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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  July 19, 2005                                  ITEM NUMBER:   

SUBJECT: FAIRVIEW PARK BICYCLE-PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE - CITY PROJECT NO. 05-17 
 
DATE: JULY 8, 2005 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION BY: ERNESTO MUNOZ, CITY ENGINEER 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ERNESTO MUNOZ, CITY ENGINEER, (714) 754-5343 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. Approve Budget Adjustment No. 05-109 (Attachment 1) in the amount of $457,986. 

 
2. Waive the minor irregularities in the bid submitted by Sol Construction, Inc., and award a 

construction contract to Sol Construction, Inc., 231 E. Alessandro Boulevard, #A405, 
Riverside, CA 92508, in the amount of $578,899 (base bid only). 

 
3. Authorize the Mayor and the Deputy City Clerk to execute the Public Works Agreement. 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Fairview Park Master Plan (FPMP) was originally approved in March of 1998 and was 
revised in February 2001, and again in November 2002.  The Master Plan includes the 
construction of a pedestrian/bicycle bridge over Placentia Avenue to connect the east and west 
portions of the park.  Also included in the Master Plan is the construction of trails for bicyclists 
and pedestrians. 
 
A section of the proposed bike trail system has recently been completed. This portion is within 
Fairview Park planning areas “E” and “H” and includes an eight-foot wide colored concrete bike 
path and a four-foot wide decomposed granite pedestrian path.  This project terminates at the 
beginning of the ramps leading to the proposed bridge. 
 
The construction of this bridge would allow connection to the newly constructed multipurpose 
trail on both sides of the park.  The project, as designed, represents the most economical 
structure that fully complies with applicable bridge standards, and the specific constraints of the 
project site such as vertical clearance over Placentia Avenue, soil conditions, deck width, and 
anticipated loads (light vehicular traffic).  The “clear” width of the bridge is 12 feet. 
 
The  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission approved the conceptual design of the bridge on 
June 23, 2004. 
 
The scope of work for this project, in general, consists of the excavation of materials; 
construction of bridge supporting structures and wing walls; erection of a self-weathering steel 
bridge; bike trail paving; and construction of a lightweight concrete bridge deck. 
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ANALYSIS: 

On June 2, 2005, the Deputy City Clerk received and opened five (5) bids for this project.  The 
apparent low bidder, Sol Construction, Inc., submitted a bid of $578,899; which was 3.7 percent 
lower than the Engineer’s estimate of $601,350. The Engineer’s estimate reflects recent material 
cost increases, additional grading requirements, and an increased scope of work to extend the 
recently completed multipurpose trail to the bridge approaches. The average of the five bids 
received amounted to $696,121.40.  The Bid Abstract is included as “Attachment 2.” 
 
Sol Construction’s bid proposal has a minor mathematical error, which if waived by the City 
would not change the total price of their proposal, nor would it affect the final order of the bids 
received by the Deputy City Clerk.  The mathematical error involves a misplaced decimal point 
in the unit price for one of the various items of work.  The bid proposal’s total amount reflects a 
true summation of the various items of work, and it is clearly written elsewhere in the bid 
proposal indicating that the total price was the intended amount of the bid.  Staff has determined 
that this error does not affect the contractor’s total price, time, or work to be performed.  The 
City Council has the authority to waive minor irregularities in bids, and waiving this minor 
irregularity does not give Sol Construction any advantage over the other bidders. 
 
The licenses and references of Sol Construction were checked and staff has found them to be in 
good standing.  Sol Construction has successfully completed the Fairview Park Multipurpose Trail 
Project earlier this year. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
The alternative to this Council action would be to reject all the bids.  If all the bids were rejected, the 
City would have to re-advertise or cancel the project.  Staff believes that re-advertising the project 
will not result in lower bids, and could in fact result in higher bids due to the escalation in material 
prices currently occurring in the construction trade. 

FISCAL REVIEW: 
 
City staff was successful in procuring a Measure “M” Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 
grant in the amount of $200,000 that reimburses the City for a portion of the design and 
construction costs for the bridge.  These funds were recognized by City Council in prior fiscal years 
and $185,000 remains un-encumbered for the construction of the bridge.  The City Council had also 
authorized utilizing Fairview Park allocations for the City’s match.  Since the City match exceeds the 
original estimate of $250,000, staff proposes re-allocating leftover funds from two other City projects 
that have been recently completed (Newport Boulevard Bicycle Trail and Fairview Park 
Multipurpose Trail).   
 
In summary, a budget adjustment in the amount of $457,986 will be required.  The requested 
budget adjustment will transfer $208,468 of excess funds from completed projects, and $249,518 
from the Fairview Park Improvement account into the Fairview Park Bicycle-Pedestrian Bridge 
project.  After approval of this budget adjustment, a total of $634,000 will remain in the Fairview 
Park Improvement Fund, which is sufficient to perform all project “goals” for Fiscal Year 2006-07 as 
approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on November 17, 2004. 

LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
Sol Construction has furnished the necessary bonds and insurance, which were approved as to 
form by the City Attorney.  After the award and subsequent execution of the contract, a Notice to 
proceed will be issued. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve Budget Adjustment No. 05-109 in the amount 
of $457,986; waive the minor irregularities in the bid submitted by Sol Construction, Inc.; award 
the contract to Sol Construction, Inc. in the amount of $578,899 (base bid only); and authorize 
the Mayor and the Deputy City Clerk to execute the Public Works Agreement. 
    
 
 
 
ERNESTO MUNOZ WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
City Engineer Director of Public Services 
 

 

 
 
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT 
Director of Finance 
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http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-07-19/Award Pedestrian Bridge Attachment 1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-07-19/Award Pedestrian Bridge Attachment 2.pdf
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