CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: SEPTEMBER 6, 2005 ITEM NUMBER:

SUBJECT: APPROVE RESOLUTION FOR APPLICATION FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS
PROGRAM GRANT FUNDS FOR THE FAIRVIEW PARK BICYCLE TRAIL PROJECT

DATE: AUGUST 25, 2005

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT

PRESENTATION ROBERT STAPLES, FAIRVIEW PARK PLAN ADMINISTRATOR
BY:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ROBERT STAPLES, FAIRVIEW PARK PLAN
ADMINISTRATOR (714) 754-5303

RECOMMENDATION

Approve, by way of resolution (Attachment 1), the filing of a grant application with the California
Department of Parks and Recreation’s Recreational Trails Program (RTP) for a bicycle trail at
Fairview Park.

BACKGROUND

At the April 27, 2005, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, Commissioner Graham
requested that an item regarding the construction of a bicycle trail along Fairview Channel, owned
and maintained by the Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD), at Fairview Park be placed
on the agenda for discussion. This proposal would connect Placentia Avenue to the
Greenville/Banning and Santa Ana River bike trails on the west side of Fairview Park.

Based on the aforementioned request, staff presented a report to the Parks and Recreation
Commission at their meeting of May 25, 2005. After discussing the report, the Commission voted
5-0 to recommend to the City Council to allow staff to research and discuss the project with the
OCFCD to determine the feasibility of establishing a bike trail along the southern gravel access
road atop the Fairview Channel levee, and if determined to be feasible, begin the process of
funding and constructing the bike trail.

At the July 5, 2005, City Council meeting, staff was directed to research the feasibility of the bicycle
trail construction and begin the process of seeking the funding for its construction. Per the Parks
and Recreation Commission’s request and City Council’s approval, staff has had preliminary
meetings with OCFCD regarding the construction of a bicycle trail along the Fairview Channel at
Fairview Park. At this time, OCFCD is receptive to discussing the idea and a formal request has
been submitted in writing to their Flood Control Division.

ANALYSIS

Grant applications for the California Department of Parks and Recreation’s Recreational Trails
Program are due October 3, 2005. This program funds the acquisition and/or design
development of recreation trails. The Public Services Department proposes to submit a grant
application for the design and construction of the bicycle trail in the amount of $250,000.



The RTP provides funds for recreational trails and trails-related projects. Projects funded with these
dollars must be maintained in perpetuity for recreational activities. The City must provide a 20
percent match. The proposed bicycle trail will be approximately 2,500 feet in length and will be
constructed atop the existing southerly access road for the Fairview Channel, located near the
northern border of Fairview Park. The trail will be paved, striped, signed, and bollards installed for
access by maintenance vehicles only. The total project cost is estimated at $300,000. Grant
funding of $250,000 is anticipated, and the Public Services Department's 2006/07 Park
Development Fund-Fairview Park Improvements funding of $50,000 will provide the City match.

To apply for these grant funds, a resolution approving the filing of an application and naming the
Public Services Director as the City’s authorized representative is needed. Grant awards will be
announced in February 2006. Projects may begin design and construction in November 2006.
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

If the Council chooses not to submit a grant application for this project, staff will continue to pursue
other grant programs and alternative funding.

FISCAL REVIEW

It is anticipated the City match of $50,000 will be approved in the Public Services Department
2006/07 Park Development Fund-Fairview Park Improvements budget.

LEGAL REVIEW

The proposed resolution is approved as to form.

CONCLUSION

It is recommended that the City Council approve the filing of a grant application with the

California Department of Parks and Recreation’s Recreational Trails Program for the
construction of a bicycle trail at Fairview Park.

WILLIAM J. MORRIS BART MEJIA
Director of Public Services Parks Project Manager
ROBERT STAPLES

Fairview Park Plan Administrator
/ch

Attachments: 1- Proposed Resolution

C: City Manager
City Attorney
Deputy City Clerk
Finance Director
City Engineer
Parks Project Manager
Grants Administrator
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http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-09-06/Bicycle Trail Grant Resolution Attachment 1.pdf
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