
City of Costa Mesa 
 
City Council Meeting 
 
Service Request Follow-up 
Meeting Date:  June 7, 2005 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Bruce A. Hartley, Maintenance Services Manager 
 
DATE:  June 16, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: Response to Request #R-060705-3:  Follow Up – Status of West Side 

Police Substation Repairs  
 
During the ‘Public Comments’ portion of the City Council Meeting of June 7, 2005, Ms. 
Beth Refakes, 320 Magnolia Avenue, Costa Mesa addressed the Council regarding the 
status of the repairs at the West Side Police Substation (WSS).  Ms. Refakes expressed 
concern that the building would not be available for an annual pancake breakfast.  Ms. 
Refakes also mentioned she recollected the City Council had authorized funding for 
repairs to the West Side Police Substation and requested an update. 
 
In January 2005 the City contracted with Healthy Buildings International (HBI) to 
conduct indoor air quality testing of the West Side Police Substation, 567 west 18th 
Street.  Due to a failing roof, and subsequent water intrusion into the building, the entire 
facility was evaluated for possible mold or other airborne contaminants.  The indoor air 
quality report was prepared by HBI and submitted to the City in February 2005.  The 
report stated that the overall air quality in the building was good, with some isolated 
areas that have mold growth due to water intrusion. At that time the building was 
vacated to allow for abatement and other activities to proceed. Police operations were 
established in two temporary office trailers next to the WSS, and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW), Amvets and American Legion groups were offered a room at the 
NCC to have meetings.  The NCC was utilized to some extent.  However, when offered 
the facility for a pancake breakfast, the representative from the VFW declined, stating 
the he would be out of town during the holiday weekend this year and that the group 
was not planning on coordinating the event.  
 
Current Project Status 
 
Quotes were received from qualified mold abatement contractors to address the specific 
areas outlined in the report as being of concern.  However, due to the intrusive nature of 
the mold remediation work that was planned, the building would need to be evaluated 
for lead based paint and asbestos, prior to any work being performed.  The lead based 
paint and asbestos evaluation was completed recently.  Areas containing lead based 
paint and asbestos were identified.  Currently, staff from Maintenance Services and 
Risk Management are evaluating the information contained in the reports to determine if 
lead and asbestos abatement must be performed prior to mold remediation and if so, to 



what extent.  The cost of the lead and asbestos abatement has not been determined at 
this time.   
 
Currently, the City Council has not been asked to authorize any expenditures for work 
on the West Side Police Substation.  All necessary work to date has been coordinated 
by staff from Administrative Services and Maintenance Services, with direction as 
needed from the City Manager’s Office.   
 
At this time, it is anticipated the building will likely be closed for approximately three to 
six months, but it is too early in the project to make a reliable estimate of the time 
necessary to perform repairs, as the extent of the work required is still unknown.   
 
 
 
 
C: Ms. Beth Refakes 

320 Magnolia Avenue 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

 
 
Allan Roeder, City Manager 
Steve Hayman, Assistant City Manager 
William J. Morris, Public Services Director 
Steven Mandoki, Administrative Services Director 
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