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BY: 

KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW, CITY ATTORNEY  

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW,  714-754-5399 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:
 
Authorize the review of the entire Costa Mesa Municipal Code for the purpose of updating 
the Bail Schedule by revising the current amounts for existing sections and setting bail 
amounts for unlisted chargeable sections.

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Bail Schedule is information, now residing in the Superior Court’s internal computer 
system, which provides bail amounts for violations of the City’s Municipal Code. When a 
violation occurs and a citation is issued, the Court sends a notice to the violator stating 
the amount of the bail. For infractions, the amount can usually be forfeited to avoid a 
court appearance. If the defendant decides to appear in court to plead his/her case and 
is found guilty, the judge or commissioner uses the Bail Schedule as a guide in setting 
the amount of the fine during sentencing.  

ANALYSIS: 
 
The Bail Schedule was last revised in 1997. Since that time, the City has adopted 
ordinances adding chargeable sections to the Municipal Code. More importantly, 
because it has not been revised for so many years, the amounts listed on the current 
Bail Schedule have remained at the same low level and need to be increased. When 
the violated code section is unlisted, the judges and commissioners use the State’s 
minimum amount when setting bail. For infractions, the minimum amount is $50. The 
minimum bail for misdemeanors is $500. Some of the amounts for infractions in the 
current Bail Schedule are less than $50. Most of the misdemeanor bail amounts are 
less than the minimum $500 set by the state. By not conducting an ongoing review of 
the Bail Schedule and adding or increasing the amounts where necessary, the City has 
been deprived of an important source of revenue from people who violate its laws that 
could be directed towards public safety and other important services. 
 
In order to revise the Bail Schedule, the entire Municipal Code would first have to be 
reviewed and compared with the current Bail Schedule to select the chargeable 
sections requiring bail. The revision would require at least 90 hours of legal services. Of 
that amount, approximately 85 hours of paralegal time and about 2-5 hours of attorney 
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time would be needed. Additionally, there would be some City staff time needed from 
affected departments for reviewing and providing input for proposed amounts. The 
Police and Development Services departments would be the primary departments. 
When the revised list of sections and recommended bail amounts has been completed, 
City Council would then adopt a resolution approving the new schedule and 
recommending its submission to the Superior Court for judicial use.  
 
Although this is a time consuming undertaking, the revision is clearly necessary. It 
would only have to be performed one time and there are ample funds in the City 
Attorney budget to undertake this project. Thereafter, procedures would be put in place 
to update the Bail Schedule on an ongoing basis for presentation to the court at least 
annually. Having a tracking procedure will significantly reduce the amount of time 
required to keep the Bail Schedule current. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
 
City Council could decide to authorize revising the Bail Schedule for the entire Code; 
authorize a set number of hours toward revision and review the status of accomplishment 
when that amount has been reached; revise only certain portions of the Code, now, and 
the remainder in the future.

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
None required at this time. 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 
The City Attorney’s office has prepared this report for your consideration. 
 

CONCLUSION:
 
The City Attorney seeks authorization from City Council to revise the Bail Schedule and 
implement a procedure to track the adoption of ordinances on an ongoing basis so that the 
Bail Schedule may be revised annually. 
 
ALLAN L. ROEDER KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
  

City Manager 
 

City Attorney 
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http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-04-18/4-18-06 Bail Schedule.pdf
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