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SUBJECT: BROADWAY AND EAST SIDE TRAFFIC STUNIES

In 1997 a comprehensive Daslside Residential Traffic Management Sludy was comploted
{Altachment 1) This study was Initiated by the City Counsil in responss o a petition from
residents of Hest 19" Strecl requesting the installation of specd huenps o addiess Bigh maffic
volumes, andd excessive speeds. At the Couneil public mestings on Jannary 15, and Fehruamy 5,
19906, 1o comsider such measwees, many residents of the suraunding cast side area also expressed

coneemns for wallic issuss on other arsa strects snd vequested similar messures be considersd on
those slrects as well,

Following the Fcbma];fv 3, 1996 Council mesting, saff conducied farther analyziz of (raffic
conditions oo Basl 197 Steet and adjacent aresials. A3 a resull of serious conoems by arca
residents, and Transporletion Services Stall regarding possible adverse eifecis in e surmounding
area (hat may result (rom the instalfarion of speed humps on Tast 10" Streel; the City Council, at
therr mecting of Apeil 15, 1996, divected stall o retain 2 consultant to condumcl & cotmprehenzive
traffic management study of the cast side residential srea, with focal representalion by interested
teidenleihusingss owness through @n Ad Hoe Commilics, to fully address rosidential tradfie issues
in East Side Costa Mesa,

Thes Eastside Residential Traffic Management Stuly included analvsis of gaffic sondifions in the
primeily residential east side area bounded by East 17" Strect to the soulh, Newport Boulevard 1o
the wesl, Wosa Diive to the north and Trvine Avenue m the sast, The Basside Smdy responded to
traflic concems expressed by many residents in the Eastside neighbarhioad regarding speed aind
wolume of vehicles aml non-local, cut-tlrough raffic wishin the residomtial environment, As »
means to astest the cwmrenl level of safery within the ekst side wes the Tastside Residential Tailic
Wanagement Stady included the cvaluation of the prevailing speed and volume of traffic, aceident
data, and a determination of the level ol oulside maffic passing through the aren,

The smdy documentsd exisling traffic conditiens and sxamined many trallic contral measures
designied with the patential to address coneerns of ara residents. Thess measures meluded specd
humps, four way stop comtrols, and physical diversion of maffie rom selooted residential streels by
Ihe use of diverlers or harmors to peohibic dwough movemsnt.

ATTACHMENT 1



In conjunslion with this smidy the City Council anthorized formabion of an Ad-Foe Commities of
local businesses and restdents fo assist in the shidy procsss. Followi ing an extensive public
velvernent and review proccss extending over a twelve-month p.dm-d the overwholming
consensus of the parlicipanis of the study was lo oof implement any sovere twallic diversion
measure but mstead, incresse polics visibiliny and enforccment of extsling fraffic regulalions. The
msiallation of spoed Turps or other severe measures, such as diverters or stresl closnres, to dismpt

the efficient flow of waftie wers not supported by the Ad-TToc Committes or the majority of
regidents atlending Lhe workshop sessions.

U September 2, 1957, a stall reporl was presanted to the City Council through 2 public hearing to
comaider the cc:-mpl-stf:d gludy aml the Ad Hoe Conunittee’s meommendations for traffic control on
the cust side (Aftachment 2} Following this public hearing, the City Conneil approved only low-
level traffic control measures that swould not direetly affeet normal cireulation pamers. Lxcerpls of
perlinent minules from this mecting arz attached for Counail's information {Allschment 33,

Dweer the past fow years the Cily bas implemented other measures to address tralfic concoms
within the Fastside arca, These measures inclede sigu_'mg ria.ﬂ'awing travel lanes on Tast 10"
Stresl and Broadwey; installation of additional stop signs on East 167 Stroet and East 197 Street;

installation of spesd humps an East 15" Street; and installation of bike lanes on Proadway and
Santz Ana Avenuc:

Retently, in Tanuary 2003, 2 fatal accident occurrsd on Broadway at the intsmsociion of Westiminster
Avene when @ vehicle simok a pedestrian crossing Broadway in 2 wheelchair, Upen completion
of an investipation by the Police Department, te dover of the vehicle fnvolved was found to be not
at fanlt.  Tollowing this tragic accident the City received corrcspondence. from two rosidents
requesting instzllation of stop signs on Broadway ot the interssction of Westminster Avenue fo
wnhance safely (Attachments 4 & 5).

Traffic conditions on Broadway have been 1eviewed during the proviously completed Bast Side
Stdy process as well as in recent years. Az a result of 2 thorough analysis of twaffic conditions on
Broadway, both prior to snd following the January 2003 accident, staff has repestedly determinsd
lhat the installation of stop signs on Droadway at Westminster Avenue does not mast seeaplad
slandands or warranls for their mstallation, and would, therefore, not be benelicial o overall traffic
salety.  While the installalion of stop signs may appear sn casy solutlon, in facl (his kind of
installation could contribuls o creating mare affic accidents at the intersoction.

The City has previously taken steps o redoce vehicular speeds on Boadway,  These include
creating narower maffic lanes by restriping Lo add bieyels lanes, additional speed limit postings at
cach quarter mile intersection, and installation of special “Slow Down You Are Fnlering A
Residential Meighhorhood” signs.

Sinee the Jamary 2003 tragic accident, and as menloned shove, staff has completed a furlher
review of fraffic conditions in this viciraty in order Lo assess any changes that may have acciered
since carlior studics. This review cnsompssses the area between 18" Strees and 19™ Strect, The
resnlis of this review when compared with historieal data indicate that east sids treffic conditions
have chanped very little since the 1997 sidy. The following table summsrizes maffie voliomne
counpts taleer on Broadway over the vears, The data indicates thal traflic voleme levels have nol
significantly changwd vver lime. The largest change bolween 1992 and 1994 may be anributahle to




the sempletion of the Costa Mesa Freeway o 19™ Strest and the o

cning af Trizngls Square, hath
in fane 1992

| Broadway al Westninsler Av_mm;j
Year 24 Hour Volume |
1062 2530 o
| 1wed e
B 2005 oo
2004 3040 |

Traffic eondifions Tave been consistent over the veans and are indicalive of trallic conditions staff
abeerves thronghout the Cily. However, Broadway is somewhat dilferent thas Lypieal residential
stroets. Generally all residential stvects in the City are cunstucted 4l a 40-$aot strect width,
Broadway however, was constitcted at a 50 foot strest width, The ncrcased wickth provides drvers
& maore clear view of conditions, and alzo provides o proater distance fiom parked vehicles. The
inereased width also incresscs the tirme & polestrian nesds bo cross the stroct,

In rewognilion of the ditference in width oo Broadway, and in order to fully respond to
for traffic salty, slaff has developed a number of allermastives in an effort to reduce vehicular specds
on this sfreet. These include tecluiques (o further narmow the tavel lancs by crealing islands at

variows miersections, and pussible reconstroction of cwbs and gotters to effectively namow the
streel

all concerns

The City Council at their Study Session of July 12, 2005, will tsceive a stadt meport deplieting 2
mange of traffic control options incumporsting the abowe alternalives  far consideration,
Transportation stail would he pleased to diseuss the attached material Tarther iF 2y member of
Counei] desires additional informalion ar this Gme.

Attachrnents ! Esstside Residential Traffic Manaprment Study
2 Blaff Report and recommendations of the Ad Hes Committes
3 Excerpt of mimtes ol Cily Couneil action
i Resident Comespondenes
5 Resident Comespondence
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