
CITY CHARTER SUGGESTIONS/COMMENTS 
(from Jan. 10 through Feb. 10, 2012) 

 
 
Since Dec. 6, 2011, the City of Costa Mesa has been soliciting input from residents and other 
interested parties on the initial draft of a proposed charter, or local constitution, for the City.  
 
The City compiled the first round of suggestions and comments on the proposed city charter (click 
here), and the City Council considered them on Jan. 10 at the first official public hearing. Some of 
those suggestions were incorporated into the second draft of the charter. The City will continue to 
solicit input on the charter for the council’s consideration prior to the second public hearing at 7 
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 13. 
 
The additions made since Jan. 28, 2012 are in green/gray. 
 
General comments to the City Council submitted between Jan. 10-Feb. 10, 2012 
 

 Slow down the process (6) 
 Don’t want charter (4) 
 Wants charter on June ballot (4) 
 Include a definition section. Much of it is ambiguous absent the definitions in other laws 

that would become inapplicable if the charter were approved. (1) 
 Charter is ploy to bust unions (1) 
 No collective bargaining (1) 
 Police shall arrest drivers who have no licenses and put them in jail (1) 
 The City Council needs to allow an elected commission of 15 citizens work on the charter 

(1) 
 Wants to see more citizen input (1) 

 
Suggestions to the City Council submitted between Jan. 10-Feb. 10, 2012 
 
Suggested additions, edits, deletions: Section 100, Municipal Affairs 
 

1. Suggested addition: Except as expressly set forth in this charter, the general law set forth 
in the Constitution of the State of California and the laws of the State of California shall 
govern the operations of the City of Costa Mesa. 

2. Suggested addition: Section 104. Since the general public in numerous public hearings 
and meetings have strongly expressed that there should be no Santa Ana River bridge 
crossings between Costa Mesa and her neighboring cities at either 19th St. or Gisler Ave. 
and since the city has maintained a Council policy of not supporting any bridge crossings 
at these streets and that these two elements of the Orange County Master Plan of 
Highways (OCMPH) should be deleted from the OCMPH since the early 1990s, it is the 
wish of the people of Costa Mesa to include that same policy along with the planning 
policy as described in the General Plan Circulation Element Circulation Objective IA.18 
as part of this Charter, unless and until that policy is changed by amendment to this 
Charter. 

3. Suggested addition: Section 104. No General Plan or Specific Plan will include any 
proposed or future Santa Ana River crossing, including the 19th St./Banning and 
Gisler/Garfield bridges, emanating or terminating within the city limits of Costa Mesa; will 
be included on any planning studies, traffic mitigation measures or approval of 
development projects without the approval of the majority of the electorate.   

4. Suggested addition: Section 105. Any Municipal Affair, responsibility, governance action, 
or authority not specifically addressed in this charter shall be governed by the rules 
governing general law cities in the State of California. 
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Suggested additions, edits, deletions: Section 200, Form of Government 
 

1. Suggested amend to Section 201: The qualifications for City Council shall include:1) 
citizen of the United States; and 2) resident of the city for a minimum of 3 years. 

2. Suggested amend to Section 201: City Council members must be residents of the City for 
more than 10 years. 

3. Suggested amend to Section 201: The person with the next highest amount of votes, on 
the most recent election, be appointed to the vacated position if he or she is still 
interested on being on the City Council. 

4. Suggested amend to Section 201: All matters concerning municipal elections including 
but not limited to, initiatives, referendums, recalls, voter qualification, qualifications for 
office, timing of elections and charter amendments shall follow the election Codes of the 
state of California as described for General law cities. 

5. Suggested amend to Section 201: There shall be a City Council consisting of a Mayor 
and four Council members. If a vacancy occurs in the office of Mayor, the Vice Mayor 
shall assume the duties of the office of Mayor until the office shall be filled at the next 
general municipal election. The assumption of the duties of the Mayor shall not require 
that the Vice Mayor relinquish his or her seat as a Council member elected or appointed 
from a district. If a vacancy occurs among any other members of the City Council, the 
remaining members shall within 75 days after such occurrence appoint a qualified 
resident voter of the unrepresented district who shall hold office until the office is filled at 
the next general municipal election. If the City Council cannot agree on one person to fill 
the vacancy, the replacement shall be chosen by lot. The Mayor shall be elected by the 
voters of the City at large for a term of four years beginning with the municipal elections. 
The Mayor shall be a voting member of the City Council and shall preside at meetings of 
the City Council. The Mayor shall act as chief executive of the City in performing all acts 
required to be performed under the laws of the State of California and this Charter. The 
Mayor shall be recognized as the official head of the City for all ceremonial purposes, by 
the Courts for the purpose of serving civil process and by the Governor of the State for 
military purposes. The Mayor shall have a voice and vote in all proceedings of the City 
Council and shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or as 
may be imposed by the City Council consistent with his or her office. At its organizational 
meeting, the City Council shall elect from among the Council members a Vice Mayor who 
shall exercise the powers and perform the duties of the Mayor during the latter's absence 
or disability. All powers of the City shall be vested in the City Council subject to the 
provisions of this Charter and to the Constitution of the State of California. The City 
Council is empowered to carry into effect the provisions of this Charter, to execute the 
powers vested in the City, and to perform all duties and obligations imposed upon the 
City by State law. 

6. Suggested addition: Section 206. Members of the Planning Commission shall be elected 
for two-year terms by the residents of Costa Mesa at large. 

7. Suggestion addition: Section 207. Members of all commissions and committees shall be 
chosen by an appointment committee consisting of equal numbers of council members 
plus current committee members and citizens chosen at random from a volunteer pool. 
(For example, if two council members and two members of the Arts Commission will be 
on a committee, four members randomly selected from a pool of interested residents 
shall be included. The method of including representatives of the public at large is used 
at other public institutions.) The appointment committee shall establish a job description 
and a list of desirable qualifications prior to solicitation of applicants. Any member of a 
hiring committee who has a personal relationship with an applicant—family, friendship, or 
business, must resign from the hiring committee for that particular position. Strictly 
professional relationships within the Costa Mesa committee or employee network would 
not exclude a person from the hiring committee. 

 
Suggested additions, edits, deletions: Section 300, Legislative Authority 
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1. Suggested amend to Section 300. After my [Perry Valantine’s] recent submittal, I realized 
that the 1/13 wording refers to passage, not the effective date of, ordinances. It should be 
modified to reflect passage not within 5 days and effective date 30 days later. At the 1/10 
meeting, Mayor Pro Tem Righeimer asked that the wording be changed to reflect current 
practice for adoption of ordinances. Current practice is in accordance with both 
Government Code Sections 36934 (ordinances may not be passed within 5 days of 
introduction, nor at other than a regular meeting) and 36937 (ordinances take effect 30 
days after final passage). Thus, the wording in the original draft charter and the 1/13 draft 
should BOTH be included. 

2. Suggested addition: Section 302. All ordinances will continue to be adopted in the same 
manner as described in California code covering general law cities. 

 
Suggested additions, edits, deletions: Section 400, Fiscal Matters 
 

1. Suggested addition: Require a vote of the people before any sale or lease of real 
property owned by the city. 

2. Suggested addition: Require a vote of the people before increasing any salaries for 
appointed commissioners. 

3. Suggested amend to Section 401: Prohibit no-bid contracts. 
4. Suggested amend to Section 401: Since the lack of prevailing wage and it's apparent tie 

with union workers is included, a statement must be included that requires the same or 
equivalent 5-year training of workers that are being hired for all jobs where the prevailing 
wage was required under General Law. This insures adequately trained employees. 

5. Suggested amend to Section 401: The provisions of California Labor Code Section 1770 
et. Deq. Regarding prevailing wages on public works and related regulations, as now 
existing and as may be amended, are accepted and made applicable to the City, its 
departments, boards, offers, agents and employees. 

6. Suggested addition: Section 403. Would like to see limits put on rezoning and eminent 
domain. I do not want the city council alone to decide these issues. 

7. Suggested addition: Section 403. The city is prohibited from enacting any law imposing a 
real property transfer fee. 

 
Suggested additions, edits, deletions: Section 600, General Laws 
 

1. Suggested deletion: All of Section 602. 
2. Suggested deletion: Section 603. [Comment: How would you determine that a contractor 

/ company used separate funds? Will the city be hiring forensic accountants? Sounds like 
the council members are afraid of being removed from office and want to control who 
offers input into the election.] 

3. Suggested deletion: All of Section 604. General comment: It is absurd to list these 
provisions in "General Laws-there is nothing general about them.  

4. Suggested addition: Section 605. Include a requirement that all lobbyists register with the 
city clerk and make the registration would be public. Require that lobbyists report their 
activities, also making it public. 

5. Suggested addition: Section 606. Require disclosure of ex parte communications. 
6. Suggested addition: Section 607. Electronic devices must be turned off during public 

meetings. 
7. Suggested addition: Section 608.No conferring with fellow council or commission 

members when the public is speaking. 
8. Suggested addition: Section 609. The use and disposition of all city parks and/or park 

land shall be governed by California code as described for general law cities and the 
general plan of Costa Mesa. 

 
Suggested additions for new Section 900 
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1. Suggested addition: Oversight review committee. A committee of a minimum of 10 
registered voter residents of the City of Costa Mesa shall be appointed by the city council 
within 30 days of the approval of this charter whose duty shall be the oversight/review of 
the charter, development and recommendation of appropriate amendments to the 
charter; (a) said committee has the authority to have/hold public discussions/forums to 
receive public input on charter strengths, weaknesses, needs, and abuses; (b) whose 
reasonable cost will be covered by the city; (c) who’s recommendations must be 
presented at a public hearing of the council within 30 days of receipt of the 
recommendations. 

 
Suggested additions for new Section 1100 
 

1. Suggested addition: Section 1101. Ex parte Communications. All elected officials and any 
appointed officials of those elected officials shall report, in a public manor, any ex parte 
communications with any interested parties on an issue before such official(s) prior to a 
vote on that issue.  

 
Suggested additions for new Section 1200 

 
1. Suggested addition: Section 1201. Pending Actions and Proceedings: No action or 
proceeding, civil or criminal, pending at the time when this Charter takes effect, brought by or 
against the City or any officer, office, department or agency thereof, shall be affected or 
abated by adoption of this Charter or by anything herein contained. 
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