
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  MARCH 6, 2007                                           ITEM NUMBER:          

SUBJECT: HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT WITH ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT 
FOR SEWER REHABILITATION AT GISLER AVENUE AND COLLEGE AVENUE 

 
DATE: FEBRUARY 22, 2007 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

WILLIAM J. MORRIS, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ERNESTO MUNOZ, CITY ENGINEER,  AT 714-754-5343 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Approve the Hold Harmless Agreement and authorize the City Engineer to sign the agreement on 
behalf of the City. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Orange County Sanitation District’s (OCSD) sewer pump station located at 3190 College 
Avenue, on the southeast corner of Gisler Avenue and College Avenue (Attachment #1) is 
scheduled to be upgraded during an extensive rehabilitation project by OCSD.  The pump station 
rehabilitation project includes underground and above-ground facilities, public improvements 
(sidewalk, curb and gutter), landscaping, and a new building structure to house the underground 
facilities.  Since the structure is within the public right-of-way, OCSD has  obtained an 
encroachment permit with the City.  In conjunction with the encroachment permit, a Hold Harmless 
Agreement has been requested by the City.  Upon completion, the pump station reconstruction will 
not impact the existing street right-of-way improvements other than the new construction of an 
access ramp, sidewalk, and a more aesthetic appearance to the pump station location.  
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Staff  is currently reviewing OCSD’s plan submittal for compliance with all applicable standards.   A 
letter of conditions was submitted to OCSD outlining a set of conditions for the proposed 
improvements (Attachment 2).  The letter was signed by both parties, OCSD and the City, in 
acknowledgement of the project development conditions.  As part of the encroachment process for 
a project with significant and diverse improvements proposed within the public right-of-way such as 
this project, a Hold Harmless Agreement is required with the encroachment permit.  The Hold 
Harmless Agreement incorporates many of the items of the letter of conditions already established 
(Attachment 3).  Legal counsel for OCSD has approved the Hold Harmless Agreement as to form.    
 
The Hold Harmless Agreement will protect and indemnify the City from liability associated with  the 
rehabilitation work, subsequent operation of the pump station, and the release of pollutants to the 
City storm drain system during and after the rehabilitation work.   
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ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
The City Council could choose not to approve the Hold Harmless Agreement for the OCSD Pump 
Station Rehabilitation project.  This alternative would not adequately cover the City on a number of 
liability issues during and after rehabilitation work on  the OCSD pump station.  This alternative is 
not recommended. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The City Attorney’s office has reviewed and approved the attached Hold Harmless Agreement as to 
form. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Approval of this item has no fiscal impacts to the City. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Staff recommends the City Council approve the Hold Harmless Agreement between the City and 
OCSD and authorize the City Engineer to sign on behalf of the City. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
ERNESTO MUNOZ     WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
City Engineer      Director of Public Services 
 
Attachments 1 – Location Map
  2 – Letter of Conditions
  3 – Hold Harmless Agreement
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