








	  
October	  7,	  2014	  
	  
Leslie	  R.	  Sterrett	  
Nancy	  Honda-‐Sterrett	  

	  
	  

	  
Mr.	  Mayor/	  Council	  Members	  
City	  Council	  	  
Costa	  Mesa,	  CA	  
	  
Council	  Meeting	  	  
Planning	  Application	  PA-‐88-‐134	  A2:	  
Second	  Amendment	  for	  the	  Orange	  Coast	  Buick/GMC/Cadillac	  Dealership	  
	  
Dear	  Council:	  
	  
It	  has	  come	  to	  our	  attention	  that	  an	  amendment	  to	  Planning	  Application	  PA-‐88-‐134	  
for	  the	  Orange	  Coast	  Buick/GMC/Cadillac	  dealership	  has	  been	  submitted	  to	  
construct	  a	  34,000	  square	  foot	  second	  floor	  parking	  deck	  over	  the	  dealership	  
building,	  as	  well	  as	  over	  most	  of	  the	  proposed	  parking	  lot.	  	  This	  second	  level	  deck	  is	  
intended	  for	  vehicle	  inventory	  storage.	  	  	  
	  
I	  have	  been	  a	  resident	  of	  Costa	  Mesa	  since	  1961	  and	  at	  this	  address	  since	  1963.	  	  My	  
wife	  has	  resided	  in	  Costa	  Mesa	  since	  1983	  with	  a	  business	  here	  since	  2008.	  
	  
Let	  the	  record	  state	  that	  Nancy	  and	  I	  are	  opposed	  to	  the	  addition	  of	  the	  second	  floor	  
parking	  deck.	  	  	  
	  
According	  to	  the	  blueprints	  provided	  by	  the	  planning	  office,	  this	  new	  structure	  for	  
the	  second	  story	  parking	  deck	  will	  be	  25’4”	  tall	  and	  set	  back	  52’3”	  from	  the	  8’	  block	  
wall	  behind	  our	  property.	  	  The	  additional	  17	  vertical	  feet	  will	  be	  an	  eyesore	  for	  
many	  homeowners	  in	  the	  immediate	  area	  of	  Princeton	  Dr.	  	  Additionally	  the	  15’	  light	  
stanchions	  on	  the	  deck	  of	  the	  structure	  will	  bathe	  our	  property	  and	  that	  of	  my	  
neighbors	  in	  bright	  light	  all	  through	  the	  night.	  	  This	  will	  negatively	  impact	  our	  
quality	  of	  life	  in	  the	  evening	  and	  sleep	  at	  night.	  	  Subsequent	  to	  this	  plan,	  after	  
meeting	  with	  residents,	  the	  builder	  has	  proposed	  an	  adjustment	  to	  the	  stanchion	  
positioning	  as	  well	  as	  a	  curfew	  on	  the	  lighting.	  	  
	  
In	  addition	  this	  parking	  structure	  will	  impact	  our	  privacy	  by	  providing	  a	  22’	  high	  
platform	  for	  people	  at	  the	  dealership	  to	  look	  down	  into	  our	  kitchen,	  living	  room	  and	  
outdoor	  living	  area.	  	  Noise	  and	  noxious	  fumes	  from	  cars	  will	  also	  waft	  down	  from	  
the	  deck	  into	  our	  living	  spaces.	  In	  the	  past	  we	  have	  seen	  people	  at	  the	  dealership	  on	  
the	  parking	  structure,	  heard	  them	  making	  unacceptable	  comments	  to	  the	  
homeowners	  below	  and	  smelled	  their	  cigarette	  smoke.	  	  We	  are	  afraid	  these	  actions	  
will	  continue	  on	  the	  new	  deck.	  	  Any	  semblance	  of	  privacy	  in	  the	  aforementioned	  
backyard	  zone	  will	  be	  forsaken.	  	  Our	  quality	  of	  life	  will	  be	  substantially	  downgraded.	  	  



Our	  pet’s	  privacy	  and	  health	  are	  of	  primary	  concern	  to	  us	  as	  well.	  	  Noises	  emanating	  
from	  the	  structure	  or	  any	  visual	  sightings	  of	  people	  will	  trigger	  our	  dogs’	  natural	  
protective	  instincts,	  i.e.	  Barking.	  	  Excessive	  barking	  is	  stressful	  on	  pets	  as	  well	  as	  
neighbors.	  	  Our	  pets	  are	  all	  rescue	  animals	  having	  been	  saved	  from	  stressful	  
situations.	  	  It	  is	  important	  to	  their	  health	  that	  any	  additional	  stressors	  be	  mitigated.	  
	  
We	  are	  also	  concerned	  of	  a	  possibility	  of	  theft	  as	  people	  on	  the	  dealership	  deck	  will	  
see	  into	  our	  home	  and	  backyard	  and	  target	  our	  property.	  
	  
Subsequent	  to	  the	  original	  amendment,	  after	  meeting	  with	  residents,	  the	  builder	  has	  
proposed	  increasing	  the	  height	  of	  the	  parapet	  surrounding	  the	  upper	  deck	  to	  over	  6	  
feet	  tall	  preventing	  people	  from	  looking	  down	  from	  the	  deck.	  	  	  	  Additionally	  they	  
have	  proposed	  limiting	  access	  to	  this	  second	  level	  deck	  and	  intend	  to	  make	  the	  
dealer	  facility	  a	  smoke	  free	  environment.	  	  	  
	  
Lastly	  our	  property	  values	  will	  surely	  be	  degraded	  and	  a	  potential	  buyer	  would	  be	  
less	  likely	  to	  purchase	  the	  property	  with	  the	  view	  of	  the	  parking	  structure.	  	  Even	  
with	  the	  proposed	  camouflage	  of	  landscape	  vegetation	  this	  will	  continue	  to	  be	  a	  two	  
story	  building	  basically	  in	  our	  backyard.	  	  This	  is	  a	  definite	  and	  unacceptable.	  	  	  
	  
In	  summary	  we	  have	  various	  rights	  including	  the	  right	  to	  privacy,	  the	  right	  to	  own	  
property	  for	  our	  benefit,	  right	  to	  good	  health	  and	  the	  right	  to	  good	  will.	  	  Citing	  the	  
aforementioned	  concerns	  we	  are	  in	  opposition	  to	  this	  amendment	  plan	  to	  add	  a	  
second	  floor	  parking	  deck	  to	  Orange	  Coast	  Buick/	  GMC/Cadillac.	  	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Leslie	  R.	  Sterrett	  
Nancy	  Honda-‐Sterrett	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  



Exhibit	  A:	  
	  
Dashed	  line	  approximates	  height	  of	  canopy	  addition	  with	  setback	  at	  50’	  as	  seen	  
from	  back	  yard	  at	  442	  Princeton.	  	  Block	  wall	  height	  is	  8’.	  	  Light	  stanchions	  will	  be	  an	  
additional	  15’	  above	  the	  dashed	  line.	  	  	  
	  

	  






