
 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  May 01, 2007                     ITEM NUMBER:   

SUBJECT: BUDGET ADJUSTMENT FOR GRANT FUNDS AWARDED BY THE CALIFORNIA OFFICE 
OF TRAFFIC SAFETY FOR VEHICLE SEAT BELT ENFORCEMENT. 

 
DATE: APRIL 19, 2007 
 
FROM:  POLICE DEPARTMENT- FIELD OPERATIONS DIVISION  
 
PRESENTATION BY: ROBERT SHARPNACK, SGT. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY BUREAU, MOTOR SUPERVISOR 
                                                  
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ROBERT SHARPNACK, SGT 

(714) 754-5122 

___________________________________________ 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

1. Accept the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) grant for $39,929 for vehicle 
seat belt enforcement. 

 
2. Approve the attached budget adjustment number BA 07-072 to appropriate 

$39,929 to the Police Department’s operating budget for overtime. 
   

BACKGROUND: 
 
Each year, the California Office of Traffic Safety awards grant funds to local law 
enforcement agencies that participate in the “California Seat Belt Compliance 
Campaign.”  This year, the grant will be administered by the UC Berkeley Traffic Safety 
Center for the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).  Law enforcement agencies of 
our size can apply for up to $40,000 to cover personnel overtime costs during the 
campaign.  The California Seat Belt Compliance Campaign will be conducted May 14, 
2007 through June 3, 2007.   
 
The California Click It or Ticket (CIOT) goal is to increase seat belt use statewide to 93.7% 
in 2007 through the combined efforts of the California Highway Patrol (CHP), Office of 
Traffic Safety and local law enforcement.  The CIOT strategy is to focus public information 
and enforcement on persons who fail to use seat belts during the May 2007 Buckle Up 
America/Operation ABC National Mobilization.  OTS will coordinate the public information 
element of the campaign for one week prior to, and during the May enforcement 
mobilization period. 
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The week prior to the mobilization, Costa Mesa Traffic Safety Bureau personnel will 
complete a Press Release explaining the CIOT campaign.  The Press Release will warn 
vehicle drivers and passengers that officers will be issuing citations to persons not wearing 
seat belts from May 14, through June 3, 2007, which includes the upcoming Memorial Day 
weekend.  While officers will be writing tickets, compliance with the law, saving lives and 
preventing injuries is the goal.   
 
A seat belt usage survey will be completed prior to the mobilization.  An officer in an 
unmarked vehicle will conduct an observational study of drivers at a selected location and 
document whether seat belts are utilized.  At the conclusion of the mobilization period, a 
post campaign survey will also be taken.  An officer will conduct the survey on the same 
day, same time period and at the same location as the pre mobilization survey.  At the 
conclusion of the mobilization, the data will be forwarded to OTS. 
 
Throughout the CIOT campaign, on an overtime basis, supervisors and officers will be 
assigned solely to seat belt enforcement duties.  The exception would be an in-progress 
type call or an arrest.  In which case the officer(s) would respond and return to seat belt 
enforcement when the task is completed.      
 
Personnel will conduct their enforcement during daylight hours, or in well-illuminated areas 
where they can readily observe the wearing or not wearing of seat belts by vehicle 
occupants.  The work shifts will run five or more hours each day throughout the week.  
There will be no fixed posts or checkpoints and officers will work throughout the City.  The 
violators will be stopped as violations are observed.  Officers will look for violations in 
Enforcement Zones (a geographical area), or by Saturation Patrols (a designated section 
of roadway), or a combination of both enforcement strategies.  
 
Officer’s citations will be recorded throughout the mobilization period.  At the end of the 
campaign, the total number of citations issued will be forwarded to OTS.     
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Traditionally, Costa Mesa Police Traffic Officers have aggressively enforced all vehicle 
safety restraint violations that they observe while conducting traffic enforcement.  
Although injuries are always a possibility when vehicles collide, vehicle safety restraints 
can significantly reduce the severity of those injuries.  In many cases, safety restraints 
have saved lives.   
 
The Costa Mesa Police Department made application (attachment #2) for grant funds 
associated with the California Seat Belt Compliance Campaign.  Augmenting current 
seat belt enforcement efforts with these grant funds can potentially reduce the number 
of injury traffic collisions within the City of Costa Mesa.  Police Department staff 
received a written approval letter for a total of $39,929 in grant funds for the California 
Seat Belt Compliance Campaign.   
 
The grant funds will pay for Traffic Safety Bureau personnel overtime to enforce all seat 
belt related traffic violations during the mobilization period.  A total of 605 hours of 
overtime will be dedicated to the campaign and paid solely by this grant.  An additional 
20 hours of overtime will be paid through the grant to cover associated clerical work.   
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At the end of the campaign, Police Department staff will prepare a final report for 
submission to the California Office of Traffic Safety.  This report will pave the way for 
additional grant funding next year for the same purpose in Costa Mesa.     
   

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
None 

FISCAL REVIEW: 

The attached budget adjustment BA 07-072 will recognize $39,929 in grant funds as 
revenue and appropriate the funds to the Police Department’s Operations Services 
Division overtime account. 

LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The City Attorney’s Office has reviewed the grant and has approved it as to form. 

CONCLUSION:
Police Department Staff recommends approval of Budget Adjustment 07-072. 
  
 
 
ROBERT SHARPNACK CHRISTOPHER SHAWKEY 
  

Traffic Safety Bureau Chief of Police 
 

 

 
 
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
  

Director of Finance City Attorney 
 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION: City Manager 

City Attorney 
Finance Director 
City Clerk 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 1 Budget Adjustment 07-072 
 2 Grant Application 
 3 Grant Contract Agreement 
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