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RECOMMENDATION:
 
1.   Staff recommends that City Council adopt the Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Fire Prevention 

Fee schedule (Attachment 1). This adoption will result in an estimated $500,000 in         
additional revenue annually which will provide 100% cost recovery for the service 
provided. 
 

2.  Adopt Resolution approving 2009-2010 Fire Prevention User Fees and Charges     
     (Attachment 2).                   

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Fire Prevention Fees schedule has been developed at the direction of Council 
following Council’s vote adopting the Fire Prevention Plan Check & Inspection Fees 
Program. 
 
Fire Prevention Fees are considered “beneficiary charges” which are defined as 
payments made by consumers in direct exchange for government services received.   
 
The California Health & safety Code allows municipalities to recover the costs 
reasonable borne for services provided to the community.  The Fire Prevention Fees, as 
recommended, were calculated based on current labor cost to provide the service, 
including materials and overhead costs.  The proposed fees also consider similar fees 
charged in the municipal marketplace. 
 
Current fees collected for fire plan review are taken from the 1997 Uniform Building 
Code fee schedule and are calculated on the stated valuation for the project.  For 
example a recently completed sprinkler plan review was billed at $160.46 based on the 
1997 Uniform Building Code. An equivalent sprinkler plan review under the new fee 
schedule would be billed at $577.00.  This fee represents full cost recovery for the 
services provided and equates to the county wide average for a similar project. 
 
In addition the following new fee categories are being implemented: 
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• Apartment Inspection Fee (Health & Safety Code 13146.2 State Mandated 
Inspection) 

 
 
 

• Fire Department Business Inspection (As per 2007 California Fire Code 104.3) 
• Fee for Additional Required Inspections 
• Fee for Failure to Cancel Scheduled Inspection 
• Hazardous Material Filing Late Fee 

 
It is proposed these fees and rates take effect July 1, 2009. 

ANALYSIS: 

In evaluating and determining the proposed Fire Prevention Fees, staff considered the 
following: 

• Services appropriate for the Fire Prevention Fee structure were identified. 

• Fees data was collected using current salary/fringe benefit rates and overhead 
costs.  

The proposed Fire Prevention Fees reflect fire protection analyst salaries, administrative 
overhead, and benefit rates as applicable. 

Staff anticipates these fee increases will add approximately $500,000 to the General Fund 
revenues.  The anticipated increase would provide 100% cost recovery for the service.
 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

As Council has directed that a fee schedule be developed, alternatives included: 

1. Developing a schedule based on the mean average fees charge by other 
Orange County agencies providing the same, or similar services.  

2. Developing a schedule based strictly on the hourly, fully loaded, cost of providing 
services. 

During this process, it was found that using the hourly, full loaded, cost of providing 
services based on current Fire Prevention Analyst hourly wage provided a fees structure 
that nearly matched the mean average fees charged by other Orange County agencies.   
Because this method of fees development is fair, defendable, and meets the intent of the 
law, this is the format used to develop the fees schedule being presented for your approval. 
 

FISCAL REVIEW:   
 
Given the estimated activity level for fiscal year 2009-2010, the total additional revenue 
should approximate $500,000 per year.  These funds will be deposited into the City’s 
General Fund and be available for appropriation for the Fiscal Year 2009-2010 Operating 
and Capital Improvement Budget. 
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CONCLUSION:
 
The Fire department respectfully recommends that the City Council approve the adoption 
of the Fire Prevention Fees Schedule as proposed per Exhibit A.  This adoption will result 
in an estimated $500,000 in additional revenue annually for the services provided by the 
Fire Prevention Bureau.  
 
 
 
 
 
SUSAN GUZZETTA MIKE MORGAN 
  

Fire Protection Analyst Fire Chief 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MARC R. PUCKETT 
 

Director of Finance 
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