
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
 MEETING DATE:  MAY 6, 2014                                             ITEM NUMBER:     

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION ON POTENTIAL REVIEW/REVISION OF 
THE CITY’S SIGN ORDINANCE  
 

FROM: PLANNING DIVISION/DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

PRESENTATION BY:   MEL LEE, SENIOR PLANNER 
 
DATE: APRIL 24, 2014 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: MEL LEE, AICP (714) 754-5611 

mel.lee@costamesaca.gov 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Provide direction to staff.  
 
DISCUSSION  
 
In December of 2013, at the request of Mayor Pro Tem Mensinger, staff prepared the 
attached memo summarizing the sign ordinances for freestanding signs for the 
following cities:  Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Tustin, Orange, Fountain Valley, 
Santa Ana, and Costa Mesa. 
 
The purpose of this memo is to obtain feedback from the City Council with regard to 
amending the current sign code.  Such changes could include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, the following: 

• Limit the number of freestanding signs allowed on a property; 
• Establish a maximum square footage for freestanding signs; 
• Reduce the height of freestanding signs (12 foot maximum height currently 

allowed); 
• Increase the landscaping requirement for new freestanding signs; 
• Establish an amortization period for nonconforming freestanding signs; and 
• Require that signs are in proportion to the size of the property. 

 
 
 
 

              
MEL LEE, AICP    GARY ARMSTRONG, AICP 
Senior Planner Director of Economic & Development /  
  Deputy CEO   
 
 



Attachments: 1. Summary Table
2. Memo Containing Sign Codes from Surrounding Cities

cc:  Chief Executive Officer 
 Assistant Chief Executive Officer 
 Director of Economic & Development / Deputy CEO 
 City Attorney 
 Public Services Director 
 Transportation Svs. Mgr. 
 City Engineer 
 City Clerk (9) 
 Staff (7) 
 File (2)  

http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2014/2014-05-06/NB-2-Attach-1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2014/2014-05-06/NB-2-Attach-2.pdf
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