
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  SEPTEMBER 5, 2006 ITEM NUMBER:  

SUBJECT: CITY’S MASTER DRAINAGE PLAN UPDATE 
 
DATE: AUGUST 24, 2006 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ERNESTO MUNOZ, CITY ENGINEER AT (714) 754-

5343 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 
• Give the second reading and adopt the Ordinance amending the Costa Mesa Municipal 

Code (CMMC), Title 15, Chapter III, to update the City’s drainage requirements 
(Attachment 1). 

 
• Adopt the attached Resolution setting and adjusting the new Drainage Impact Fees over 

a two-year period pursuant to Section 15.65 of the CMMC (Attachment 2). 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
City Council, at their regular meeting of August 15, 2006, adopted the updated City Master 
Drainage Plan and introduced the first reading of an Ordinance amending the Costa Mesa 
Municipal Code (CMMC), Title 15, Chapter III, to update the City’s drainage requirements 
(Attachment 1).  
 
Staff also presented new Drainage Impact Fees that would have increased the existing flat 
drainage fee of $1,000 per acre per the following table “A” for different land uses: 
 
Land Use Fee per Acre 
Residential  
      Low  $12,307 
      Medium $14,768 
      High $19,691 
Commercial/Industrial $22,153 

 
Table A:  Recommended Drainage Fee 
 
However, City Council directed staff to analyze and propose a fee structure which will gradually 
increase the fees to the target level. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Currently, the only designated revenue source available to fund storm drain improvements is the 
Drainage Impact Fee.  Drainage fees are collected when a developer processes a tract map, 
parcel map, constructs a new building, and/or redevelops an existing improved property as 
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defined in the CMMC.  The City’s current drainage fee of $1,000 per acre of new development 
was established in 1971.  The fee is significantly out of line with current construction costs.  
 
Staff presented several alternatives to the City Council (see attachment 3) at their regular 
meeting of August 15, 2006.   
 
Staff recommends that Council consider increasing the Drainage Fee per Table “B” below for 
the next two years and increase the fees per Table “A” for subsequent years.  These fees would 
be as follows: 
 
 
Land Use Fee per Acre 
Residential  
      Low  $6,283 
      Medium $7,539 
      High $10,052 
Commercial/Industrial $11,309 

Land Use Fee per Acre 
Residential  
      Low  $12,307 
      Medium $14,768 
      High $19,691 
Commercial/Industrial $22,153 

 
Table B:  Proposed Drainage Fee for the next Table A:  Proposed Drainage Fee 
 two years after two years 
 
Based on a historical review of previous development/redevelopment in the City, the estimated 
annual revenue would be $211,000 for the next two years and would increase to an annual 
estimated revenue of $400,000 for the subsequent years.  It should be noted that this proposed 
Drainage Fee schedule will still require other supplemental (i.e. grants, Gas Tax, Measure “M” 
Turnback, bonds, etc.) funding sources in order to be able to construct and/or reconstruct any 
significant storm drain projects in the future. 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
Various alternatives were presented to the City Council at their regular meeting of August 15, 
2006.  (See Attachment 3)   
 
FISCAL REVIEW: 
 
The Drainage Fee Fund currently generates approximately $24,500 per year and may be used 
towards storm drain upgrade projects Citywide.  A Drainage Impact Fee increase would 
generate additional revenue to offset the cost of the recommended storm drain upgrades, per 
the newly adopted Citywide Master Drainage Plan.  City Council may consider additional 
appropriations for storm drain upgrades at their annual budget deliberations.  These 
appropriations would be subject to funding availability.  
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The City Attorney has prepared the amendment to the Drainage Ordinance (Attachment 1) and 
the resolution setting the new Drainage Impact Fees (Attachment 2). 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council give the second reading and adopt the Ordinance 
amending the Costa Mesa Municipal Code (CMMC), Title 15, Chapter III, to update the City’s 
drainage requirements (Attachment 1).  Staff also recommends adoption of the Resolution to set 
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the updated Dainage Impact Fee (Attachment 2).  This Resolution will adjust the fee over a two-
year period. 
 
 
 
 
ERNESTO MUNOZ WILLIAM J. MORRIS  
City Engineer Director of Public Services   
 
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW  
Director of Finance City Attorney  
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http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-09-05/MDPAdoptOrdResoAttach1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-09-05/MDPAdoptOrdResoReportAttach2.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2006/2006-09-05/MDPAdoptOrdResoReportAttach3.pdf

