
 
 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
MEETING DATE:  NOVEMBER 18, 2014 ITEM NUMBER:  CC-6   

SUBJECT: FINAL MAP FOR TRACT NO. 17705 LOCATED AT 2294 PACIFIC AVENUE, COSTA 
MESA, CALIFORNIA 

 
DATE: NOVEMBER 6, 2014 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ENGINEERING DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

ERNESTO MUNOZ, PUBLIC SERVICES DIRECTOR 
 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: FARIBA FAZELI, CITY ENGINEER, AT 714-754-5335 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the Final Map for Tract No. 17705 (Attachment 1), including the vacation of twenty-
five (25’) foot of a thirty (30’) foot-wide public utility easement and authorize signing of the 
Map by the City Clerk and the City Engineer.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Tentative Map for Tract No. 17705 and Conditions of Approval (Attachment 2) were 
approved by the Planning Commission on May 27, 2014. The Map consists of a 
subdivision to construct a 5-unit, two-story detached, small lot single-family residential 
development on a 0.47-acre parcel. The Map also includes the vacation of twenty-five (25’) 
foot of a thirty (30’) foot-wide public utility easement along the northern boundary of the 
property. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
All Conditions of Approval imposed by the Planning Commission have been complied 
with and the Final Map is in substantial conformance with the Tentative Map approved by 
the Planning Commission.  The Tract Map has been checked and found to be technically 
correct, and includes the release and relinquishment of access rights to Pacific Avenue.  
 
There is a thirty (30’) foot-wide public utility easement along the northern boundary of the 
property located at 2294 Pacific Avenue.  A portion of this easement, twenty-five (25’) 
foot-wide, is being vacated in conjunction with the Tract Map No. 17705.  The utility 
easement was originally dedicated by a reservation from the right-of-way vacation of 
Banning Place.  However, there are no underground utilities or the need to construct a 
public street within the reserved easement area.  The only utility lines within the vicinity 
of the easement are Southern California Edison’s (SCE) above ground power poles.  
Even though SCE’s poles are outside of the easement area, the overhead cross arms are 
encroaching into the easement.  Therefore, SCE has indicated that they only need five 
foot of the existing easement for maintenance purposes. 
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On October 27, 2014, a report was presented to the Planning Commission outlining the 
location, purpose, and extent of the proposed vacation of the public utility easement as 
required by Government Code Section 65402.  The Planning Commission adopted 
Resolution No. PC-14-48 (Attachment 3) finding that the proposed vacation is consistent 
with the City’s General Plan. 

Government Code Sections 66434(g) and 66445(j) authorize the vacation of twenty-five 
(25’) foot of the existing thirty (30’) foot-wide public utility easement upon the filing of the 
final map, provided written notation of the vacation is listed by reference to the record 
creating the easement and certified by the City Clerk. 

Public entities potentially interested in the easement were notified of the proposed 
vacation.  Southern California Edison was the only utility that requested reservation of a 
five foot portion of the public utility easement. 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

No alternatives were considered. 

FISCAL REVIEW: 

All Tract Map filing fees have been paid. 

LEGAL REVIEW:

The City Attorney’s office is in agreement that the Map Act allows vacation of excess public 
easements upon the filing of the Final Map in accordance with Government Code Sections 
66434(g) and 66445(j).

CONCLUSION:

There is an existing thirty (30’) foot-wide public utility easement along the northern 
boundary of the property located at 2294 Pacific Avenue.  SCE has indicated that they 
only need five foot of the existing easement to access their facilities.  There are no other 
underground and/or above ground utilities within the easement and the City has no future 
plans to construct a street in that area.  

It is recommended that the City Council approve the Final Map, vacate the excess twenty- 
five (25’) foot-wide public utility easement with the Map, and authorize the City Clerk and 
the City Engineer to sign the Map. 

FARIBA FAZELI ERNESTO MUNOZ 
City Engineer Public Services Director 

ATTACHMENTS: 1 – Final Tract Map 
2 – Letter of Conditions 
3 – Resolution PC-14-48 
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http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2014/2014-11-18/CC-6-Attach-1.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2014/2014-11-18/CC-6-Attach-2.pdf
http://www.costamesaca.gov/ftp/council/agenda/2014/2014-11-18/CC-6-Attach-3.pdf
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