
 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  August 1, 2006               ITEM NUMBER:   IX-2 

SUBJECT: SANTA ANA RIVER HABITAT AND RECREATIONAL PLANNING GRANT & 
BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE 

 
DATE: JULY 13, 2006 
 
FROM:  City Manager’s Office 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

CAROL C. PROCTOR, MANAGEMENT ANALYST 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Carol C. Proctor at (714) 754-5688 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:
 
Provide direction on membership of Committee and adopt Resolution No. 06-__ 
authorizing City participation in the Santa Ana River Habitat and Recreational Planning 
project, and accepting a grant of $5,000 from The Wildlands Conservancy for said project. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Costa Mesa has been involved in the design and implementation of the 
elements of the Fairview Park Master Plan since it was approved in 1998.  Various recent 
park developments include the creation of coastal sage scrub habitat, the multi-purpose 
trail, the bridge, wetlands and riparian habitat, upper trails, and the multi-purpose trail 
immediately south of the Fairview Channel.  The City’s Fairview Park Friends Committee 
and staff have kept the public aware of these Master Plan developments, and have 
advised other agencies as well.  
 
Staff has participated in monthly meetings with the Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks 
(FHBP) for the planning of the Orange Coast River Park (OCRP).  The OCRP includes: 
Fairview Park at the northerly end; Talbert Park/Nature Preserve (County); Banning Ranch 
(County, City of Newport Beach & private land); and the Huntington Beach Wetlands 
Conservancy (in the City of Huntington Beach on Pacific Coast Highway, west of the 
Santa Ana River).  While the OCRP would be one of the largest parks in Orange County, it 
is still in the conceptual design phase.  At this time, land must still be purchased and 
specific elements designed and constructed before areas of the OCRP can become a 
reality.   
 
One aspect of the OCRP vision is to ensure access throughout the park—internally and 
from outside points.  Members of the FHBP who are at the forefront of the OCRP planning 
process have been working with The Wildlands Conservancy (TWC), a non-profit 
corporation.  TWC has coordinated a regional planning effort to maximize habitat 
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restoration and passive recreational opportunities all along the Santa Ana River, from San 
Bernardino County to the Orange County coast.  TWC has approached the City of Costa 
Mesa to join in the vision planning process of the Santa Ana River Parkway.  The proposal 
from TWC includes a $5,000 grant to assist the City in the development of a vision 
document for passive recreational uses and habitat protection in and next to the Santa 
Ana River along the City’s westerly border (see Attachment 1).  Attachment 2 contains 
website information from TWC on the Santa Ana River Habitat and Recreation Planning 
vision along the river trail.   
 
 

ANALYSIS:
 
At this time, the County of Orange and the cities of Huntington Beach, Newport Beach, 
and Santa Ana have already adopted resolutions to form a small “blue ribbon committee” 
in each of their respective communities, and to accept the $5,000 grant offered to each by 
TWC.  Each agency’s committee is tasked with preparing a vision document for their 
portion of the Santa Ana River for habitat restoration and passive recreational activities.  
Members of these committees have included Council Member(s), appointed officials, 
appropriate committee member(s), staff, and members of the public.   
 
The City of Newport Beach is currently in the process of forming their committee and 
believes the $5,000 grant will cover the cost of document preparation and any related 
costs because the goal is a broad vision.  However, the area of the Santa Ana River 
within Newport Beach is only at the mouth of the River.  The City of Huntington Beach 
already has a blue ribbon committee established and the committee has already 
initiated discussions of their vision statement (see Attachment 3 for details).  Huntington 
Beach’s easterly border spans about 3.75 miles along the Santa Ana River. 
 
Costa Mesa abuts the Santa Ana River on its westerly border for approximately 4.25 
miles.  A large portion of the properties along the River are zoned and developed 
institutional and recreational (I&R):  Suburbia Parks I & II; Mesa Verde Golf Course; 
Fairview Park; and Vista Park.  The County’s Talbert Nature Preserve is within the City’s 
western border, is also zoned I&R, and is included in this 4.25-mile portion, and Canyon 
Park is about ½ mile from the Santa Ana River.  A 115-foot wide strip owned by Southern 
California Edison, containing high voltage transmission lines and towers, occupies the 
northwesterly ½-mile portion of land within City boundaries, adjacent to the Santa Ana 
River.  It is industrially-zoned.  The remaining properties along the 4.25-mile border are 
predominantly single family residences (1-½ miles).  There are some existing as well as 
potential access areas along this border for members of our community and others to use 
locally and regionally, absent vehicular traffic.   
 
TWC’s tri-county effort (Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino) will further provide the 
opportunity for an enjoyable experience along the 110-mile Santa Ana River in the course 
of walking, running, or cycling.  Additionally, it will promote educational opportunities about 
various protected habitats in and along the River areas.  These activities and the Santa 
Ana River Habitat and Recreation Planning vision are consistent with both the City’s 
General Plan and the goals of the Orange Coast River Park; they would also complement 
the elements of the Fairview Park Master Plan.  
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 

(1) Establishment of a Blue Ribbon Committee and possible member considerations:  
 

a. Designate the Fairview Park Friends Committee to serve in this capacity; 
b. Designate the Parks and Recreation Commission to serve in this capacity; 
c. Have the Blue Ribbon Committee be comprised of members from both the 

Fairview Park Friends Committee and the Parks and Recreation Committee; 
or 

d. Create a new Committee. 
 
(2) Consider how the $5,000 grant funding will assist in the preparation of a “Vision 

Document.”  Some possibilities include: 
 

a. Have the City’s Blue Ribbon Committee work with staff from the Development 
Services and/or Public Services Departments with assistance from TWC 
representative, as needed, to plan a draft vision statement; 

b. Collaborate with surrounding agencies’ Blue Ribbon Committees, such as 
Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Santa Ana and the County of Orange and 
select members of the FHBP and OCRP to ensure a seamless master plan 
statement for this area of the Santa Ana River; and 

c. Share information with adjacent property owners, such as SCE, Mesa Verde 
Golf Course, the Mesa Verde Homeowners Association, and interested 
Westside Homeowners Associations on the creation of the Vision Document. 

 

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
A budget adjustment will be processed when The Wildlands Conservancy grant is 
received for the Santa Ana River and Recreation Planning project. 
 
 

LEGAL REVIEW:
 

The attached Resolution (Attachment 4) has been approved as to form by the City 
Attorney’s Office. 
 

CONCLUSION:
 
City Council needs to determine:  (1) whether to form a Blue Ribbon Committee, including 
what its membership will be; and (2) whether to proceed with the planning of a vision 
document as noted in the staff report, and secure $5,000 grant funding from The 
Wildlands Conservancy to assist the City in creating the document.    
 
 
 
CAROL C. PROCTOR THOMAS R. HATCH 
  

Management Analyst 
 

Assistant City Manager 
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ANN C. SHULTZ  ALLAN L. ROEDER 
   

Legislative & Public Affairs Manager  City Manager 
   
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
  

Director of Finance (fiscal review only) City Attorney (Legal Review Only) 
 

 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION: Parks & Recreation Commission 

Fairview Park Friends Committee 
Public Services Director 
Development Services Director 
Transportation Services Manager 
Senior Engineer/Parks Project Manager 
Fairview Park Plan Administrator 
 
D.P. Myers 
Projects Manager & Santa Ana River Coordinator 
The Wildlands Conservancy 
39611 Oak Glen Road, #12 
Oak Glen, CA 92399 
 
Jean Watt 
President 
Friends of Harbors, Beaches & Parks 
P.O. Box 9256 
Newport Beach, CA 92658 

 
   
ATTACHMENTS: 1  Letter from The Nature Conservancy
 2  TWC – Santa Ana River Trail Parkway Vision
 3  Agenda & Minutes from Huntington Beach Blue Ribbon 

Committee  
 4  Resolution No. 06-
 
 
Blue Ribbon Rpt 7-19-06 3:55 pm 
 
 

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-08-01/Attachment 1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-08-01/Attachment 2.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-08-01/Attachment 3.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-08-01/Attachment 3.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-08-01/Attachment 4 RESO - SA River-Wildlands Conserv 7-06 (2).pdf
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