
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
MEETING DATE:  June 5, 2007                 NUMBER:   

 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION OPPOSING ANY CHANGE IN USE OF NEWPORT 
BEACH GOLF COURSE AND SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
ACTIVE RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AT 1100 BRISTOL STREET  

 
DATE: MAY 17, 2007 
 
FROM:  CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE/ADMINISTRATION 
 
PRESENTATION BY: THOMAS R. HATCH, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: THOMAS R. HATCH (714) 754-5288
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council determine if the City of Costa Mesa should 
adopt the attached Resolution (see Attachment 1) opposing any change in land use of 
the Newport Beach Golf Course and supporting the development of active recreational 
facilities on the County’s flood control property at 1100 Bristol Street. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Council Member Foley has requested that staff prepare this staff report and the 
attached Resolution for consideration by the City Council.  The Resolution in 
Attachment 1, if adopted, would communicate to the County Board of Supervisors that 
the City of Costa Mesa is in opposition to any change in the land use of the Newport 
Beach Golf Course, and that the City Council desires for the County to enter into a new 
lease for the continued operations of a golf course.  The Resolution also would support 
the development of active recreational facilities on the current Bristol Street Mini-
Storage site.   
 
Newport Beach Golf Course 
 
The County of Orange owns the 20-acre site west of Irvine Avenue and north of Mesa 
Drive which contains the final 9 holes or the “back 9” of the Newport Beach Golf Course 
which opened in 1976 (see Attachment 2 for map).  It is approximately 3,180 yards long, 
and is known as a “par 3” or “executive” course because it is much shorter in length 
than most 18-hole courses.   It is a public course that is considered affordable and one 
of few available for night-time golf.  Discounts are provided to senior citizens and the 
course has active men’s and women’s clubs.  Fees are low with the highest fee for 18 
holes only $25 for non-senior, peak-time usage.  Approximately 50,000 rounds of golf 
are played at the course each year. 
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The “back 9” is in the “Airport Runway Protection Zone,” as it is directly across State 
Route 73 from John Wayne Airport (JWA) runway.  The property is not within the Santa 
Ana Heights Specific Plan and is not within the jurisdictional boundaries of the cities of 
Newport Beach or Costa Mesa.   
 
The County has been leasing the property to a private vendor that has operated the 
“back 9” holes for many years but the lease expired on January 1, 2007 (the other half 
of the golf course is located on land owned by the Irvine Company under a separate 
lease).  A six-month extension has been granted and month-by-month extensions are 
contemplated until the County makes a decision of the future use of the “back 9” 
property.  Before entering into a lease extension for the golf course, County staff has 
been asked by the County Chief Executive Officer to look at other alternative uses for 
this property.  One of those uses being studied by JWA staff is the use for rental parking 
for JWA customers among other alternatives.  Currently, the Airport has “ready car 
parking” for pick-up and drop-off; that is contemplated to remain.  Under review is the 
consolidation of airport storage of vendors’ rental vehicles that are now scattered 
throughout the area.  The County has made no proposal or decision to use the golf 
course property for this purpose; it is merely one of the concepts being studied.  
Specific details concerning any plans for the reuse of this property for Airport rental car 
operations is unknown at this time. 
 
The golf course has been a popular recreational benefit to the area’s residents and has 
been known as a good place for many new golfers to learn to play golf in a more 
relaxed environment.  The golf course is compatible with JWA operations while 
providing open space that is visually attractive and has become part of the Santa Ana 
Heights community.   
 
Bristol Street Property 
 
Bristol Street Mini-Storage is currently located at 1100 Bristol Street in the City of Costa 
Mesa, but its rental of the property will end on December 31, 2007.  The property is 
owned by the County of Orange and is approximately six acres in size.  Currently, the 
County is considering other possible uses for this site.  The County Flood Control 
Division has a number of flood control and drainage facilities located at and below the 
surface of the property, making it largely unsuitable for permanent development with 
concrete and/or structures.  Given that this property is located away from homes, it 
could assist the City in meeting some unmet needs for active recreational space.  
Development of this site with lighted athletic fields would be consistent with City 
Council’s expressed goals of developing more field space while minimizing the impacts 
to residents.   
 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
The City Council could decide not to adopt the attached Resolution.   
  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no fiscal impact related to this Resolution. 
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LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The City Attorney has approved the form of the attached Resolution. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The attached Resolution, if adopted, would communicate to the County Board of 
Supervisors that the City of Costa Mesa is in opposition to any change in the land use of 
the Newport Beach Golf Course, and supports the Bristol Street property being 
developed for active recreational use.    
 
 
 
_______________________________       
THOMAS R. HATCH 
Assistant City Manager     
 
 
Attachments: 1 – Resolution  
  2 – Area Map  

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2007/2007-06-05/Attachment%201%20-%20Resolution%20NB%20Golf%20-%20Mini%20Storage%206-5-07.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2007/2007-06-05/Attachment%202%20-%20NB%20Golf%20-%20Mini%20Storage%206-5-07.pdf
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Attachment 1   

RESOLUTION NO. 07- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA, OPPOSING ANY 
CHANGE IN THE LAND USE OF THE NEWPORT 
BEACH GOLF COURSE AND SUPPORTING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 1100 BRISTOL STREET SITE FOR 
ACTIVE RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COSTA MESA DOES HEREBY 
RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, in 1976, the Newport Beach Golf Course began operating and 

providing low-cost golf opportunities to the community; and  

 

WHEREAS, for more than 30 years the Newport Beach Golf Course has been 

the only public golf course in the area offering 18 holes of night golf; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Newport Beach Golf Course provides affordable golfing 

opportunities for families, seniors, men, women and children of our community, 

including active men’s and women’s clubs, youth programs, and summer youth golf 

camp, and hosts numerous charity events benefiting local organizations and worthwhile 

causes; and  
 
WHEREAS, the 18 holes of the Newport Beach Golf Course offers an oasis of 

green space located near the John Wayne Airport and many freeways; and  

 

WHEREAS, the use of the golf course’s “back 9” for rental car storage or other 

non-recreational purpose would damage this affordable golf course as a valued amenity 

and reduce recreational opportunities available to area residents; and  

 

 WHEREAS, more active lighted facilities for recreational purposes is needed in 

both Costa Mesa and Newport Beach; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the current operations on the County property at 1100 Bristol Street 

will conclude in December of 2007 and no specific reuse has been designated for this 

site. 



 5

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Costa Mesa opposes any change in the land use of the Newport Beach Golf Course 

and supports the continued operations of the property as a golf course; and  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Costa Mesa 

supports the development of the County property at 1100 Bristol Street for active, 

lighted recreational purposes.   

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5th day of June, 2007. 

 
 
 
             
      ___________________________________ 
      Allan R. Mansoor, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
________________________               ___________________________________ 
Julie Folcik, City Clerk        Kimberly Hall Barlow, City Attorney 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE )  
CITY OF COSTA MESA ) 
 

I, JULIE FOLCIK, City Clerk of the City of Costa Mesa, DO HEREBY CERTIFY 
that the above and foregoing is the original of Resolution No. 07-__ and was duly 
passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Costa Mesa at a regular meeting 
held on the 3rd day of April, 2007, by the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
AYES:  COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
NOES: COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereby set my hand and affixed the seal of the 
City of Costa Mesa this 5th day of June, 2007. 
 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      JULIE FOLCIK, CITY CLERK 
 


