CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 1, 2005 ITEM NUMBER: Item Number

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY OF ORANGE’S SUPPORT
OF THE CHILDREN’S HEALTH INITIATIVE

DATE: OCTOBER 20, 2005
FROM: City Manager’s Office/Administration

PRESENTATION Ann C. Shultz, Legislative and Public Affairs Manager
BY:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION Ann C. Shultz, 714 754-5667
CONTACT:

RECOMMENDATION:

That the City Council consider whether to adopt a Resolution requesting that the County of
Orange support the Children’s Health Initiative.

BACKGROUND:

This Resolution (see Attachment 1) is before you at the request of Council Member Foley.
In June of this year, the Board of Supervisors directed the Orange County Health Care
Agency (HCA) to explore alternatives to provide health care coverage for uninsured youth
in Orange County. HCA was asked to review relevant programs in local counties, any
efforts underway in Orange County’s private sector and make recommendations for
County involvement in such efforts.

On October 18, 2005, HCA presented the requested report to the Board (see Attachment
2). The report identifies support of the Children’s Health Initiative as an effective way for
the County to address the issue of its uninsured children.

ANALYSIS:

According to the report, the Children’s Healthcare Access Initiative (CHAI) was established
in 2000 to address the high number of uninsured children in the County. CHAI is a
countywide affiliation of community organizations, public and private agencies,
businesses, and individuals. Its stated mission is to ensue that all Orange County children
have access to health care and a medical home. CHAI also established a foundation to
provide health coverage for children. However, it was not able to fully meet its goals due
to lack of funding.



Beginning in 2001, a new statewide structure for addressing the health needs of children
resulted in new programs and legislative action. The Children’s Health Initiative (CHI)
model was first launched in Santa Clara County to address the needs of that County’s
uninsured children. There are currently 10 counties with active CHIs and 16 counties in
the CHI planning stage throughout California.

In 2004, the local community launched a CHI in Orange County. Partners include the
Children and Families Commission, the Health Care Agency, St. Joseph Hospital, United
Way, the Irvine Health Foundation, and other providers and foundations.

The HCA report identifies a plan for county involvement in the CHI over a three-year
period. The plan would target state and federal revenue sources, focus only on children
with legal residency status, and be integrated into the current CHI.

Costa Mesa has the highest percentage of uninsured children in Orange County. Thisis a
higher percentage than Santa Ana and Anaheim. Per the HCA report, Costa Mesa has at
least 3,045 children who do not have health insurance.

If the report’'s recommendations were followed, the County would support the CHI in the
following ways:

e Provide Health Access Coordinators to enroll eligible children in current Medi-Cal
and Healthy Families insurance plans.

e Supply coverage for children between 250-300% Poverty Level. These children
are not eligible for Healthy Families and Medi-Cal insurance because their family
income exceeds program limits. However, their parents lack employer-sponsored
health coverage and cannot afford the expense. Monies for this program would
come from federal, state and county funds.

e Implement a campaign to raise public awareness of insurance programs available.
e Evaluate the effectiveness of the County’s involvement after three years.

After receiving the report, the Board continued the item to their meeting of November 22,
2005.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

1. Do not adopt the resolution.

FISCAL REVIEW:

No fiscal review is required.

LEGAL REVIEW:

No legal review is required.



CONCLUSION:

The City Council must decide whether they will adopt the resolution for County support of
the Children’s Health Initiative.

ANN C. SHULTZ ALLAN L. ROEDER
Legislative and Public Affairs Manager City Manager

DISTRIBUTION: - Children’s Healthcare Access Initiative
- Supervisor Jim Silva

ATTACHMENTS: 1 Support Resolution
2 County of Orange Report

Council Report on Reso for Children’s 10/20/05 9:30 am
Healthcare Access Initiative


http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-11-01/Attachment 1 - Resolution In support of CHI (11-1-05).pdf
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