff across and over-saturation in an earthen slope within Canyon Park 
(north of Whittier Avenue).  This event caused severe erosion and a portion of the slope 
to fail and slide down into the park area.  The condition of the remainder of the slope is 
so unstable that it is in danger of further erosion and landslide.  The estimated cost to 
stabilize the slope is $5,000, which will provide for measures to prevent further erosion 
of the slope and protect it from run-off.  Any subsequent work needed to permanently 
stabilize the slope will require additional funding which at this time has not been 
determined.  Staff will be monitoring the slope and once the scope of work and costs 
have been determined to make permanent repairs, staff will return to Council with the 
information and a request for additional funds.   
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As of March 1, 2005 there has been no State or Federal Declaration of Emergency for 
the second rainstorm period and therefore the City would not be eligible for 
reimbursement of the slope stabilization work.  However, it is possible that the incident 
period of the January rainstorms may be extended by OES and FEMA to include the 
February rainstorms.  If this occurs, the City will be eligible for reimbursement of the 
Canyon Park slope stabilization and future permanent repair work. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
No alternatives were considered, as the funds are needed to make the repairs that are 
required to protect the public health and safety.  The magnitude of the work required 
resources beyond the capability of the City’s work force and equipment.

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
A detail of the $118,000 estimated costs for the work to be performed is as follows: 
 
State Street - $65,000 
Albert Place - $43,000 
Dorset Lane - $5,000 
Canyon Park Slope - $5,000 
 
On Monday, February 28, 2005, staff met with representatives from the State Office of 
Emergency Services (OES) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
to review the City’s damages and discuss the process for the City to receive Public 
Assistance Funds.  OES and FEMA representatives stated that the City’s damages 
incurred during the first rainstorm incident period would be eligible for reimbursement.  
FEMA will reimburse the City for 75 percent of the repair cost with City funds paying the 
remaining 25 percent.  In addition, OES will reimburse the City for 75 percent of the 25 
percent City match.  This equates to the City receiving 75 percent reimbursement from 
FEMA, 18.75 percent reimbursement from OES and the City paying 6.25 percent of the 
repair costs.   
 
The attached budget adjustment (Attachment 1) will appropriate $113,000 from the 
General Fund undesignated balance into the Capital Outlay Fund for the Storm Damage 
Repair Projects (State, Albert & Dorset) and $5,000 for the Canyon Park Emergency 
Slope Repair Project ($118,000 total).  Based on the repair cost estimates, the City 
should be reimbursed $84,750 from FEMA and $21,187.50 from OES, with the 
remaining $7,062.50 being paid by the City.  It is unknown at this time if the $5,000 for 
the Canyon Park slope repair work is eligible for reimbursement. 
 
The City is also eligible to be reimbursed a pre-determined percentage (3%) for 
administrative costs and for staff time involved in the emergency call-out and permanent 
repair phases for the storm damage repair.  Any reimbursements received from FEMA 
or OES will be returned to the General Fund. 
 
 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
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The City’s Municipal Code allows staff to perform or contract for emergency repair work 
where public health and safety are a consideration, without benefit of the public bidding 
process.   

CONCLUSION:
 
As a result of heavy rainstorms, the City has sustained severe damage in several 
locations throughout the City.  A Budget Adjustment for $118,000 is needed to 
appropriate funds for the emergency repairs and to prevent further damage.  Staff is 
preparing the required documents for Federal and State Public Assistance Funds, which 
may reimburse the City for a majority of the repair costs.  
 
 
 
DONNA THERIAULT WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
Management Analyst Public Services Director 
 

 

 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
Director of Finance City Attorney 
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Storm Damage Emer gency Repair  BA 
Council Report 
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http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-03-15/03-15-05 Storm Damage Emergency Repair BA Attach.pdf

