
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  FEBRUARY 3, 2009 ITEM NUMBER:  ________ 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR “RESIDENT ONLY” PARKING RESTRICTION ON BABB STREET 
 
DATE: JANUARY 22, 2009 
 
FROM:  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES – TRANSPORTATION SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION BY: PETER NAGHAVI, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: RAJA SETHURAMAN, MANAGER, 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES (714) 754-5032 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:
 
1. Approve, with an effective date of May 1, 2009, the implementation of a “Resident 

Only” parking restriction on Babb Street, between Baker Street and Denver Drive, with 
the exception of the easterly segment immediately adjacent to the Sommerset 
Citihomes development.   

 
2. Authorize the Transportation Services Manager to extend the “resident only” parking 

restriction within a maximum of 1,000 feet of Babb Street as needed, with a qualifying 
petition.   

 
3. Adopt the attached resolution (Attachment 1). 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City Council, at their meeting of January 6, 2009, considered a petition 
(Attachment 2) requesting the implementation of “resident only” permit parking in the 
segment of Babb Street, between Baker Street and Denver Drive.  The request was 
made due to parking impacts by the residents of the Sommerset Citihomes 
condominium development.  During public comments, many residents of the 
Sommerset Citihomes development expressed concerns regarding lack of adequate 
parking within their development and the safety of residents walking long distances to 
their homes late at night.  The attached map (Attachment 3) depicts the subject street 
and the surrounding area.   
 
In considering the residents concerns, the City Council directed staff to investigate on-site 
parking requirements within the Sommerset Citihomes development and to return with 
options to minimize impacts to the residents of Sommerset Citihomes should the requested 
“resident only” permit parking restriction on Babb Street be approved.   

ANALYSIS: 
 

1 

The Sommerset Citihomes condominium development, consisting of 111 residential units, 
was constructed in 1979.  In compliance with City parking requirements at that time, a total 
of 279 parking spaces were provided (278 spaces required).  Each unit has an enclosed 
two-car garage providing 222 parking spaces, and there are 57 guest parking spaces.   
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Transportation Services Division staff conducted a late night survey of the on-site parking 
with the development and finds the HOA enforcement of the overnight parking restriction to 
be very effective, as very few resident vehicles were found parked on-site.  This strict 
enforcement of guest parking restrictions causes many residents to park on Babb Street.   
 
Based on current City code, required guest parking may be reduced to 0.25 spaces per 
residential unit or 28 spaces (111 x 0.25 = 27.75 spaces).  Compliance with current code 
would, therefore, allow 29 open guest parking spaces to be used as resident parking.  This 
additional parking made available by reduction of required guest parking within the 
Sommerset Citihomes development will greatly relieve the need for parking on Babb Street 
by Sommerset Citihomes residents, should “resident only” permit parking be approved.   
 
In a recent meeting, the HOA president has indicated support for the change and believes 
this will greatly help to offset the loss of parking on Babb Street should the “resident only” 
permit parking be approved.  However, in order to allow time for the HOA to amend their 
Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&R’s) to legalize the conversion of their guest 
parking spaces to resident parking spaces, the HOA has requested deferring 
implementation of the “resident only” permit parking to May 1, 2009.   
 
Should the City Council approve the “resident only” permit parking restriction, signs will 
be posted allowing parking only for those vehicles displaying a valid permit.  Affected 
households may obtain a permit for their legally-registered vehicles upon providing proof of 
residence in the subject street segment.  Additionally, guest permits, valid for a 24-hour 
period, will be provided to residents for their visitors.  The City does not charge a fee for 
these permits.  Residents of Sommerset Citihomes will not be eligible to receive permits.  
Attachment 3 shows the limits of permit parking.  Note that the curb along the east side of 
Babb Street (seven parking spaces) adjacent to Sommerset Citihomes is not included in 
the permit parking areas and will remain available for all residents. 
 
While not expected due to the provision of more on-site resident parking, it is possible that 
the effect of this “resident only” permit parking restriction would shift some parking 
intrusion onto other nearby streets.  Therefore, the attached resolution provides the 
Transportation Services Manager with the authority to extend the limits of the permit 
parking area up to 1,000 feet in distance from Babb Street, as necessary, to address 
continued resident concerns.  This action will be based on each “extended” area meeting 
the minimum adopted guideline criteria, in addition to the submission of a qualifying 
petition.   
 
Notice of City Council consideration of this item has been sent to all affected residents of 
Babb Street, as well as the property manager and HOA president of the Sommerset 
Citihomes development.   

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 
 

1. One alternative is the removal of a portion of red curb on the north side of Baker 
Street, between Milbro Street and Babb Street, to allow additional on-street parking 
immediately adjacent to Sommerset Citihomes.  This segment of Baker Street is 
planned to be restriped to three westbound lanes in accordance with the City’s 
Master Plan of Highways (MPH) to improve traffic flow through the intersection of 
Baker Street/Bear Street.  However, the additional westbound lane could be 
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dropped at Milbro Street without any adverse impact.  This segment of Baker Street 
could accommodate approximately 12 on-street parking spaces.   

 
2. Another alternative to the requested “resident only” parking restriction is to 

implement time-restricted parking or an overnight parking restriction.  However, a 
time-restricted parking or overnight parking restriction will also impact the concerned 
residents and, therefore, will likely not be supported by them.  This type of parking 
restriction also places increased demands on the City’s Police services.   

 
3. A final alternative would be to not approve “resident only” permit parking.  This 

alternative would leave the street without any parking control restriction and will 
result in continued resident concern for parking intrusion by non-residents.   

FISCAL REVIEW:
 
The cost to manufacture and install signs for the implementation of a “resident only” 
parking restriction is approximately $750.00.  If authorized, funds are available through the 
existing traffic maintenance account for this purpose.   
 
Should City Council direct immediate removal of red curb on Baker Street to allow on-
street parking, the cost to remove red curb and modify existing striping is approximately 
$2,000.   
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
 
The office of the City Attorney has reviewed and approved the attached resolution as to 
form and content.   

CONCLUSION:
 
A petition was received from residents of Babb Street, between Baker Street and Denver 
Drive, requesting the implementation of a “resident only” parking restriction on this street 
segment.  Staff has conducted a series of parking surveys and has confirmed that the 
parking of vehicles on Babb Street unrelated to the neighborhood exceeds the minimum 
thresholds established in the Council-approved guidelines for consideration of “resident 
only” permit parking.   
 
Based on discussions at the January 6, 2009, City Council meeting, staff met with the 
president of the HOA and reviewed existing parking conditions within the Sommerset 
Citihomes development.  Modification of the ratio of guest parking spaces provided to meet 
current code requirements will result in 29 additional parking spaces for residents on-site 
and relieve the need for parking on Babb Street.   
 
The petition and parking conditions on Babb Street are in conformance with guidelines 
adopted by City Council.  Therefore, after considering all alternatives, staff recommends 
the implementation of a “resident only” parking restriction on Babb Street, to take effect 
on May 1, 2009.  In addition, staff recommends that the Transportation Services 
Manager be authorized to extend the parking restriction for a maximum of 1,000 feet 
beyond Babb Street as needed, provided a qualifying petition is received from affected 
residents.   
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RAJA SETHURAMAN  PETER NAGHAVI 
Manager, Transportation Services Director, Department of Public Services 
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