CITY COUNCIL FOLLOW UP REPORT

MEETING DATE: October 18, 2005 ITEM NUMBER: Request Number

TO: COUNCIL MEMBERS/CITY MANAGER

FROM: POLICE DEPARTMENT — LIEUTENANT DALE BIRNEY
DATE: September 19, 2005

REQUESTED BY: Mirna Burciaga

ADDRESS OF REQUESTING INDIVIDUAL: 1779 New Hampshire, Costa Mesa, 92626

BACKGROUND:

The south and west portions of Costa Mesa have been, for several years, locations where
homeless and/or needy individuals and families could receive shelter and food. Some of the
organizations offer only food, but not shelter. As a result, a number of homeless individuals have
congregated in this area of the city and must find areas to spend the night. The areas have been
primarily identified as the commercial areas of West 19" Street and E. 17" Street.

FOLLOW UP REPORT:

Patrol officers are aware of the problem and conduct routine patrol checks in the areas that
have been identified as areas where transients congregate. The problems the officers
encounter are similar to those reported by the requestor. Since last year, the officers assigned
to the Bicycle Detail have been assigned to specifically patrol on West 19" Street and take
appropriate action regarding the problems they encounter which are associated to transients
attempting to create a living environment in these commercial areas. The actions generally
involve the issuance of a citation for illegal camping, drinking in public, urinating or defecating in
public, or actually result in an arrest for drunk in public. In addition, the officers working the
overnight shift have become very familiar with the problem areas, and in identifying repeat
offenders.

The following information reflects enforcement action taken in the commercial areas of W. 19"
Street and E. 17" Street since January 2005:

o Eighty-four (84) arrests for drunk in public on or in close proximity to West 19" Street.
Eighteen (18) arrests for drunk in public were made on E. 17" Street.

e Two Hundred Five (205) citations were issued for possession of alcohol. The majority of
these were issued in the south and west portion of the city.

¢ Ninety-eight (98) citations were issued for illegal camping (primarily in the commercial
areas adjacent to W. 19" Street and E. 17" Street.

o Fifty-seven (57) citations were issued for being in a park after dark. Almost all of these
were issued from Lions Park.

o Forty-nine (49) citations were issued for urinating or defecating in public. The majority of
these were issued in the commercial areas adjacent to W. 19" Street and E. 17" Street.
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o Forty-three (43) citations were issued for people sleeping in their vehicles. Most of these
were issued in the area surrounding Lions Park.

Officers assigned to the Bicycle Detail have contacted the Ms. Burciaga regarding this problem
in the past. They have made suggestions on steps she could take to mitigate the problems
specific to her business location. In addition, the police department has recently partnered with
the Veterans Administration who has provided a liaison to screen homeless individuals who are
veterans of the armed services. Once screened, the benefits the individual is eligible to receive
are explained to the veteran. These benefits may include free housing for up to a year. To
date, nine (9) people (formerly homeless in Costa Mesa) have been placed in housing units
outside of Costa Mesa.
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