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Lzar Mr, Roeder,

A Lop priorily of the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries is to addesss the shertfall in
public library facilities in ur city. The long-term goal is to boild 2 Central Library that
will meet community needs at a level comparable Lo our peer cities. In the meantime, the
Fricnds will mitigate the facility shortfall by strengthening its bookstors operations (o
gznerat: funds that will supplement activities at our cxisting Branch Libraries.

Expanding The Friends Bookslore cannot be accomplished within the alveady limited
library spuace, so we contacted the Newporl-Mesa Unified School District regarding the
availahility of a surplus portuble building (relocateble classroom) that might be availablz
to purchase. The prices quoted made it appear that we would have o consider other
aptions,

A subseguent cell from the seperintendent of the school disteict put us back on track, The
district considered our communily service and dacided we conld purchase a portable
hnilding for $1. Wow! What a gift to the Friends! The 960 square fool building meets
ilding codes - it is fully clecmified, has an air conditioner, heater and insulation, is
carthquake protected snd ADA compliant. Al we need do is ansport the building from
Kaiser Elementary School to the Mesa Verde Library site. Irmunediately, discussions

cgan with city staff as well as Counly Librarian John Adams to Investigats where and
how we could do this,

While maving the building is nur responsibilily, the cost is much higher than cxpected
(57,5060, Also, we are faced with the application fze for a Minor Conditional Use Permit
(5803), To help get this project off o e strong start, The Friends requests the City of
Costa Mesa to hecome a partner as follows:

1. The School Diztrict donates the building {value $30,000).

2. The City donates the $7.500 moving and set-up expenss and the 5805 Minor CUI
applization fee.

3. The Friends donate inlerior Tuenishings, menthly operating expenses and provide
volenteers to operate the bockstore for the sole benefit of the Costa Mesa Public
Librarics.




Here are more reasons for the City to bevome a partnet in this operation;

I, The City is considering nsing similar buildings a1 Fairview Park 1o howse some looat
organizations. The Friznds Beokstore would prove (he concepl.

2. When the Central Library is built and the main ook selling sctivitics arc shified o
thar library, the partable building would be available to move to Fairview Park.

Will the City become u partner in this operation” We think it iz a win-win siteation for
gveryone and hope your answer is “Yes,” The school distriet requires us to move the
building not later than July 1, 2003, Please don™t hesitate to call me if vou have any
qum;lmn_s_

W want o thank vou for all the considerstions you have given the Friends of the Costa
Mesa Libranies. Pulling together has really heen muking & differcnce.

Meos §(3%,4/ Yoo )
Mary Fllen Goddard

President,

Fricnds of the Costa Mess Librarics

2901 Palan Pl
Cozta Mesa, CA 92626
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