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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  FEBRUARY 7, 2006                                     ITEM NUMBER:         

SUBJECT: “MEASURE M” PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION UPDATE 
 
DATE: JANUARY 26, 2006 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PETER NAGHAVI, MANAGER 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, 714-754-5182 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive presentation from Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) staff and 
provide any comments on the proposed reauthorization program.

BACKGROUND: 
 
Over the past few 15 years, Orange County residents have been contributing ½ cent sales 
tax towards regional and local transportation improvements within the County. This 
program known, as “Measure M”, was approved for a 20-year period, which ends in 2011.  
The “Measure M” program is expected to generate approximately $4 billion for construction 
of transportation improvements countywide by 2011.   

ANALYSIS:
 
Over the next 30 years, the population in the County is expected to grow by 24 percent and 
employment by 27 percent.  This is expected to create additional demands on the 
transportation system.  OCTA recently completed a study and environmental document 
titled “2006 Long Range Transportation Plan.”  The plan identified several transportation 
system improvement options that could be implemented in the next 30 years.   
 
The study concluded that extension of the “Measure M” sales tax beyond 2011 would 
generate $11.8 billion to be used for new transportation projects and services, that are 
necessary to meet the County’s growing transportation needs.   
 
While the “2006 Long Range Transportation Plan” covers the entire County, the following 
major projects are foreseen in the vicinity of Costa Mesa: 
 

• SR-55 – Widen freeway and improve interchanges from SR-22 to I-405; 
• SR-73 – Add a new freeway-to-freeway carpool ramps to I-405/SR-73 interchange; 
• SR-73 – Add new carpool lanes between I-405 and MacArthur Boulevard; 
• I-405 – Add one lane in each direction from I-605 to SR-73/SR-55; and 
• Arterial roadway improvements. 
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Costa Mesa staff have been actively participating in identifying and promoting area 
transportation needs in respect to the proposed new “Measure M” reauthorization. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

No alternatives are proposed for this item.  

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
There is no fiscal impact to the City with this item.  The voters of Orange County would 
need to approve any extension or reauthorization of the existing “Measure M” sales tax 
program 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
There is no legal review on this item.   

CONCLUSION:
 
The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is administering the Orange County 
“Measure M” program, the ½ cent sales tax initiative for transportation improvements.  The 
County voters approved the program in 1990 for a duration of 20 years.  OCTA has 
initiated the process to consider extending this program through a ballot initiative, for an 
additional 30 years in order to address long-range transportation needs of the County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PETER NAGHAVI WILLIAM J. MORRIS  
  

Transportation Services Manager Director of Public Services 
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