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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  JULY 5, 2005                                    ITEM NUMBER:   

SUBJECT: FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ORANGE 
AND THE CITY OF COSTA MESA FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF UNIFIED PROGRAM 
ELEMENTS 

 
DATE: JUNE 6, 2005 
 
FROM:  FIRE DEPARTMENT/ PREVENTION DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: THOMAS R. MACDUFF, FIRE MARSHAL 

 (714) 327-7404 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that City Council authorize the City Manager to sign an amended 
agreement between the County of Orange and the City of Costa Mesa for 
implementation of hazardous material program elements. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Orange County Health Care Agency (HCA) is designated as the Certified Unified 
Program Agency (CUPA) for six hazardous materials program elements within Orange 
County. The Costa Mesa Fire Department (CMF) currently manages three of the programs 
as a Participating Agency (PA). This arrangement was approved by City Council at the 
June 2, 1997, City Council meeting and was approved by the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors on June 24, 1997. 
The program elements currently administered by the HCA are:  

• Hazardous Waste Generator Program 
• Aboveground Storage Tank Program Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure 

Plan requirements 
• Underground Storage Tank Program 

The program elements currently administered by the CMFD are: 
• Hazardous Material Release Response Plans and Inventory Program 
• California Accidental Release Prevention Plan Program (CalARP)  
• Hazardous Material Management Plan and Hazardous Materials Inventory 

Statement requirements 
The CMFD would like to retain administration on two of the program elements and turn 
over administration of the CalARP to HCA. 
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ANALYSIS 
 
The CalARP program was initiated after a major hazardous materials release that killed 
and injured thousands in Bhopal, India. It requires businesses that store or handle 
extremely hazardous materials over threshold quantities to formulate an Accidental 
Release Prevention Plan. The City of Costa Mesa currently has only one such business, 
which is in compliance with the program. 
 
Beginning last year, laws governing the CalARP program require the agency administering 
CalARP to meet certain training standards, which Costa Mesa Fire Department staff do not 
meet. HCA has employees that meet the training standards and they have offered to 
administer our program. They currently administer the program for all Orange County cities 
with the exception of Anaheim and Costa Mesa.  
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
The only alternative is to send an employee to specific training, which would not be cost 
effective for only one business.   
 
FISCAL REVIEW 
 
This program does not generate any money and retention of the program will cost 
money.  
 
LEGAL AND RISK MANAGEMENT REVIEW 
 
All contracts have been reviewed by the City Attorney and "approved as to form.”  
 
 
THOMAS R. MACDUFF JAMES M. ELLIS 
  

Fire Marshal Fire Chief 
 

 

 
 
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
  

Director of Finance City Attorney 
 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION: City Attorney 

Director of Finance 
City Clerk (2) 
Fire Chief 
Fire Marshal 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 
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AMENDED AGREEMENT 
ORIGINAL AGREEMENT 
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