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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 2, 2005                                              ITEM NUMBER:      

SUBJECT: SANTA ANA RIVER CROSSING STUDY (SARX) SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENT 
IMPACT REPORT MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) 

 
DATE: JULY 15, 2005 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PETER NAGHAVI, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

MANAGER, 714-754-5182 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. Approve the amended Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) between the Orange 

County Transportation Authority (OCTA); the City of Costa Mesa, the City of 
Fountain Valley and the City of Huntington Beach for a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (SEIR) for Garfield Avenue/Gisler Avenue bridge over the Santa Ana 
River (Attachment 1). 

2. Authorize the Mayor to execute the MOU. 

BACKGROUND: 
 
During the regular City Council meeting on May 17, 2005, a Memorandum Of 
Understanding (MOU) between OCTA, the City of Costa Mesa and the City of Fountain 
Valley for a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the Garfield 
Avenue/Gisler Avenue bridge over the Santa Ana River was approved.  The staff report 
and the accompanying MOU are included as Attachment 2.  This MOU was necessary to 
enable OCTA to solicit and award consultant services for the study.  While providing 
approval, the City Council directed staff to pursue certain modifications to the MOU, 
specifically pertaining to the roles and responsibilities of the Cities of Huntington Beach and 
Newport Beach.  Staff discussed the comments from the City Council with the OCTA and 
City of Fountain Valley and determined that an amendment to the MOU was warranted. 

ANALYSIS: 
 
The original MOU was between OCTA, the Cities of Costa Mesa and Fountain Valley.  The 
City of Huntington Beach, while being identified as an active participant of the study was 
not a signatory to the MOU.  The City of Newport Beach was also identified as an active 
participant in the Technical Advisory Committee, Policy Committee, and as one of the 
affected agencies for the SEIR that pertains specifically to the Garfield Avenue/Gisler 
Avenue bridge.  In discussing these issues, all involved agencies agreed that the City of 
Newport Beach should be deleted from the MOU and the City of Huntington Beach as a full 
participatory member should be a signatory to this MOU. 
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Accordingly, the City of Huntington Beach is now a signatory participant of the study.  The 
MOU also identifies that only the Cities of Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley and Huntington 
Beach are affected agencies for the SEIR.  The City of Newport Beach along with the 
County of Orange would be invited to participate only as interested parties.    

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
The City Council may elect to not approve the attached MOU.  This will result in the 
continuation of the original MOU, which did not address Council concerns. 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
There are no fiscal impacts with the changes proposed in the amendment.  

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
The City Attorney’s office has reviewed the amended MOU and has approved as to form.   

CONCLUSION:
 
OCTA staff has prepared an MOU outlining the details of an agreement setting the roles 
and responsibilities of involved agencies for the Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIR) for the Garfield Avenue/Gisler Avenue bridge over the Santa Ana River.  
The original MOU was approved by the City Council during the regular meeting on May 
17, 2005.  However, certain modifications to include the City of Huntington Beach as a 
full signatory to this MOU was deemed necessary by the City Council.  Staff requests 
approval of the attached amended MOU, which incorporates all comments from the City 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
PETER NAGHAVI WILLIAM J. MORRIS  
  

Transportation Services Manager 
 

Director of Public Services 
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Memorandum of Understanding 
May 22, 2005 Staff Report and Original MOU 

File Name Date Time 
 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-08-02/8-2-05 SARX Att1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-08-02/8-2-05 SARX MOU Att 2.pdf
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