


ANALYSIS

What staff found does not support the allegations made by Mr. Millard, The park has not been
found to be damaged, and there is no significant recard relaled 1o calls for service from either
the Police Department or the Fire Depariment regarding any accidants, injuries, or anything
EISEt relative o park uses.  In terms of sanilation, staff has observed and discovered animal
waste,

At this time, slafl is interested in exploring with the Commission the ramifications of posting this

parlicular park with Section 12-45{a) of the Costa Mssa Municipal Code (noted in Attachment

B). Staff iz of lhe opinion that posting this section of the code would sliminate all active

recreational use.  Staff agrees that fhis is indeed a small neighborhood park that is not

designed for field games. However, posfing it wilh Municipal Code 12-45(a) would prohibil even

}pn_a ‘simplesi af family outdoor activities, such as playing calch;, and throwing a foothall, or a
nsoee,

Whethar ar nol it is the intent of Mr. Millard to eliminate small groups of soccer players from
praclicing their skills, staff feels that it is virtually impossible to differentiste betwean individuals
practicing a sport, as apposed to holding & “regular game. Therefore, we as staff, simply want
to point out that if this section of the code is posted, this park will be reduced o Isisure tims uss
for picnics, reading or just quite enjoyment of nature.

A related section of the code discusses (e issues of use of the park by 10 or more people.
Thera has been a misconception that this section required a permit for 10 or more to participant
in & sporting activity.  The code actually requires that 10 or more need 2 permit for exclusive
use of a park or park clement. This section s as follows:

Fec. 12-53. Permits.

{a) Any lodge, society, social organization, group, sports |2agus or team, social club or
other organization of persons having len (10} or more members or attend=es desiring fo
use any area of any public park, square, avenua, grounds or recreation facility for a
parade, picnic, game or other purpose and whers such use will exclude or interfere with
use by other members of the public from such area shall obtain a permit from the
administrative services director or his designae notless than thres (3) business days or
more than ong (1) year prior to such use. The administrative services directar and other
persornel of the department may take all reasonable measures (o apportion the use of
any park, sguare, avenue, grounds and olher recreational facilities faifly among
individuals and groups desiring (o use them. A permit fee may be charged to offset
costs. Such fees shall be established by resolufion of the city council.

{b) The administrative services director shall issuie permits for the awclugive use of any
public facility described in subsecfion {a) during certain times unless one of the following
grounds is found to exist:

{1} The proposed use of a specifizd facility for a caedain fime is in conflict with a
previously issued permit for the same facilify.

{2} The proposed use will have a significant adverse impact on or present an
imminant threal of damage or injury to the facility or the public healih, safsty,
and welfara.

(3) The proposed use violaled the provisions of this arlicle or any other faderal,
state, county or city statule, ordinance or regulation, :
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