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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  August 2, 2005                        ITEM NUMBER:  Item Number 

SUBJECT: COMMENCEMENT TIME AND ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
DATE: July 20, 2005   
 
FROM:  CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

STEVEN E. HAYMAN/ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ANN C. SHULTZ, (714) 754-5667 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council decide whether to adopt a resolution to: 1) begin its meetings at 5:30 
p.m. rather than 6:30 p.m., and 2) change the order of meeting business.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
At the May 10, 2005 City Council Study Session, Council Member Linda Dixon raised 
the issue of beginning Council meetings at an earlier hour, she has suggested 5:30 p.m.  
She requested that this issue be brought back to the City Council for consideration. 
 
In addition, at the July 19 meeting, Council Member Bever asked that City Council 
Reports, Comments and Suggestions be moved to earlier in the agenda. 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The City Council has had numerous discussions on how to streamline Council Meetings 
and make the process more convenient for the public.  The issue has been raised that, 
especially when meetings run late into the evening, some members of the public are not 
able to remain to address the Council on agenda items.  This is often the case with Public 
Hearings, since staff cannot give any specific assurance to interested members of the 
community as to when “Public Hearings” are to begin. 
 
Council Member Dixon has recommended that Council Meetings begin at 5:30 p.m.  In this 
scenario, the Council’s Closed Session would begin at 4:30.  The dinner for staff and 
Council would be available from 4:30 to 5:30.   The Council would then adjourn to the 5:30 
meeting.  They would conduct the early part of the meeting within that first hour (including 
Presentations, Public Comments and the Consent Calendar).  The Public Hearing segment 
of the meeting could begin promptly at 6:30.  Should the City Council see wisdom in 
specifying a time to begin Public Hearings, any business before that on the agenda that 
had not been concluded by 6:30 would be trailed behind the Old Business segment of the 
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meeting.  With this change, the public would be assured that the Public Hearing segment of 
the meeting would begin at 6:30. 
 
In addition, Council Member Bever has asked that Council Members Reports, Comments 
and Suggestions be moved to earlier in the agenda.  It has been suggested that it might be 
appropriate to move this item between Public Comments and the Consent Calendar. 
 
Should the Council wish to change the Council Meeting time to 5:30 pm. and/or change the 
order of business, they must adopt or modify the attached resolution (see Attachment 1). 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 

1. Maintain Council Meeting time of 6:30 pm. 
 

2. Adopt another starting time. 
 

3. Designate (as identified in the draft resolution) a specific starting time for Public 
Hearings. 

 
4. Maintain current order of business. 

 
5. Adopt an alternate order of business.  

 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
No fiscal review is required for this item. 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
The City Attorney’s Office has approved the attached resolution. 
 

CONCLUSION:
 
The City Council must decide whether to adopt or modify the attached resolution to begin 
their meetings earlier than 6:30 pm, and change the order of business for Council 
Meetings.
 
 
 
 
ANN C. SHULTZ STEVEN E. HAYMAN 
  

LEGISLATIVE AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
MANAGER  

 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 Resolution  
 
Council Agenda Report on Council Meeting Starting Time July 27, 2005 11:55 a.m. 
 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-08-02/Attachment 1 - Resolution for Council Meeting Hour Change (8-2-05).pdf
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