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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  FEBRUARY 7, 2006                                     ITEM NUMBER:         

SUBJECT: COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT NO. 12-529 FOR BRISTOL STREET/I-405 
LANDSCAPING PROJECT 

 
DATE: JANUARY 25, 2006 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PETER NAGHAVI, MANAGER 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, 714-754-5182 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. Approve Cooperative Agreement No. 12-529 (Attachment 1) between the State of 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the City of Costa Mesa for 
design of landscape improvements at Bristol Street/I-405 and Avenue of the Arts 
offramp at an estimated cost of $80,000; and 

2. Authorize the Mayor and the Deputy City Clerk to execute the agreement.

BACKGROUND: 
 
Over the past few years, the City of Costa Mesa has been working with the Orange County 
Transportation Authority (OCTA) and Caltrans on the SR-55/I-405 Transitway project.  The 
project included adding direct High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lane connectors between 
the I-405 and SR-55 freeways, grade separation of Bristol Street/Northbound I-405 offramp 
traffic from the SR-55 southbound to I-405 northbound traffic, a new onramp at Anton 
Boulevard and a new offramp at Avenue of the Arts.  All major elements of the project have 
been completed, including the landscaping. 
 
The recently completed landscaping as part of the final Transitway project, especially at the 
I-405/Bristol Street interchange and Avenue of the Arts offramp unfortunately is not 
commensurate with the higher standards within the adjacent South Coast Metro Area.  
Accordingly, the City of Costa Mesa and the area businesses have worked closely with 
OCTA and Caltrans to implement further landscaping to enhance the appearance of the 
area. 

ANALYSIS:
 
A Freeway Landscape Taskforce was formed, including staff from the City of Costa Mesa, 
South Coast Metro area businesses, Caltrans and OCTA, to develop landscape plans to 
enhance the area.  Monthly meetings were held over a one-year period. Following the 
development of preliminary plans (Attachment 2), several funding options were considered. 
City staff was successful in securing grant funding from OCTA for the landscaping project 
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to the City per the terms of an earlier Cooperative Agreement.  Therefore, a new 
Cooperative Agreement is needed between the City and Caltrans to effectuate design of 
the new landscape improvements. The City will be responsible for completing  the  project  
with  Caltrans  design  and  oversight  support  at a total cost of   
$537,200.  Caltrans will have the responsibility of maintaining the landscaping upon 
completion of the project.   
 
Per this agreement, Caltrans will design the landscape improvements as agreed to by the 
Freeway Landscape Taskforce and provide final plans and specifications ready for 
construction.  It is estimated that the cost for design services for the Bristol Street/I-405 
Interchange and Avenue of the Arts offramp per the terms in the Cooperative Agreement is 
approximately, $80,000.  A separate Cooperative Agreement with Caltrans will be 
developed for construction-related services at a later date.   

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

The City Council may select to not approve the Cooperative Agreement.  This 
alternative will result in the City needing to contract with an outside consulting firm for 
the design services.  However, this may result in significant delays in the 
implementation of the project and potential loss of $537,200 in funding for landscape 
improvements at the Bristol Street/I-405 interchange and Avenue of the Arts offramp.   

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
There is no fiscal impact to the City with this item.  Based on an earlier agreement, 
OCTA will fund the full cost for landscape improvements at the Bristol Street/I-405 
interchange and Avenue of the Arts offramp up to a maximum of $537,200.  Caltrans 
will be conducting the design at an estimated cost of approximately $80,000.  The 
remaining funds will be utilized for project implementation.     

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
The City Attorney’s office has reviewed the attached cooperative agreement and all 
comments have been incorporated. 

CONCLUSION:
 
The local businesses and City staff have requested OCTA and Caltrans to further enhance 
the existing landscaping at the Bristol Street/I-405 interchange and Avenue of the Arts 
offramp.  A Freeway Landscape Taskforce was formed to work with Caltrans to develop 
preliminary plans to enhance the landscaping.  OCTA has agreed to provide a total of 
$537,200.00 for the enhanced landscaping project through an earlier Cooperative 
Agreement.  The attached agreement enables Caltrans to proceed with final design of the 
improvements.  Staff requests City Council approval and execution of the Cooperative 
Agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 
PETER NAGHAVI WILLIAM J. MORRIS  
  

Transportation Services Manager Director of Public Services 
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DISTRIBUTION: City Manager 

Deputy City Clerk 
Deputy City Manager – Dev. Svcs. 
Director of Public Services 
File 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 1 
2 
 

Cooperative Agreement 12-529 
Preliminary Landscaping Plan at Bristol Street/I-405 
Interchange 

 
 
   
 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-02-07/2-7-06 Landscape Coop Attach 1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-02-07/2-7-06 Landscape Coop Attach 2.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-02-07/2-7-06 Landscape Coop Attach 2.pdf
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