CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: August 2, 2005 ITEM NUMBER: Item Number

SUBJECT: FUNDS AND AGREEMENT FOR DONATION OF $7,500 FOR THE EXPENSE OF
MOVING THE FRIENDS OF THE COSTA MESA LIBRARIES’ BOOKSTORE BUILDING

DATE: JULY 19, 2005

FROM: CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATION

PRESENTATION STEVEN E. HAYMAN, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
BY:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ANN C. SHULTZ, (714) 754-5667

RECOMMENDATION:

That the City Council: 1) determine if they wish to fund the donation of $7,500 to move the
bookstore building for Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries (Friends) and if so, how, and 2)
grant the City Manager, or his designee, authority to negotiate an Agreement for the
relocation and ultimate disposition of the building.

BACKGROUND:

At their July 5, 2005 meeting, the City Council considered a request from the Friends for a
donation to cover the costs for relocation of a portable building, donated by the Newport-
Mesa Unified School District, to Mesa Verde Library, as well as the waiver of the fee for the
Minor Conditional Use Permit required for the relocation (see Attachment 1). The Council
approved the waiver and requested that staff return with recommendations on how to fund
the donation for the relocation.

ANALYSIS:

The Friends have been operating a bookstore from the Mesa Verde Branch Library for
many years. Funds from the bookstore operation will be used for the design and
construction of a Central Library on the Civic Center Park site. However, the Friends were
in need of more bookstore space. The Newport-Mesa Unified School District recently
donated a 960 square foot portable building to the Friends for $1.

On June 23, 2005, the City’s Zoning Administrator approved the Friend’s application for a
Minor Conditional Use Permit. The fee for processing was $805.00.

At its July 5 meeting, the Council reviewed a request from the Friends to waive the
processing fee for the permit. In addition, the Friends requested that the City donate
$7,500, the cost for relocation of the building from Kaiser Elementary School (its current
location) to the Mesa Verde Library site. At that time, the Council approved the waiver of



the permit fee. In addition, they asked that staff return with options for funding the $7,500
from the City budget.

The Budget for fiscal year 2005-2006 was adopted in June. In reviewing the adopted
budget, the Finance Department staff has come up with the following funding options:

1. The City Council had previously allocated funding from the Signs of Support
Program to the Cultural Arts Committee. The Committee was charged with the
authority to recommend funding for worthy and appropriate activities. The $7,500
could be funded from that existing amount (It is estimated that more than sufficient
funds remain, however Staff will verify the exact amount before the Council
Meeting). This issue was brought before the Cultural Arts Committee at their July
meeting. Unfortunately, a quorum was not present. However, the consensus did
not support this. The Committee felt that the signs of Support funding should strictly
be used for the promotion of arts in the community. The Council has the latitude to
use this amount regardless of the Committee’s recommendation.

2. Fund the $7,500 donation through an appropriation from the General Fund fund
balance.

Staff is recommending that the City enter into an Agreement with the Friends on the
relocation (including insurance and indemnification issues) and ultimate disposition of the
portable building, regardless of whether the Council funds the relocation. It is
recommended that the Council grant negotiating and signatory authority on this matter to
the City Manager, or his designee.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

1. Do not fund the $7,500 for the relocation.

2. Fund the $7,500 from an option not identified above.

FISCAL REVIEW:

The Finance Department has provided options from the Fiscal Year 2005-06 budget for
funding of the $7,500.

LEGAL REVIEW:

The City Attorney will assist in the preparation of the Agreement between the City and the
Friends.



CONCLUSION:

The Council must decide if they wish to fund the relocation expenses and if so, how. It is
recommended that the City enter into an Agreement with the Friends for relocation and
disposition of the temporary building, regardless of whether the Council funds the
relocation.

ANN C. SHULTZ STEVEN E. HAYMAN
LEGISLATIVE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
MANAGER

MARC PUCKETT
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

DISTRIBUTION:  Friends of the Library

Mary Ellen Goddard, President
Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries
2901 Palau Place

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Dan Worthington

Friends of the Costa Mesa Libraries
2963 Mindanao Drive

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

John Adams

County Librarian

1501 East St. Andrews Place
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Jana Ransom

Recreation Manager
Liaison to Cultural Arts Committee

ATTACHMENTS: 1 Staff Report from July 5 Meeting



http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-08-02/Attachment 1 - Library Fee Waiver 8-2-05.pdf
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