
 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE:  JUNE 23, 2004 ITEM NUMBER:   9a  

SUBJECT: TREE REMOVAL REQUEST – SOUTH COAST REPERTORY, 655 TOWN CENTER DR. 
 
DATE: JUNE 16, 2004 
 
FROM:  PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT, MAINTENANCE SERVICES DIVISION 
 
PRESENTATION 
BY: 

BRUCE A. HARTLEY, MAINTENANCE SERVICES MANAGER 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: BRUCE A. HARTLEY, (714) 754-5123 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Commission deny the request for the removal of two (2) 
London Plane trees located at 655 Town Center Drive. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The City received a letter dated May 20, 2004, from Alan Almeida, Operations Manager for 
the South Coast Repertory, (see Attachment 1) requesting that the Commission review the 
staff denial of the request to remove two sycamore trees located at the above address.  In 
the letter, Mr. Almeida offers to replace them with two (2) thirty-six inch (36”) box-size 
‘Sunburst Honey’ Locust trees, Gleditzia triacanthos ‘Sunburst’ to match other plantings on 
the street west of this location.  The applicant indicates that the removal and proposed 
replacement tree species would result in a consistent, aesthetically pleasing look matching 
that of the Costa Mesa Regional Theatre District.  Mr. Almeida states in the letter his 
opinion that the two existing sycamore trees are out of balance and proportion with the 
existing landscaping. 
 
ANALYSIS 

The City Arborist conducted a field visit.  The two trees are actually not California sycamore 
trees.  Although similar in appearance to California sycamore trees, they are actually 
London plane tree, Platanus acerifolius.  The trees are growing in a parkway with a 
variable width of approximately five feet (5’) adjacent to a sidewalk, which is five foot (5’) 
wide.  The two trees are approximately fifty feet (50’) in height with a trunk diameter of 
seventeen inches (17”) and forty-five feet (45’) in height with a trunk diameter of 11”, 
respectively.  Both trees are in good condition, although exhibiting some minor disease, 
Anthracnose. (see Attachment 2). C.J Segerstrom and Sons planted the trees and have 
been providing maintenance of the trees.  The trees are located within the public right-of-
way.   
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The parkway trees along Town Center Drive are Sunburst Honeylocust.  They are 
approximately eighteen to twenty feet (18-20’) in height, with trunk calipers of 
approximately six inches (4-6”).  This species of tree is planted from Bristol St. east to Park 
Center Drive on the north and south sides of the street.  East of Park Center Drive the first 
two trees are the London Plane trees being considered for removal.  The next two trees, 



2 

located in the private landscape are also Sunburst Honeylocust.  One is a newly planted 
24” box-size tree, while the other is approximately ten to twelve feet (10-12’) in height.  
There are three White Alder trees located directly in front of the South Coast Repertory 
Theater, which blend into the theme of Alders and Sycamore trees that dominate the 
landscape between the buildings heading south of the theater.  These are mature trees 
with heights of approximately thirty-five feet (35’).  There are several young multi-stem 
Crape Myrtle trees as understory plantings located throughout the area.  They appear to be 
recently planted, averaging approximately eight feet (8’) in height.  The area surrounding 
the intersection of Town Center Drive and Park Center Drive has many species of mature 
trees.  Canary Island Pines, typically over thirty feet tall, are located on the north and 
southwest corners of the intersection, with mature eucalyptus trees over forty feet in height 
(40’) intermixed north of Town Center Drive.  Indian Hawthorn trees are growing in the 
median on Park Center Drive.  Canary Island Date Palms line the street along the front of 
the Performing Arts Building.  The Honeylocust trees present the only readily identifiable 
planting scheme for Town Center Drive. 

The applicant stated the two sycamore (Plane trees) were out of balance and proportion 
with the existing landscaping and that a change to Honeylocust would provide consistency.  
Staff concurs that the replacement with Honeylocust trees would match the existing theme 
along Town Center Drive and next to the South Coast Repertory Theater building.  There 
are no other London Plane trees located in the vicinity and the nearest Sycamore trees are 
several hundred feet away, adjacent to other buildings.  Due to the flowering nature of the 
Honeylocust tree, the addition of two in front of the theater would provide a continuous 
color theme from Bristol St. all the way past the front of the theater. 

There are no obvious signs of any hazards associated with the trees.  There is no apparent 
infrastructure damage and no claims of sewer line problems have been submitted.  The 
trees do not meet any of the criteria that would support a staff approval of the removal 
request.  The request was denied by Mr. Bogart, City Arborist and communicated in a letter 
dated April 16, 2004 (see Attachment 3). 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 

1. The Commission could approve the request to remove two (2) City parkway trees 
located at 655 Town Center Drive with the requirement that the trees be replaced in 
a three-to-one ratio, with two (2) twenty-four inch box-size trees, to be planted in the 
parkway at the same address, and that the applicant provide the City with two (2) 
fifteen gallon-size trees, for each tree removed, to be planted elsewhere on public 
property as specified in the Streetscape and Median Development Standards.  
Replacement species to be selected by the applicant from the City’s list of approved 
trees (Appendix B, C & D of the Standards) with all costs to be paid by the 
applicant. 

2. The Commission could approve the request to remove two (2) City parkway trees 
located at 655 Town Center Drive with the requirement that the trees be replaced 
with two (2) thirty-six inch (36”) box-size Sunburst Honey Locust trees, to be planted 
in the parkway at the same address with all costs to be paid by the applicant. 

3. The Commission could deny the request for the removal of two City parkway trees 
located at 655 Town Center Drive. 

 
 
 
FISCAL REVIEW 
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There would be no fiscal impact as a result of the alternatives provided, as all costs would 
be the applicant’s responsibility. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW 
 
No legal review is required for this item. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The trees that are the subject of the request for removal City parkway trees located in the 
public right-of-way at 655 Town Center Drive.  They are healthy and are not creating any 
significant problems with the curb, gutter and sidewalk or any buried utilities. The request 
does not meet established removal criteria as stated in the Streetscape and Median 
Development Standards, therefore staff recommends denial of the removal request. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________   ________________________________ 
BRUCE A HARTLEY    WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
Maintenance Services Manager   Public Services Director 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 Letter to City from Alan Almeida dated 5/20/04
 2 Photographs of Trees
 3 Letter of Alan Almeida advising denial dated 04/16/04
 
 
C: Alan Almeida 
 Operations Manager 
 South Coast Repertory 
 655 Town Center Drive 
 Costa Mesa, CA  92626 
 
 
 
 
File Name  062104- Town Center Dr Tree Removal Request 
Staff Report 

Date  06/14/04 Time  3:00 p.m. 

 
 

http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/council/parks/2004-06-23/062304-655 Town Center Dr Tree Removal Attachment 1.pdf
http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/council/parks/2004-06-23/062304-655 Town Center Dr Tree Removal Attachment 2.pdf
http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/council/parks/2004-06-23/062304-655 Town Center Dr Tree Removal Attachment 3.pdf

