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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  August 2, 2005 ITEM NUMBER:  

SUBJECT: APPOINTMENTS TO CULTURAL ARTS COMMITTEE 
 
DATE: July 20, 2005 
 
FROM:  ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES/RECREATION DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

JANA M. RANSOM, RECREATION MANAGER 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: JANA RANSOM, RECREATION MANAGER, 754-5654 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review applications and appoint up to four new members to the Cultural Arts Committee. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Cultural Arts Committee is an out-growth of the Cultural Arts and Historical 
Preservation Committee, formed by Council action in late 1999. In 2002, the committee 
split into two, with one committee devoted to Historical Preservation and the second to 
Cultural Arts. The Cultural Arts Committee membership is listed as ten regular members 
and one alternate. There are currently five remaining active members. In the past two 
years, the CAC has had two new members appointed, however, four members have left to 
take on other responsibilities elsewhere in the community and one has been excused due 
to failure to attend meetings.  
 
Last year, the CAC successfully completed the Artist Directory, maintained the Youth Artist 
Gallery (City Hall Lobby), and conducted a Chalk Art Festival. In the current year, the CAC 
has taken part in The Butterfly Initiative and is planning an October Arts Event on 19th 
Street. 
 
In addition to working to establish programs, events and information that helps residents 
access the arts in many different venues and through multiple sources, the CAC is also 
charged with working with City Council and staff to support cultural arts programs and to 
bring art awareness to the residents of Costa Mesa, the City of the Arts. 
 
This past April, there were no new applications for appointment to the committee, and only 
one request for re-appointment. In May, Council granted an extension of the recruitment for 
new members until July 5. A news release was issued and staff received applications from 
six individuals. 
 
The following individuals applied: 
 
Joey Burkhart, Costa Mesa – states that he has lived in Costa Mesa for six years and 
would like to take a more active role in [the] community.  He has an interest in visual arts 
and would like to provide support in the city of Costa Mesa’s efforts to promote the arts of 
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and to its citizenry. He has a background in computer-related technical skills as well as a in 
graphic design and publishing. 
 
Nancy Clark, Newport Beach – is an “avid theater-goer” and wants to encourage theaters 
to donate unused available seats to charitable groups to encourage access to 
performances by families who would not ordinarily have the opportunity. She would like to 
serve on the committee to help make this concept a reality as well as to promote arts in the 
community. She has a degree in sociology, is the founder of THE RECOVERY CENTER, 
has served on boards for the YMCA Counseling Center, Mental Health Association and the 
City’s Child Care and Youth Services Committee.  
 
Frank Gutierrez, Costa Mesa – involved in CRAC and WROC, Mr. Gutierrez is now 
interested in continuing his civic activity with the CAC. He has been a part of the arts 
movement on the Westside for the past eight years where he owns Mesa Art & Framing on 
19th Street. His interest is in helping the City to create on the West Side an arts live-work 
community. He has a business degree, is a Leadership Tomorrow graduate and owner of a 
business on 19th street for the past eighteen years. 
 
M. H. Millard, Costa Mesa – states that he would like to give back to the city. Mr. Millard is 
a member of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG), a published author and writer. This was all 
the information provided by Mr. Millard. 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
As Costa Mesa is known as the City of the Arts, the existing committee members are 
unanimous in their desire to continue to advise the Council on issues related to the arts, to 
work to keep local artists’ interests in mind, and to promote local arts and arts-related 
businesses in Costa Mesa.  With the infusion of several new members, the committee 
members felt that they would be able to accomplish their goals. The committee asked staff 
to let Council know that they feel strongly that this committee and its work should continue. 
 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
1) Appoint fewer than the requested four individuals, and hold vacancies for October 
appointment. 
 
2) Do not appoint new members from applicants and discontinue the Cultural Arts 
Committee, appoint no new members or alternates, direct remaining funds set aside for 
Cultural Arts Committee programming revert back to General Fund or to some other 
purpose (approximately $25,000). 
 

FISCAL REVIEW: 

No fiscal impact.
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
No legal review of this item is required. 
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CONCLUSION:
 
Staff recommend that City Council appoint four new members from the list of applicants. 
 
 
 
 
 
JANA M. RANSOM STEPHEN N. MANDOKI 
  

Recreation Manager 
 
 
 
 

Administrative Services Director 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Attachment:  1. Applications for the Cultural Arts Committee  
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
File NameCAC Committee Appointments Date July 18, 2005  
 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-08-02/08 02 05 CAC Committee Appointments-Attach 1.pdf
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CULTURAL ARTS COMMITTEE 
 

A Standing Committee of the Costa Mesa City Council 
 
PROPOSED 2004-2005 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
 
1. Maintain the Costa Mesa Artist Directory 
2. Continue with Youth Art Gallery program in the Costa Mesa City Hall Lobby 

(monthly exhibitions of youth art from Costa Mesa Schools) 
3. Develop venue for an annual art show and implement a show 
4. Pursue a possible chalk art festival event in Costa Mesa 
5. Work on existing draft of the City “Art in Public Places Policy” and work with 

Development Services staff to revise and present to City Council for consideration 
of adoption 

6. Work on Bus Shelter Art program that is being developed 
7. Investigate a possible artist exchange program with Costa Mesa sister city 

Wyndham, Australia (coordinate artist reception, “pen pal” type program, etc.) 
8. Work on community awareness about Cultural Arts Committee 
9. Give recognition to local artists whenever appropriate 
10. Long Range Goal: to establish an Art Gallery for Costa Mesa Artists to display 

their work 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 10 Members/1 Alternate 
 
(Name/term) 
1. Kathleen Eric, April 2007 
2. Donna Robb, Chairperson October 2006 
3. Thomas Tom, October 2006 
4. Diane Doyle, April 2006 
5. Linda Garbett, April 2006 
6. Vacant 
7. Vacant 
8. Vacant 
9. Vacant 
10. Vacant 
 
ALTERNATE: 
1. Vacant 
 
STAFF LIAISON:      COUNCIL LIAISON: 
Jana Ransom, Recreation Manager   Eric Bever, Council Member 
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2005  BUDGET 
 
Artist Directory Update  $ 0   (City website) 
Youth Artist Gallery   $100  (mounting and exhibit supplies) 
Chalk Art Event $5,000 (supplies, printing/copying, professional 

services) 
Public Art Policy Revision  $ 0 
KOCE Butterfly   $3,530 (professional services, materials) 
Bus Shelter Art program  unknown to be determined 
Sister City project   unknown 
Artist Gallery unknown but up to amount remaining in budget from 

Signs of Support funds allocated to committee in 
March, 2004 

Miscellaneous   $500  supplies, copying, registration/openings 
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