
1 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL FOLLOW UP REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  October 18, 2005      ITEM NUMBER: Request Number 

TO: COUNCIL MEMBERS/CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: POLICE DEPARTMENT – LIEUTENANT DALE BIRNEY 
 
DATE:  September 19, 2005 
 
REQUESTED BY: Mirna Burciaga 
 
ADDRESS OF REQUESTING INDIVIDUAL: 1779 New Hampshire, Costa Mesa, 92626 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The south and west portions of Costa Mesa have been, for several years, locations where 
homeless and/or needy individuals and families could receive shelter and food.  Some of the 
organizations offer only food, but not shelter.  As a result, a number of homeless individuals have 
congregated in this area of the city and must find areas to spend the night.  The areas have been 
primarily identified as the commercial areas of West 19th Street and E. 17th Street.   
 
FOLLOW UP REPORT: 
 
Patrol officers are aware of the problem and conduct routine patrol checks in the areas that 
have been identified as areas where transients congregate.  The problems the officers 
encounter are similar to those reported by the requestor.  Since last year, the officers assigned 
to the Bicycle Detail have been assigned to specifically patrol on West 19th Street and take 
appropriate action regarding the problems they encounter which are associated to transients 
attempting to create a living environment in these commercial areas.  The actions generally 
involve the issuance of a citation for illegal camping, drinking in public, urinating or defecating in 
public, or actually result in an arrest for drunk in public.  In addition, the officers working the 
overnight shift have become very familiar with the problem areas, and in identifying repeat 
offenders.   
 
The following information reflects enforcement action taken in the commercial areas of W. 19th 
Street and E. 17th Street since January 2005: 
 

• Eighty-four (84) arrests for drunk in public on or in close proximity to West 19th Street.  
Eighteen (18) arrests for drunk in public were made on E. 17th Street. 

 
• Two Hundred Five (205) citations were issued for possession of alcohol.  The majority of 

these were issued in the south and west portion of the city. 
 

• Ninety-eight (98) citations were issued for illegal camping (primarily in the commercial 
areas adjacent to W. 19th Street and E. 17th Street. 

 
• Fifty-seven (57) citations were issued for being in a park after dark.  Almost all of these 

were issued from Lions Park. 
 

• Forty-nine (49) citations were issued for urinating or defecating in public.  The majority of 
these were issued in the commercial areas adjacent to W. 19th Street and E. 17th Street. 
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• Forty-three (43) citations were issued for people sleeping in their vehicles.  Most of these 

were issued in the area surrounding Lions Park.  
  
Officers assigned to the Bicycle Detail have contacted the Ms. Burciaga regarding this problem 
in the past.  They have made suggestions on steps she could take to mitigate the problems 
specific to her business location.  In addition, the police department has recently partnered with 
the Veterans Administration who has provided a liaison to screen homeless individuals who are 
veterans of the armed services.  Once screened, the benefits the individual is eligible to receive 
are explained to the veteran.  These benefits may include free housing for up to a year.  To 
date, nine (9) people (formerly homeless in Costa Mesa) have been placed in housing units 
outside of Costa Mesa.  

 
 
 
 
 
              
101805 Council Follow Up Report  Burciaga             09/29/05  0800 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


