
RESOLUTION NO. _____ 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA, IMPLEMENTING THE EMS 
SUBSCRIPTION PROGRAM AND APPROVING THE 
IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION PLAN 

 
 
 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COSTA MESA DOES HER

RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Costa Mesa, at the July 6, 2004

Council meeting, directed staff to proceed with development of the Emergency Me

Services Subscription Program; and 

WHEREAS, at the January 10, 2005 regular City Council Study Session the

ordinance and fee program were presented; and 

WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing on such Program was conducte

January 18, 2005, on March 15, 2005 and on April 19, 2005; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Costa Mesa has instituted an 

Fee and created an Emergency Medical Services Subscription Program to 

residents and Costa Mesa businesses to voluntarily pay an annual fee for rece

EMS responses for household members and employees without being billed for 

services; and 

WHEREAS, this City Council desires to implement the program and designa

the Director of Finance and the Fire Chief as joint administrators of the Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of C

Mesa, that the Emergency Medical Services Subscription Program is he

implemented, and the attached Implementation and Administration Program is appr

by the City Council. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Director or Finance and the Fire Chief 

shall be jointly responsible for administration of said Program, including approval for all 

marketing and advertising. The Director of Finance shall provide an annual report, 

including a full financial statement setting forth the financial status of the Program.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April, 2005. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________ 
Deputy City Clerk of the City of Costa Mesa Mayor of the City of Costa Mesa 
 
    APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 
 

___________________________ 
    City Attorney  
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )   ss 
CITY OF COSTA MESA ) 
 
 I, JULIE FOLCIK, Deputy City Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the City Council of the 
City of Costa Mesa, hereby certify that the above and foregoing Resolution 
No.__________ was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the said City Council at 
a regular meeting thereof held on the 20th day of April, 2005, by the following roll call 
vote: 
 

AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 

 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of 
the City of Costa Mesa this 20th day of April, 2005. 
 

 
__________________________________ 
Deputy  City  Clerk  and ex-officio Clerk of 
the City Council of the City of Costa Mesa 
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CITY OF COSTA MESA 
 

EMS SUBSCRIPTION PROGRAM  
 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
 

April 19, 2005 
 

 
I. INTRODUCTION  
 

A. GENESIS – In response to rising health care costs and the recent California budget crisis, the City of 
Costa Mesa developed the Emergency Medical Services Subscription Program (EMSSP) to help protect 
families financially in the event of a medical emergency, while simultaneously generating revenue for 
the City to help offset the costs of providing services such as Fire Department paramedics. 

 
B. BENEFITS – To help offset the costs of providing Emergency Medical Services (EMS), the Fire 

Department charges a fee in the amount of $300 for each response.     
 
As an alternative to paying this fee, an EMS Subscription Program is also offered at an annual cost of 
$36 for most membership categories. Subscription program members pay only $36 per year and, 
should they ever need to call 911 for paramedics, they will not be required to pay any out-of-pocket 
expenses to cover the Fire Department fee (the City will accept whatever the member’s insurance 
company pays as payment in full, or, if the member has no medical insurance, the fee is waived).   
Note: Ambulance costs are not covered. 

 
II. MEMBERSHIPS – Membership in the EMSSP is purely voluntary. 
 
 The membership categories and annual subscription fees set forth below are proposed for Program 
Implementation.  The membership categories, eligibility criteria, and membership rates may be changed from time 
to time by Resolution of the City Council. 
 
 A. HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIP  
  1. Cost – $36/year. 
  2. Eligibility – Costa Mesa homeowner or renter. 
  3. Persons Covered – All permanent residents of the household are covered, anywhere 

within city 
limits.   Guests of the homeowner/renter are covered while they are in the member’s 
home.*   

 
 B. BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP 

1. Cost – $36/year for the first 10 employees, plus $36 for each additional group of 10 
employees or portion thereof. 

2. Eligibility – Costa Mesa business owner. 
3. Persons Covered – Employees of the business while they are within city limits and acting 

within the scope of their employment.* 
 
 C. INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 
  1. Cost – $36/year. 
  2. Eligibility – Any person. 
  3. Person Covered – Only the enrollee, anywhere within city limits.* 
 
 D. GROUP HOME/RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY MEMBERSHIP  
  1. Cost - $36/year for first ten employees 
   $36/year for each additional 10 employees or portion thereof 
   $36/year for first ten residents 
   $3/year for each additional resident 
  2.   Eligibility – Group Home or Residential Care Facility 

3.  Persons Covered – Employees and residents included in the membership. No guests or 
vendors  are included unless they have their own membership. 

 
 E. FINANCIAL HARDSHIP MEMBERSHIP 
  1. Cost – $12/year. 

2. Eligibility – Costa Mesa resident/household whose annual income qualifies under the 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Neighborhood Enhancement Program in effect at 
the time of application for enrollment.  A Statement of Eligibility is required to qualify for 
the reduced rate of $12.00 per year 

3. Persons Covered – The enrollee, and all permanent residents of the enrollee’s household 
who are  relatives of the enrollee, anywhere within city limits.* 
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III. ENROLLMENT – Membership becomes active upon receipt of application and payment by the Costa Mesa 

Finance Department.   Membership may not be used retroactively; it only applies to incidents that occur 
after membership activation. 

 
A. TIME PERIODS 
 

1. SUBSCRIPTION PERIOD – July 1 to June 30.   
2. ENROLLMENT PERIOD – Persons may enroll at any point throughout the fiscal year. 
3. PRORATION OF SUBSCRIPTION FEE FOR INITIAL PERIOD UPON ENROLLMENT – The 

subscription fee shall be prorated based upon each quarter or un-expired portion thereof 
according to when the payment is received.  For example: 
a. $36 – Payment received during July-September. 
b. $27 – Payment received during October-December. 
c. $18 – Payment received during January-March. 
d. $  9 – Payment received during April – June. 

4. Persons may not enroll during April-June for the April-June period alone. Those wishing 
to enroll during this quarter must also pay for the next fiscal year’s subscription fee (the 
total due would therefore be $45 under the initial fee schedule). 

 
 B. APPLICATION & PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 

1. IN PERSON – Bring application and payment to: Costa Mesa Finance Department, 77 Fair 
Drive, Costa Mesa, California, 92626. 

 
2. INTERNET – Complete application online and pay by credit card: (INSERT WEB ADDRESS 

HERE) 
 
3. MAIL – Mail application and payment to: EMS Subscription Program, Costa Mesa Finance 

Department, P.O. Box 1200, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. 
 
  * Checks should be payable to: “Costa Mesa EMSSP” 
    
IV. BILLING PROCEDURE  
 

1. Finance Department receives application and payment. 
 
2. Finance Department puts applicant’s name and address on master electronic list. 

 
3. Finance Department e-mails Schaefer Ambulance Service (SAS) updated master list as 

necessary. 
 

4. For each patient that SAS is preparing to bill, SAS will first check to see if the mailing 
address on the Prehospital Care Report is on the master list.   If it is, then SAS will bill 
the member’s insurance, if applicable.   SAS will accept whatever the member’s 
insurance company pays as payment in full.  No Fire Department fees will be billed to the 
patient directly.  If a person covered by a membership does not have any medical 
insurance, SAS will exclude all Fire Department fees from the bill, and will only bill the 
member for ambulance-related costs. 

 
5. In the event that a member inadvertently gets billed a Fire Department fee, the member 

may call Schaefer Ambulance Service at (323) 468-1615 to have the bill corrected. 
   

 


