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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  July 5, 2005  ITEM NUMBER:  Item Number 

SUBJECT: REIMBURSEMENT OF PLANNING FEE & REQUEST FOR DONATION OF $7,500 
FOR MOVING EXPENSE OF FUTURE BOOKSTORE BUILDING FROM FRIENDS 
OF THE COSTA MESA LIBRARIES 

 
DATE: JUNE 23, 2005 
 
FROM:  City Manager’s Office 
 
PRESENTATION BY: CAROL C. PROCTOR, MANAGEMENT ANALYST 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Carol C. Proctor at (714) 754-5688 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council consider whether to: 
 

1. Reimburse the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries the Minor Conditional Use 
Permit Planning Fee of $805.00; and 

 
2. Donate $7,500.00 to the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries to cover moving 

and set-up costs for the future Friends Bookstore building. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries (Friends) have been operating a bookstore from 
the Mesa Verde Branch Library for many years.  Funds from the bookstore operations will 
be used toward the future goal of building a central library.  At this time, the Friends are in 
dire need of bookstore space.  The opportunity of securing a 960 sq. ft. portable building 
for $1 from the Newport-Mesa Unified School District recently presented itself.   
 
A Minor Conditional Use Permit application request by the Friends to allow the temporary 
building was approved by the City’s Zoning Administrator on June 23, 2005 (see 
Attachment 1).  At the time this report (ZA-05-29) was prepared and submitted, no appeal 
had been filed on this decision; the 7-day appeal period expires on June 30, 2005.  The 
Planning Division processing fee for a minor conditional use permit is currently $805.00.  
The Friends are requesting the City reimburse them this fee.   
 
Additionally, there is a $7,500 projected cost associated with moving and installing the 
portable building from its current location at Kaiser Elementary School to the Mesa Verde 
Library site.  The Friends are requesting that the City donate the $7,500 to cover the 
relocation and installation costs.  The Friends would oversee the actual relocation. 
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ANALYSIS:
 
In their letter of May 31, 2005 (Attachment 2), the Friends asked the City to consider 
partnering with them so that long range goals of each organization can be realized:  (a) the 
design and construction of a central library in Costa Mesa at Civic Center Park; and (b) a 
museum/multi-purpose building at Fairview Park per its adopted Master Plan.  By having 
the City donate the funds to cover the moving expenses and reimbursement of the minor 
conditional use permit fee, the Friends would not have to use funds earmarked for the 
future library.  The library is to include a bookstore.  Once built, the Friends would donate 
the portable building to the City for use at Fairview Park.  It is anticipated that this 
transaction would occur around 2015. 
 
The amount requested by the Friends totals $8,305.00.  These funds were not included in 
the FY 2005-06 budget (please see Fiscal Review for additional information). 
 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 

1. Do not reimburse the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries for the minor 
conditional use permit and for anticipated building moving/installation costs. 

2. Reimburse the Friends on the $805 minor conditional use permit fee only. 
3. Reimburse the Friends on a portion of the $805 minor conditional use permit fee. 
4. Donate $7,500 for building moving costs to the Friends only. 
5. Donate a portion of the $7,500 moving costs to the Friends. 

 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
The proposed donation of $8,305 to the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries for the 
reimbursement of moving expenses and conditional use permit planning fee were not 
included in the newly adopted 2005/06 budget. In order for the City to provide this 
donation, monies designated for another program or project would need to be reduced to 
provide funding or be appropriated from undesignated fund balance. 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
The fee waiver/reimbursement and grant request may legally be approved so long as the 
Council determines that there is a public purpose for the expenditure of public funds.  In 
the opinion of the City Attorney, the requested reimbursement and donation would serve a 
valid public purpose.  However, should either the fee waiver/reimbursement or the 
donation be granted, then the relocation of the portable will be considered a public work 
since it will be paid for in whole or in part by public funds.  This would require that the 
contract between the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries and the moving contractor 
include a prevailing wage provision.  The Friends have been advised of this requirement 
should either of their requests be granted.  Attachment 3 is a letter from Silver Creek 
Industries, Inc., the building mover, to Dan Worthington of the Friends, advising the 
company and its subcontractors will pay prevailing wages for covered work. 
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CONCLUSION:
 
Based on the preceding, City Council must decide whether to partner with the Friends of 
the Costa Mesa Libraries and grant their requests in total, in part, or deny the requests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CAROL C. PROCTOR STEVEN E. HAYMAN 
  

MANAGEMENT ANALYST Assistant City Manager 
 

 

 
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
  

Director of Finance 
 

City Attorney 
 
DISTRIBUTION: City Manager 

Assistant City Manager 
Finance Director 
City Attorney 
Development Services Director 
Public Services Director 
Legislative & Public Affairs Manager 
Recreation Manager 
 
Mary Ellen Goddard, President 
Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries 
2901 Palau Place 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
 
Dan Worthington 
Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries 
2963 Mindanao Drive 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
 
John Adams 
County Librarian 
1501 East St. Andrews Place 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 

2 
3 

Minor Conditional Use Permit Application & Approval Letter 
Letter of May 31, 2005 from the Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries 
Letter from Silver Creek Industries Re Paying Prevailing Wages 

 
 
File Name FriendsCMLib-Fees Rpt 7-05 Date6-23-05 Time 10 am 
 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-07-05/Attachment 1 Library.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-07-05/Attachment 2 Library.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-07-05/Attachment 3 Library.pdf
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