
 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT
MEETING DATE: May 4, 2010 ITEM NUMBER:        

SUBJECT: CIVIL CITATION ORDINANCE 
 
DATE: APRIL 29, 2010 
 
FROM:  KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW, CITY ATTORNEY  

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: KIMBERLY HALL BARLOW,  714-754-5399 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:
 
Give second reading and adopt the attached Ordinance Amending Title 1, General 
Provisions, relating to Civil Citations.

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Costa Mesa Municipal Code authorizes the issuance of civil citations for violations 
of the Code. Sections 1-44 and 1-46 provide for administrative review hearings, 
hardship waivers of the fine deposit, and appeal of the citation. Currently, the hearing 
officer is required to make a decision immediately at the conclusion of the hearings and 
inform the appellant of the decision at that time.  

ANALYSIS:
Hearings relating to civil citations can sometimes be volatile, as when the citee has 
been in conflict with the City or with neighbors for an extended period of time. There 
may also be some occasions where a witness may feel intimidated by the citee. Issuing 
a decision on the citation at the end of the hearing in volatile situations could lead to 
altercations. Furthermore, the hearing officer, in some cases, may need additional time 
to prepare and issue a written decision. Council gave the ordinance first reading at its 
meeting on April 6, 2010. The ordinance amendment allowing the hearing officer a few 
days to render a decision and notify all parties by mail is before you for second reading 
and adoption. 

CONCLUSION:
The proposed amendment to the Costa Mesa Municipal Code is intended to assist hearing 
officers in making fair and just decisions in civil citation administrative hearings. The City 
Attorney recommends that City Council give second reading to and adopt the Ordinance. 
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