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Long Beach 

5.26.010 Carnival. 

Every person conducting, managing, carrying on or maintaining any game, exhibition, entertainment 
feature, show, amusement or recreational device or concession booth at any carnival or local fair and 
charging or collecting any admission fee or purchase price, or accepting any freewill offering or other 
compensation therefor shall obtain from the city manager any permit required by ordinance for the 
operation of such activity. (Ord. C-6260 § 1 (part), 1986). 

5.26.030 Carnival concessions. 

A. No person, whether as principal, agent, employee, or otherwise, shall conduct, manage, carry on 
or maintain any game, exhibition, entertainment feature, show, amusement, or recreational device 
or concession booth at any carnival or local fair without first obtaining a permit so to do, in writing, 
from the city manager or his designee. The applicant shall set forth the exact location at which it is 
proposed to conduct such activity and its expected duration, names of all persons interested in or 
associated with such activity, the present address of all such persons and such other data as the 
city manager might deem pertinent to the particular activity. 
B. If the city manager finds and determines that the conduct of the activity for which the permit is 
requested will comport with the public safety and welfare, and for this purpose he may consider all 
matters bearing upon the place where it is proposed to conduct such activity, the character, 
reputation and moral fitness of those who will be in charge of it or partake in its operation, together 
with any other evidence relating thereto, he shall grant such permit; otherwise, he may deny the 
same. 
C. Any permit issued pursuant to this section shall not exceed a maximum of five days, and shall be 
nontransferable. (Ord. C-6260 § 1 (part), 1986). 

5.26.040 Fees. 

Each and every application for any permit required under this Chapter 5.26 shall be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable permit fee established by resolution adopted pursuant to Section 5.04.040. (Ord. C-6260 § 1 
(part), 1986). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Huntington Beach 
 

5.16.070 Amusement activities. License fees are imposed for amusement activities as follows:  
 

Carnival 
 

  
$187.50 D  

Applicants for entertainment permits shall file a written, signed and acknowledged application with the Business License 
Department showing:  
(1) The true, full name and any other names, including aliases, used by the applicant, and the permanent 
 address of applicant;  
(2) The days of the week, specific hours and address where the entertainment is proposed;  
(3) The true, full name or names and any other names, including aliases of the person or persons having 
 the management or supervision of applicant's business;  
(4) A statement of the nature and character of applicant's business, if any, to be carried on in conjunction 
 with such entertainment;  
(5) Whether or not the person or persons having the management or supervision of applicant's business 
 have been convicted of a crime, the nature of such offense, and the sentence received therefore;  
(6) Such other reasonable information as to the identity or character of the person or persons having the  
management or supervision of applicant's business as the Chief of Police may deem necessary.  
5.44.050 Permit--Granting. After the making and filing of the application, the Business License Department 
shall refer the matter to the Chief of Police for investigation and report thereon. The Chief of Police shall 
approve and issue an entertainment permit if the application and evidence submitted show that:  
(3) The entertainment to be provided would not attract crowds considered large for that location, would not overwhelm the 
available police and safety services, and would not be incompatible with the surrounding environment,  
(5) Considering where the entertainment is to be presented and its proximity to other businesses, residences, and the 
surrounding environs, there exist possible effective means of mitigating the noise emanating from the business to a level of 
insignificance and in compliance with Huntington Beach Municipal Code Section 8.40  
 

 
   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEWPORT BEACH 

11.03.050 Standards and Requirements. 

A. Duration of Events. Events lasting more than thirty (30) consecutive days shall be deemed “temporary 
land uses” and shall be regulated by Section 20.60.015 of the Zoning Code (Title 20). 
B. Event Site and Hours of Operation. Special event activities shall be limited to the areas so designated in 
the permit approval. Special events shall not be conducted between the hours of eleven p.m. and seven 
a.m. unless the Reviewing Authority determines that other hours of operation will not result in conditions 
materially detrimental to nearby property owners, residents, or businesses, or to public health or safety. 
C. Other Requirements. In addition to the requirements set out in this section, the Reviewing Authority may 
also impose conditions of approval relating to use of City beaches, fire protection, traffic, parking, security, 
dust control, water quality protection of the bay and ocean, noise temporary structures, signs and banners, 
outdoor lighting, insurance, and other matters deemed by the Reviewing Authority to be necessary for 
protection of public health, safety and general welfare. 
the Director shall conduct an appropriate investigation, including consultation with other departments and 
site visits as deemed necessary. The Director shall then approve a special event permit, with or without 
conditions, unless he or she finds that: 

a. Special review of the proposed special event by the City Manager is required under subsection G 
of Section 11.03.060; 
b. One or more of the standards of Section 11.03.050 of this chapter are not met; 
c. The special event will cause substantial traffic, safety or health hazards within any area of the City; 
d. The special event will cause excessive noise impacts that will be materially detrimental to the 
general public, property owners, residents, or businesses near the special event site or route; 
e. The special event is scheduled to occur at a location and time in conflict with another special event 
scheduled for the same day or weekend and such conflict will create conditions materially detrimental 
to the general public or to nearby property owners, residents, or businesses, or would adversely 
impact the City’s ability to provide adequate services; 
f. The special event is proposed to be located in or upon a building or premises which is hazardous to 
the health or safety of the special event attendees under the standards established by the Uniform 
Building or Fire Codes; 
g. The time, route, or size of the special event is reasonably likely to substantially interrupt the safe 
and orderly movement of traffic contiguous to the special event site or route, or disrupt the use of a 
street at a time when it is usually subject to great traffic congestion; or the special event is not 
reasonably likely to move from its point of origin to its point of termination in four hours or less; 
h. The concentration of persons, animals and vehicles at the site of the special event, or the 
assembly and disbanding areas around a special event, is reasonably likely to prevent proper police, 
fire, or ambulance services to areas contiguous to the special event; 
i. The size of the special event is reasonably likely to require diversion of so great a number of police 
officers of the City to ensure that participants stay within the boundaries or route of the special event, 
or to protect participants in the event, as to prevent normal protection to the rest of the City. Nothing 
herein authorizes denial of a permit because of the need to protect participants from the conduct of 
others, if reasonable permit conditions can be imposed to allow for adequate protection of special 
event participants with the number of police officers available to police the special event; 
j. The location of the special event is reasonably likely to substantially interfere with any construction 
or maintenance work scheduled to take place upon or along the City streets, or a previously granted 
encroachment permit; 
k. The special event lacks adequate parking for employees and the public attending the proposed 
event under the applicable standards of Chapter 20.66 of the Code, except where the special event is 
part of an existing legal nonconforming use with respect to parking; 
l. The application is made by an Applicant for a special event where conditions of a previous permit 
issued to the Applicant were violated, or where any City ordinance, rule or regulation was violated; 
m. The special event is in conflict with applicable provisions of any federal, state and/or local laws; 
n. Information in the application or supplemental information is found to be materially false or 
misleading; and 
o. The special event will have an adverse effect on the health, safety or welfare of the public. 

 
 



SANTA ANA 
AMUSEMENT SERVICES: 
(c)   Carnival, circuses, concerts, tent shows and open air shows seating not more than 4,000 
persons: 
First day . . . 100.00 D 
Each additional day . . . 50.00 D 
(d)   Carnival, circuses, concerts, tent shows and open air shows seating more than 4,000 
persons: 
First day . . . 250.00 D 
Each additional day . . . 150.00 D 
 
Parking requirements: 
Sec. 41-1377. Carnivals. 

The minimum off-street parking requirements for carnivals are as follows: three (3) 
spaces for each booth or ride. 
 
General: 
Sec. 41-195.5. Temporary outdoor activities. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the following activities may be 
conducted in any C1, C1-MD, C2, C3, C3-A, C4, C5, M1, M2, CSM, GC, P, SD with commercial 
use, or SP with commercial use district and are not required to be carried on within an enclosed 
building, provided they are carried on in accordance with the limitations hereinafter set forth, and 
provided a land use certificate is first obtained in accordance with sections 41-675 through 41-
677: 
 
(f)   Carnivals, circuses, radio or d.j. remotes and outdoor music concerts, provided the following 
conditions are met: 
(1)   The activity is not conducted on the same lot for more than five (5) successive days in any 
one-year period and may not occur more than five (5) days in any one-year period. 
(2)   Hours of activities shall not begin earlier than 10:00 a.m. and do not continue past 11:00 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and do not begin earlier than 11:00 a.m. and do not continue past 9:00 
p.m. on Sunday. 
(3)   Off-street parking shall be provided in the manner prescribed in Article XV of the Santa Ana 
Municipal Code. 
(4)   On-site circulation shall be maintained in a manner that will assure efficient internal parking 
lot circulation. Also, lots shall assure that vehicles need not exit on the street then re-enter the lot 
to find another parking space. 
(5)   No equipment and/or rides may be located on the lot of such activity for more than forty-eight 
(48) hours prior to opening day. 
(6)   All equipment and rides used for such activity must be removed within twenty-four (24) hours 
of closing, day of activity. 
(7)   Noise sources associated with construction, dismantling of equipment, deliveries and rides, 
shall be permitted provided said activities do not take place between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. on weekdays, Saturday or Sunday. 
(8)   A 30-foot setback clear of, but not limited to, equipment, booths, stages and rides shall be 
maintained at all times along any property line abutting residential uses. 
(9)   The activity is subject to cancellation or additional conditions if conducted in a manner 
detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of the community as determined by authorized City of 
Santa Ana representatives including police, fire, public works, or downtown development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IRVINE 
Special event:  For the purpose of this chapter, the words "special event" shall refer to 
any temporary event not exceeding 30 days (except Christmas tree sales, which may 
endure for a period not to exceed 45 days) whether indoors or outdoors, or on improved 
or unimproved property, which is inconsistent with either the zone in which the subject 
property is located, the uses to which the property may legally be put, or the occupancy 
levels permitted thereon. "Special events" shall also refer to any activity that may 
resulting in the closure of any public streets, or any activities which may temporarily 
require the installation of materials or devices using building, electrical, mechanical, 
plumbing, flammable or similar materials. "Special events" may include, but are not 
limited to, certain outdoor, short-term events such as walkathons, marathon runs, cycling 
events, and sporting events, or any combination thereof.  

A.   Major special events shall mean those events that impact multiple 
departments within the City and have attendance or participation by 1,500 or 
more persons, or will have a substantial impact on City roadways or rights-of-way 
(i.e., carnivals, parades, festivals, car races, marathon events).   
 


