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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
Resident Status 
Resident status is defined as groups or organizations with at least 90% or more Costa Mesa 
residents.  Team rosters and/or individual participant utility bills/photo ID may be required by City 
staff to verify residency status. 

 
Youth Status 
Youth status is defined as persons 19 years of age or under. 
 
Non-Profit Status (501 3c) 
To qualify as a Non-Profit user, the organization must meet all criteria. The organization must be 
registered as a not-for-profit corporation with the State of California, or if not registered with the 
State, must have a constitution, bylaws or mission statement which clearly state the objectives 
of the organization are of a non-profit, non-commercial nature. Visit www.irs.gov for additional 
information on Non-profit Status (501 3c). 
 
The organization must be comprised of volunteers, 90% of which must be Costa Mesa 
residents.  The organization must submit the following: 
 

1. If incorporated, submit State Incorporation papers and bylaws; if not incorporated, submit 
constitution and bylaws or mission statement. 

2. Current financial statement. 
3. Roster of Officers 
4. List of persons authorized to make reservations for your organization. 

 
CITY AND SCHOOL ATHLETIC FIELDS/FACILITIES 
Neighborhood and community parks and Newport Mesa Unified School District schools, pools 
and gyms in Costa Mesa that have athletic field and facility space designated in their design are 
available for use.  Due to the limited number of fields and facilities available, the Administrative 
Services Department and Field/Facilities Use and Allocation Committee have established a 
priority use. 
 
Priority Group Qualification:  Group 1-6  
Priority use of fields/facilities will be allocated as follows:   
 
Group 1:  City sponsored or co-sponsored events.  Recreation Division youth or adult athletic 
programs or leagues.  Non-profit or not for profit organizations who meet all the following 
requirements:  Partner with the City; have at least 90% residents; have open registration 
regardless of skill level; and provide an “everyone plays” philosophy. 
 
Group 2:  Newport Mesa Unified School District related programs.  NMUSD has priority at 
NMUSD sites prior to 4:00 p.m. on weekdays when school is in session. 
 
Group 3:  Youth programs, organizations or events with at least 51% Costa Mesa residents. 
 
Group 4:  Adult programs, organizations or events with at least 90% Costa Mesa residents. 
 
Group 5:  Youth programs, organizations or events with less than 51% Costa Mesa residents. 
 
Group 6:  Adult programs, organizations or events with less than 90% Costa Mesa residents. 
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