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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 5, 2005 ITEM NUMBER:  

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR “RESIDENT ONLY” PARKING RESTRICTION ON WALNUT STREET 
BETWEEN ORANGE AVENUE AND WESTMINSTER AVENUE 

 
DATE: MARCH 17, 2005 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT – TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION BY: WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PETER NAGHAVI, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

MANAGER – (714) 754-5182 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 

1. Deny an initial request to implement a “resident only” permit parking program on 
Walnut Street between Orange Avenue and Westminster Avenue.  A map of the 
area is attached. (Attachment 1). 

2. If the original petition requesting “resident only “ permit parking is approved for the 
above street segment, adopt the attached resolution.  (Attachment 2).   

 

BACKGROUND: 
 
At their meeting of February 22, 2005, the City Council received a staff report 
(Attachment 3), and considered a petition submitted by residents of Walnut Street 
between Orange Avenue and Westminster Avenue, requesting the implementation of a 
“resident only” parking restriction.  The petition represented 9 out of a total of 13 
households that may be directly affected by the parking restriction.  The petition cited 
concerns regarding reduced on-street parking availability during activities at the St. 
Joachim Catholic Church/School.   
 
As a result of considerable public testimony regarding the parking restriction, the City 
Council directed staff to further review the conditions of approval for the current 
construction at the Church and to provide a report to the City Council at their meeting of 
April 5, 2005.  The Council further requested that the Church representative meet with 
residents of the affected street and prepare a plan to resolve the residents concerns.  
The City staff was directed to assist both sides to achieve this goal. 
 

ANALYSIS:
 
The Transportation staff together with the Planning staff have reviewed the approved 
conditions for the expansion of the St. Joachim Church.  These conditions require the 
Church to make available the playing field as the overflow parking during services.  This 
overflow parking is already available for use.  No other extra parking is required as a 
result of the expansion. 
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Since the February 22 City Council meeting, the Transportation Services Division staff 
has met with the representative of St. Joachim Catholic Church/School to discuss 
parking conditions on Walnut Street and on the Church property.  In addition, the 
Transportation Services Manager and the Church representative met with the residents 
of Walnut Street to discuss these issues.  
 
As a result of these meetings, it was agreed that the Church will undertake the following 
steps to reduce parking impact on the surrounding streets: 
 

• Use the Church's weekly newsletter to encourage parishioners to use the parking 
lot and to be good neighbors in the community.   

• Mention at each service additional encouragement to use the parking lot.   
• Place trash containers near entrances to Church property to minimize trash 

accumulation in the street, sidewalks, and parkways.   
• Set out signs at driveway entrances prior to services stating "Church Parking" 

with an arrow to encourage parishioners to use the parking lot.   
• Station volunteers at parking lot entrances and within the lot to assist drivers in 

locating parking spaces.   
• Designate special “family” spaces near the main Church building to encourage 

families with small children to use the parking lot and minimize walking distances.   
 
The above changes directly respond to residents concerns and have the potential to 
positively influence parking on Walnut Street as well as adjacent streets in the 
neighborhood. Accordingly, a majority of the affected residents have now reversed their 
position of the initial petition where they had supported the implementation of a 
“resident only” permit parking program. 
 
On March 7, 2005 a second petition was therefore, submitted by residents strongly 
opposing the request for “resident only” permit parking on Walnut Street (Attachment 
4). This petition represents 10 out of the total of 13 households on the affected street 
segment and includes 6 of the original 9 who signed the first petition. 
   

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
An alternative to the residents’ latest petition would be to approve a “resident only” 
permit parking restriction or other time limit parking restriction for this street segment.  
This restriction is not recommended, as the majority of residents do not support any 
type of parking restriction at this time. 
 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
There is no fiscal impact related to the recommended action.  If “resident only” permit 
parking or any other type of parking restriction is however, approved, the cost to 
manufacture and install signs on this segment of Walnut Street is estimated to be 
approximately $500.  If authorized, funds are available through the existing traffic 
maintenance account for this purpose.   
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LEGAL REVIEW:
 
The office of the City Attorney has reviewed and approved the attached resolution as to 
form and content.   
 

CONCLUSION:
 
While a staff survey has confirmed that the use of this street segment by the visitors to 
the St. Joachim Catholic Church meets the Council Adopted criteria (Sundays only), 
subsequent meetings as directed by Council, between City staff, Church 
representatives, and residents have concluded positive outcome.  An overall plan will be 
implemented by the Church to alleviate residents concerns regarding parking impacts.  
As a result, a new petition was recently received from residents of Walnut Street 
between Orange Avenue and Westminster Avenue reversing the original petition 
requesting the implementation of a “resident only” parking restriction.  Therefore, due 
to the residents’ latest petition, no further action is recommended.   
 
 
 
 
 
PETER NAGHAVI WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
  

Transportation Services Manager Director of Public Services 
 

 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

City Manager 
City Attorney 
Deputy City Clerk 
Director of Finance 
Deputy City Manager – Development Services Director 
Director of Public Services 
Staff 
File 
 
 
 

1. Area Map 
2. Resolution 
3. February 22, 2005 Staff Report 
4. New Petition 
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