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Photos — Garcia Recycling
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View from street driving by
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Residents walking to Garcia Recycling
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Board of Directors
Arlerie-Schafer
Robert Qoten

. Gary Monahan
Avthur Perry
James Ferryman

- Swaff
Seoit-C. Carroll
‘General Manager

Robin B, Hamers
District Engineer
(949) 631-1731

Joan Revak

Office Manager

Clerk of the District

Alan R. Burns
Legal Counsel

Muareus D. Davis

Treasurer .

" Phone

(949) 643-8400
Fax

(949) 650-2253

Address

628 W, 19th Streer
Costa Mesa, -Cdl
92627-2716
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istrict

... an Independent Special District

August 9, 2010

Planning Commission
City of Costa Mesa

. 77 Fair Drive

Costa Mesa, CA 92826

" Dear Commissioners;

_-With-regard-to the disposition of Costa Mesa residents wasie, the

Costa Mesa Sanitary District does indead recycle resident's -
waste and the materials are diverted from landfills. The follewing
is the process:

The District’s trash hauler, CR&R, Inc., picks up the materials on
collection day and the materials-are taken directly to the Materials
Recovery Facility (MRF) located in Stanton. After delivery, the
recyclables are sorted by hand and then separated by type,
washed (if appropriate), compacted, baled and prepared for sale
on the open market.

Should you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Scott CGarroll
General Manager

M

Protecting our commmmity's health and the.ewvironment by providing sofid waste and sewer collection seryices

WWH:CHMSDEA.§ov
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CITY OF COSTA MESA

Department of Public Services / Engineering

INTER OFFICE MEMORANDUM
TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Patrick Bauer, Associate Engine;¥
DATE: August 27, 2010

SUBJECT: GARCIA RECYCLING —739 W. 19™ STREET, COSTA MESA

A meeting was held on August 18, 2010, by Development Services and Public Services
staff, with Commissioners Jim Fitzpatrick and Stephen Mensinger to discuss concerns
expressed by Commissioner Fitzpatrick relative to potential water quality violations at
the above location. At the meeting the Commissioners requested staff to provide the
following information outlining findings of staff's investigation regarding the Garcia
Recycling operations and practices as they pertain to water quality requirements.

Garcia Recycling operates a collection facility for plastic bottles, aluminum cans and

glass bottles in the parking lot at 739 W. 19" Street. This business has operated at this
location since November 6 1989.

To prepare this report, staff reviewed complaint history and visited the location on
various occasions to observe their ongoing practice.

During staff's visits it was observed that recyclable materials at this facility are unloaded
by customers into mesh bins. Once weighed, the material is separated into barrels and
loaded into a truck or a container that remains permanently at the location. As
recyclable materials were placed in the mesh bins small amounts of residue were
allowed to fall on the ground and were subsequently swept and collected in plastic
containers lined with plastic bags. Rubber squeegees were used by Garcia’s staff to
collect spilled materials and to contain it in the immediate area of the mesh bins.

Staff also inspected the equipment, namely a truck used.to remove some of the
recyclables at the end of the day, and a permanent storage container kept on site.
Staff found there were no leaks, or evidence of previous leaks of liquid residues or
-engine fluids from either the truck or the permanent container.

Staff canvassed the entire area of operation, and found no evidence of any discharge
of materials or putrescible waste leaving the site. No evidence was found of any liquids
from this operation reaching the gutters on 19" Street.

Current Best Management Practices (BMPs) being utilized at the location by the
operator include:

e The collection site is continuously swept of any solid debris or waste.

e All bins, scales and containers used during the day are phlaced into the onsite
container or in the truck that is removed from the site at the end of the shift.



The collection area is cleaned with approximately 5 gallons of water and
Lemon Scent Simple Green to assist in cleaning and removal of any dried

liquids that may accumulate on the ground. The collection area is then
scrubbed with a stiff bristled broom.

Waste water resulting form the cleaning operation is collected utilizing a
rubber squeegee, and it is then collected in a waste barrel lined with a plastic
bag, and subsequently removed from the location. See Attachment “A” for a -
sequence of photos portraying the clean up methods.

Costa Mesa Municipal Code, Tile VIIi, Chapter 3, Section 8-30 (t) (Attachment “B") -
Definition of a Prohibited Discharge states:

Prohibited discharge shall mean any discharge which contains any pollutant from pubhc -

or private property to:

(i)
W
(iii)

(iv)

the stormwater drainage system;
any upstream ‘ﬂow, which is tr'i‘butary to the stormwater draina'ge system;

any groundwater, river, stream, creek, wash or dry weather arroyo, wetlandsA '
area, marsh, coastal slough, or

~any coastal harbor, bay, or the Pacific Ocean.

The term prohibited discharge shall not include discharges allowable under the
discharge exceptlon

A historicat analysis of the location indicated no reports or observations of discharges of
- liquids into the public right-of-way over the last 5 years. There is no history of water

guality complainis received over the same period of time; and there is no history of

water quality violations on record for this operation.

Attachment A: Cleaning Process Photos
Attachment B:. Costa Mesa Municipal Code, Title VIII, Chapter 3, Section. ..
8-30 (1)

c: Allan Roeder, City Manager
Kim Barlow, City Attorney
Peter Naghavi, Director, Depariment of Public Services
Kim Brandt, Director, Development Services Department
Ernesto Mufioz, City Engineer

b
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Costa Mesa Municipal Code, Title Viil, Chapter 3, Section
8-30 '

. (YProhibited discharge shall mean any discharge which contains any pollutant,
from public or private property to (i) the stormwater drainage system; (i) any.
upstream flow, which is tributary to the stormwater drainage system; (iii) any
groundwater, river, stream, creek, wash or dry weather arroyo, wetlands area,
marsh, coastal slough, or (iv) any coastal harbor, bay, or the Pacific Ocean. The
term prohibited discharge shall not include discharges allowable under the
discharge exception.

Yoo
Attachment B




