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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  NOVEMBER 15, 2005 ITEM NUMBER:          

SUBJECT: BLOOD WITHDRAWAL TESTING SERVICES AGREEMENT 
 
DATE: OCTOBER 31, 2005 
 
FROM:  FINANCE DEPARTMENT- FINANCIAL PLANNING DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION BY: MARC R. PUCKETT, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE      
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: DEBBIE DOBROTT AT 714/754-5212 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1.   Award Formal Bid Item No. 1086 to California Forensic Phlebotomy, Inc., 25012 
Marguerite Parkway Suite H-235, Mission Viejo, California, 92692, for blood 
withdrawal testing services for a three-year period for an amount not to exceed 
$75,000 per year. 

 
2.   Authorize the Mayor and the Deputy City Clerk to execute the Professional 

Services Agreement. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Police Department requires blood withdrawal testing services to screen blood for 
alcohol, drug content, and genetic markers.  This contract provides professional 
licensed personnel to respond when and where requested by Police personnel to draw 
blood for evidence purposes and to testify in court when needed.  Employees of the 
contractor must be available on-call twenty-four hours a day, 365 days per year and 
they must also be able to respond to any given location within 45 minutes.   
 
California Forensic Phlebotomy Inc. has been providing blood withdrawal testing 
services for the City of Costa Mesa for over 20 years.  In previous years, the City was 
able to piggyback off of the County of Orange Contract which provided a lower cost for 
services, however the County of Orange changed their fee structures and the contract 
with California Forensic Phlebotomy Inc. eliminating the opportunity for other agencies 
to piggyback off the County pricing contract.  Police staff determined that another 
company could provide this service and this contract was sent out to formal bid.  
 
As required by the City of Costa Mesa Municipal Code, the “Notice Inviting Bids” was 
solicited from qualified vendors whose names were on the bidders’ list, and other 
vendors requesting a bid package.  Two prospective bidders were invited to bid.  A 
“Notice Inviting Bids” was published in the Daily Pilot and posted on the public bulletin 
board in City Hall.  The bid notice was also posted on the City’s web site.  On 
September 19, 2005, the Deputy City Clerk received, opened and read two submittals. 
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ANALYSIS: 
 
Of the two bids received, California Forensic Phlebotomy, Inc., submitted the lowest 
responsive and responsible bid of $79.75 each blood withdrawal and an hourly rate of 
$105.00 for fixed posts (DUI checkpoints), with a guaranteed three-hour minimum.  The 
Police Department estimates approximately 840 tests will be performed annually and that 
the fixed posts, such as DUI checkpoints will occur five or six times annually. 
 
The second bidder, American Forensic Nurses, was deemed non-responsive, because the 
prices quoted per blood withdrawal did not include all the costs of doing business as 
requested in the bid document.   
      
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
No other alternatives have been considered. 
 
 
FISCAL REVIEW: 
 
The FY 05-06 budget provides funding for this service.   
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The City Attorney’s office has reviewed and approved the attached Professional Services 
agreement as to form.   
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Currently California Forensic Phlebotomy inc. is the exclusive provider of this service for 
all Orange County law enforcement agencies.  It is recommended that City Council 
award Formal Bid No. 1086 to California Forensic Phlebotomy, Inc., for a three-year 
price agreement of $79.75 each blood withdrawal and an hourly rate for fixed posts of 
$105.00 in an amount not to exceed $75,000 per year and to authorize the Mayor and 
the Deputy City Clerk to execute the Professional Services Agreement. 
 
 
______________________________                                         
MARC R. PUCKETT 
Director of Finance 
_____________________________ 
DEBBIE DOBROTT 
Purchasing Supervisor 
 
Attachments:   Attachment I, Bid Tabulation                                               
    Attachment II, Professional Services Agreement 
 
 
Distribution:      Police Chief 
      City Attorney 
      Deputy City Clerk 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-11-15/Attachment I - Bid tabulation -Blood Withdrawal Testing Services.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2005/2005-11-15/PSA Calif Forensic.pdf
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