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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  July 5, 2005                        ITEM NUMBER:  Item Number 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION ON MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES 
 
DATE: JUNE 23, 2005   
 
FROM:  CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

ANN C. SHULTZ/LESIGLATIVE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS MANAGER 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ANN C. SHULTZ, (714) 754-5667 
 
 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt a Resolution requesting that the League of California Cities 
work to resolve inconsistencies in state and federal law pertaining to medical marijuana 
dispensaries.       
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
At the Council Meeting of June 21, 2005, Council Members Dixon and Foley asked that 
a Resolution requesting the League’s assistance in resolving inconsistencies in the law 
pertaining to medical marijuana dispensaries be brought back to the Council for 
adoption.  The City Council subsequently voted to support that request 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
In 1996, California voters approved Proposition 215 that ensures that seriously ill 
Californians have the right to obtain and use marijuana for medical purposes when 
recommended by a physician.  Proposition 215 also allows for the use of marijuana for 
personal medical purposes. 
 
However, on June 6, 2005, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the federal 
government has the right to prohibit cultivation and possession of marijuana for personal 
medical use, regardless of state laws that may allow it. 
 
On June 21, 2005, based on the United States Supreme Court decision, the City 
Council approved an Ordinance to prohibit the establishment of medical marijuana 
dispensaries in Costa Mesa. 
 
However, based on their concerns about the inconsistencies between state and federal 
law, the Council requested that staff bring back a Resolution requesting that the League 
work through the proper legal channels to resolve the contradiction. 
 



2 

Should the Council adopt the Resolution, it will be forwarded to the League of California 
Cities for their review and action. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
Do not adopt the Resolution. 
 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
No fiscal review is required for this item. 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
No legal review is required for this item. 
 

CONCLUSION:
 
The City Council must determine whether to adopt the Resolution pertaining to medical 
marijuana dispensaries.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANN C. SHULTZ STEVEN E. HAYMAN 
  

LEGISLATIVE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
MANAGER  

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION: League of California Cities, Orange 

County Division 
 
League of California Cities 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 Resolution  
   
 
 
Council Agenda Report on Marijuana 
Resolution 

June 23, 2005 1:16 pm 

 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-07-05/Attachment 1 Resolution for Medical Marijuana Dispensaries (7-5-05).pdf
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