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TO:    THE COSTA MESA PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
FROM;  THE COSTA MESA BARK PARK FOUNDATION 
 
SUBJECT:  EXPANSION OF DOG PARK – GENERAL DOG AREA  
 

DATE OF HEARING:  August 27, 2008 
 
 

   The Costa Mesa Bark Park Foundation ( The Foundation) hereby submits the following report in 
support of their request that the Parks and Recreations Commission approve the following: 

• The general dog area* of the Costa Mesa Bark Park be re-fenced and expanded into the 
area set forth in Exhibit A, in  accordance with the conditions set forth in the current report 
from City Staff. 

 
*The “general dog area” is defined as the section of the park that is unrestricted as to usage.  
 

 INTRODUCTION 
 

 In our previous appearance before this Commission on this subject we set forth all the reasons we felt 
expansion was warranted and desirable and we were edified that a majority of the Commissioners agreed 
with us.  The matter was then sent to the City Council and approved by them unanimously.  
 

City Staff still had reservations but after extensive discussion with Staff, the City Manager and 
Councilperson Dixon a plan was conceived that everyone felt comfortable with.  This plan is set forth in the 
City’s Staff Report presented to the Commission this day.   

 
Although supportive, certain questions were raised by the Commissioners at our last meeting and we 

want to assure you that these questions were addressed and have been answered as follows: 
 

DISPOSITION OF THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD FACILITY 
AND HOW IT WOULD EFFECT THE BARK PARK 

 
At least one Commissioner questioned the need for the expansion – and the timing – as the future of 

the large parcel of land next to Bark Park was in question and may change everything if acquired by the City. 
 
It is now the Foundation’s understanding that the disposition of this land (previously occupied by the 

Air National Guard) is no longer in question. It will not be acquired by the City but, instead, will be used by 
the Army Reserves.  Thus, there is no longer any possibility of this land being used to expand the Bark Park 
for a long time, if ever. 
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INAPPROPRIATE USE OF THIS AREA AT NIGHT – SAFETY CONCERNS 

 
 We have heard that the area between the National Guard facility and the tennis courts is a problem 
area for the City and law enforcement.  It is hidden from view and a perfect place for illegal activities, 
loitering and other concerns.  Currently the utility gate at this end of the dog park is locked at all times unless 
being used by utility trucks or contractors. If the area we are requesting is added to the dog park, then it, also, 
would be locked at all times and this might actually benefit the City by cutting down on illegal activities and 
secure the safety of this portion of TeWinkle park. 
 
 Despite the locked gate, several Commissioners were concerned about safety in this area as if would 
not be well lit.  City Staff remains concerned and has placed the condition that this area be gated at both ends 
and locked from dusk to dawn every night. 
 
 We have no problem with this and agree to this condition. 
 
 

LIGHTING 
 
 As this request is coming after the conclusion of the installation of lights in the Bark Park, there 
would be no new lights installed in this expansion area.  As above, this is a concern for City Staff and this 
concern will be addressed by locking the gates from dusk to dawn. 
 

WATERING 
 
 Although the Commissioners did not seem to have a concern about the watering, City Staff was 
worried about the fact the sprinklers in the new area would be controlled by the TeWinkle system rather than 
the Bark Park system.  They felt this might cause problems – especially if grass died and mud developed. 
 
 Therefore, a major condition of giving us the land is that we do whatever plumbing alternations are 
necessary in order to change the sprinklers in this area from the TeWinkle controller system to the Bark Park 
Park controller system. 
 
 We understand that we cannot fence or open the area until these sprinkler alterations are 
accomplished.  This will be very expensive for us but we are hopeful that we can raise this money in a timely 
manner.  We have been approved for sponsorship and are also hopeful that we can find a sponsor in the near 
future to help us out with this project. 
 

TENNIS COURTS 
 

 Previously there was a concern that Mr. Lloyd –the tennis concessionaire – had not been informed of 
the hearing and had not been heard from. 
 
 As you can see in the Staff Report, Mr. Lloyd has been completely informed at this point and is now 
graciously supportive of our expansion into both small and general dog areas. 
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CONCLUSION – THANK YOUS 

 
GENERAL DOG AREA EXPANSION : 
 As the extension of the general dog area will involve using a portion of TeWinkle Park that is outside 
the current dog park, it is possible that this matter will have to be approved by the City Council.  If so, we 
request; 

• That the Parks and Recreations Commission recommend to the City Council that they approve the 
request to expand the general dog park area into the area between the tennis courts and the 
National Guard facility as set forth in Exhibits A, in accordance with the conditions set forth by 
the City Staff Report. 

 
 

We wish to thank all the Commissioners for their previous – and, hopefully, present -- support of this 
expansion project for the dog park.  Even though we were initially trying to be conservative in only asking 
for a portion of the area in our first appearance, the Commission approved the entire area – City Council and 
Staff agreed -- and we are especially delighted and thankful for that. 

 
We also wish to thank Councilperson Dixon and Allan Roeder for meeting with us and helping iron 

out our differences with Staff. 
 
We are especially appreciative of the gracious and selfless support of Hank Lloyd in supporting our 

expansion so close to his tennis courts.  We have always experienced a good relationship with Mr. Lloyd and 
it means a great deal to us that it will continue. 

 
Lastly, we wish to thank City Staff – especially Melanie Eustice and Peter Naghavi -- for working so 

closely with us and for their professionalism and support of Bark Park in both our expansion projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
PATRICIA ALLEN 
President 
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EXHIBIT A 
EXPANSION OF GENERAL DOG AREA 


