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RECOMMENDATION   
 
Uphold or Reverse the Planning Commission’s decision to approve the project. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On December 9, 2013, the Planning Commission, by a 3-2 vote, approved the 
amendments to the existing planned signing programs for the Metro Pointe office and retail 
center located at 901 South Coast Drive as well as the affiliated property located at 950 
South Coast Drive (PA-89-36 & PA-87-133). The Commission modified the conditions of 
approval to allow display of City-sponsored and non-commercial/nonprofit events on the 
reader board signs.   
 
The approval to the Planned Sign Programs involved replacement of three freestanding 
monument signs and two project identification signs.  Two new pylon signs were also 
allowed that included 9-feet high by 18-feet wide, electronic changeable copy signs (Light 
Emitting Diode - LED reader board panels).  The Planning Commission denied the 
request for light-pole mounted banners. 
 
In addition, the Planning Commission approved installation of a new illuminated directional 
sign at the office property located on the north side of South Coast Drive.  
 
On December 16, 2013, City Councilmember Genis submitted an appeal of the Planning 
Commission decision (Attachment 1).  The reasons for the appeal cited concurrence with 
the issues raised by the dissenting Planning Commissioners.  Chairperson Fitzpatrick and 
Commissioner McCarthy expressed concerns  related to the amount of signage along the 
freeway and potential for sign glare. 
 



 

 
ANALYSIS 
 
Planned Sign Programs are typically reviewed by the City’s Zoning Administrator. 
However the request included two types of signs which are prohibited. Hence, the item 
was referred to the Planning Commission to determine if circumstances exist to warrant 
approval of the proposed electronic changeable copy signs and the temporary banners 
along the south side of the parking structure.   
 
The amendment to the planned sign program for the Metro Pointe office and retail 
center includes the following: 
 

1. Two new 53-foot high pylon signs, which include an electronic changeable copy 
sign (18-feet wide and 9-feet high); 

2. Three freestanding signs (13 feet, 4 inches wide and approximately 24 feet in 
height); to replace existing pylon signs  

3. Fourteen temporary banners (2 feet, 6 inches wide by 10 feet in height each) 
mounted on 7 light poles; and 

4. Two project identification signs:  
a. Replacement of the sign at the corner of Bear Street and South Coast 

Drive with a 11-foot, 8-inch wide sign with individual letters, 18-inches in 
height and a logo 5-feet, 2-inches in height; and  

b. Replacement of the sign mounted to the parking structure facing the 
freeway with a 44-foot wide sign with individual letters, 6-feet in height and 
a logo 12-feet in height.  

 
The amendment to the planned sign program for the affiliated office complex across the 
street from the Metro Pointe retail and office center involves installation of a 
freestanding, illuminated sign for directional purposes that is greater than 7 feet in 
height (approximately 12 feet in height by 6 feet, 3 inches in width) and is located within 
200 feet of residentially zoned properties.  Please refer to the Planning Commission 
staff report for more information (Attachment 2). 
 
A permit from the State Department of Transportation (CalTrans) would be required for off-
site (or third party advertising) advertising.  The applicant has indicated, and the conditions 
of approval require, that the advertisements would be strictly related to on-site tenants and, 
as revised by the Planning Commission, non-commercial (i.e. non-profit and/or City 
sponsored) events.  Because the advertisements are exclusively for on-site businesses, 
the applicant does not have to obtain a CalTrans outdoor advertisement permit. 
 
ALTERNATIVES  
 
The City Council has the following alternatives: 
 

1. Uphold the Planning Commission’s decision and approve Zoning Application ZA-13-22.  
The project approval may include any modifications to the project, including additional 



conditions of approval.  The project could proceed, subject to recommended conditions 
of approval. 

2. Reverse the Planning Commission’s decision and deny Zoning Application ZA-13-22.
If the project were denied, the applicant could not submit substantially the same type
of application for six months.

LEGAL REVIEW: 

The City Attorney’s office has approved the attached resolutions as to form. 

CONCLUSION 

Certain components of the proposed amendments to the Planned Sign Program conform 
to the intent of the City’s Sign Code as well as the City’s General Plan.  The replacement 
monument and retail center identity signs generally comply with the current Planned Sign 
Program. The directional sign also complies with the City’s Sign Code and the general 
intent of the planned sign program.  The pylon signs, with the LED reader board displays, 
and the temporary banners are prohibited in the City’s Sign Code. However, the Sign Code 
provisions, in terms of allowing Planned Sign Programs, permits greater flexibility for 
unique sites.   
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