CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: JANUARY 3, 2006 ITEM NUMBER:

SUBJECT: BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNT PROGRAM APPLICATIONS

DATE: DECEMBER 14, 2005

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION
PRESENTATION WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES

BY:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PETER NAGHAVI, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
MANAGER, 714-754-5182

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve resolution (Attachment 1) adopting the Orange County Transportation Authority’s
Commuter Bikeways Strategic Plan as the City’s Bicycle Transportation Plan in order to
qualify for Bicycle Transportation Account program funding.

BACKGROUND:

The Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA) is funded and administered by the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans). The BTA program provides $5.0 million
statewide in funding for fiscal year 2006-07 to local agencies for projects that improve
safety and convenience for bicycle commuters.

In order to qualify to receive grant funds from the BTA program, the City must have an
approved Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) that meets the requirements of the California
Streets and Highways Code. Alternatively, the City could adopt the Orange County
Transportation Authority’s (OCTA) Commuter Bikeways Strategic Plan (CBSP) as its
Bicycle Transportation Plan (BTP) to qualify for the funding. The City of Costa Mesa has
previously adopted the OCTA’s Commuter Bikeways Strategic Plan as its Bicycle
Transportation Plan in June 2001.

ANALYSIS:

The City of Costa Mesa proposes to submit BTA grant funding applications for three
bicycle facility projects in December 2005. They are:

e Fairview/l-405 Bicycle Lanes — Provide standard bicycle lanes on Fairview Road at
[-405 interchange in conjunction with the Fairview/I-405 Interchange widening
project.

e Fairview Channel Bicycle Trail — Provide bicycle trail on south side of Fairview
Channel between Greenville-Banning Channel Bicycle Trail and Placentia Avenue.

e Harbor Boulevard Bicycle Trail — Reconstruct asphalt bicycle trail with concrete
bicycle trail along Harbor Boulevard between Fair Drive and Joann Street Bicycle
Trail.
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In order to further process the applications, Caltrans requires the City to update an earlier
resolution stating that the City continues to recognize OCTA’s CBSP as the City’s Bicycle
Transportation Plan.

The OCTA’s CBSP was prepared in May 2001 and was adopted by the City in June 2001
as its BTP. In December 2005, OCTA submitted a letter to Caltrans stating that its CBSP
continues to be a valid document as no changes to bicycle facilities have been made since
2001. The attached resolution confirms that the City continues to utilize OCTA’'s CBSP as
the City’'s BTP.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

One alternative considered is to not adopt the Resolution. This alternative would result in
the City’s project applications being declined and will make the City ineligible to compete
for available grant funding.

FISCAL REVIEW:

There is no fiscal review needed for adopting this resolution.

LEGAL REVIEW:

The City Attorney has reviewed and approved the Resolution as to form.

CONCLUSION:

The City of Costa Mesa submitted applications for three bicycle facility projects. In order to
continue to process the applications, Caltrans requires the City to update an earlier
resolution stating that the City continues to recognize OCTA’s CBSP as the City’s Bicycle
Transportation Plan. Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the attached resolution
in order to be eligible for the BTA program funding.

PETER NAGHAVI WILLIAM J. MORRIS
Transportation Services Manager Director of Public Services

DISTRIBUTION:  City Manager
Deputy City Clerk
Deputy City Manager — Dev. Svcs.
Director of Public Services

ATTACHMENTS 1. Resolution
2. OCTA Commuter Bikeways Strategic Plan Map



http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-01-03/1-3-06 BTA Project Att 1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-01-03/01-03-06 BTA Attach 2.pdf
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