
 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  DECEMBER 4, 2007                                      ITEM NUMBER:        

SUBJECT: 2008 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM  
 
DATE: NOVEMBER 19, 2007 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

PETER NAGHAVI, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES MANAGER 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PETER NAGHAVI, TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

MANAGER, 714-754-5182 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:
 
Adopt resolution approving projects for inclusion in the Orange County Transportation 
Authority’s (OCTA) Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) for Fiscal Years 
2008-2014 (Attachment 1).

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is in the process of updating the 
Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP).  The RTIP is a comprehensive 
programming document that contains detailed project lists of all regionally significant 
transportation improvements in the Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) region.  Development and adoption of the RTIP is required in order to receive 
State and Federal funding.  The RTIP will be developed by OCTA and then will be 
forwarded to the SCAG, the State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
and finally Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for inclusion in the Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP).   

ANALYSIS
OCTA requests that Cities in Orange County review projects in the current Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP).  This includes a review of project 
descriptions, budgets, schedule status, and environmental documents.  Along with the 
review, OCTA requests that Cities identify any new projects that are regionally significant, 
have State/Federal funding, or anticipate receiving State/Federal funding in the future. 
 
The following is a list of projects that the City is the lead agency and are included in the 
current as well as for the proposed updated RTIP: 
 
• Fairview Road / I-405 Interchange Widening (FY 2007-08): 
This project includes the widening of the Fairview Road bridge over the I-405 Freeway to 
result in the addition of a third southbound left-turn lane from southbound Fairview Road to 
southbound I-405 and SR-73 Freeways. 
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• Harbor Boulevard / I-405 Interchange Improvements (FY 2007-08): 
This project includes removal of the existing slope embankment along northbound 
Harbor Boulevard behind the columns of the I-405 Freeway and adding a tie-back wall.  
This will provide room for the addition of a dedicated onramp lane to northbound I-405 
Freeway from northbound Harbor Boulevard and enable the extension of the fourth 
northbound through lane on Harbor Boulevard to north of South Coast Drive. 
 
• Newport Boulevard/17th Street and Newport Boulevard/19th Street (FY 2007-09): 
These projects result in the addition of a fourth northbound through lane on Newport 
Boulevard between 17th Street and 19th Street and a fourth southbound through lane on 
Newport Boulevard from 19th Street to Broadway.  In addition, the project provides 
pedestrian and aesthetic improvements in the corridor. 
 
• SR-55 Southbound Frontage Road / Paularino Avenue (FY 2012-14): 
This project adds a southbound right-turn lane from southbound SR-55 Frontage Road 
to westbound Paularino Avenue. 
 
• SR–55 Northbound Frontage Road / Paularino Avenue (FY 2012-14): 
This project adds a through lane to the northbound SR-55 Frontage Road and a 
westbound right-turn lane from Paularino Avenue to northbound SR-55 Frontage Road. 
 
• SR-55 Southbound Frontage Road / Baker Street (FY 2012-13): 
This project adds a free right-turn lane from southbound SR-55 offramp to westbound 
Baker Street. 
 
• SR-55 Northbound Frontage Road / Baker Street (FY 2012-13): 
This project adds a left-turn lane from eastbound Baker Street to northbound SR-55/I-405 
onramp and a left-turn lane from northbound SR-55 Frontage Road to westbound Baker 
Street. 
 
Staff is requesting the inclusion of one additional regional project in the RTIP, as 
described below: 
 
• Harbor Boulevard – Adams Avenue intersection (FY 2012-14): 
This project includes addition of a third eastbound left-turn lane and a third northbound 
left-turn lane at this intersection.  These improvements are consistent with the City’s 
General Plan as well as mitigation in the Memorandum of Understanding executed for 
future deletion of the Garfield Avenue/Gisler Avenue bridge over the Santa Ana River.  
As funding for this project has not yet been identified, this project is proposed to be 
programmed in Fiscal Years 2012-2014. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 
Alternatives considered include the option of not adopting the resolution. According to 
OCTA, this would result in the City being ineligible for future Federal or State grant 
funds for these projects. 
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FISCAL REVIEW: 

The RTIP resolution requires the City commitment of funding for the implementation of 
its projects.  However, this requirement is only for projects within the fiscal years of 
2008-2011.  Projects proposed for 2012-2014 Fiscal Years are based on anticipated 
revenues from local, state and federal sources.  The City has included only the 
committed projects of Fairview Road/I-405 Interchange, Harbor Boulevard/I-405 
Widening and Newport Boulevard Improvements in the Fiscal Years 2008-2011.  All 
other projects are identified for Fiscal Years 2012-2014, where a funding commitment is 
not required at this time. 

LEGAL REVIEW:
The City Attorney’s office has reviewed and approved the resolution as to form.   

CONCLUSION:
OCTA requests that Cities review the projects in the current RTIP and is soliciting 
modifications and additions to the projects.  The City of Costa Mesa staff has reviewed the 
projects listed and has revised the information for accuracy and suggests the inclusion of 
Harbor Boulevard/Adams Avenue project in the 2008 RTIP.  The attached Resolution 
provides City Council approval of projects for inclusion in the RTIP and provides City’s 
commitment for projects.  Staff requests City Council approval of the attached Resolution.  
 
 
 
 
 
PETER NAGHAVI  
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