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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that upon review of this update, the Parks and Recreation Commission confirm 
that the improvements of the Placentia Drain conform to the intent of the Fairview Park Master Plan.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Fairview Park Master Plan (Attachment 1) was originally approved in March of 1998 and 
revised in February of 2001.  The Master Plan includes the creation of a Seasonal Creek habitat 
and riparian habitat in the lower portion of the park adjacent to the Fairview Channel.  The Placentia 
Drain was defined in the plan as a gully which traverses the “lowlands” and continues along the 
western project boundary (adjacent to Talbert Regional Park).  The Placentia Drain would be 
improved to what is called a “Seasonal Creek Community,” using water from Fairview Channel 
through a pipe network that is designed to support the proposed habitat while enhancing the water 
quality of the storm water in the channel.  The drainage course would emerge from the Fairview and 
Greenville-Banning Channels near Placentia Avenue, travel across the restoration area, and enter 
along the base of the bluffs, returning to its historical flow pattern.   

With the availability of outside mitigation funds for this project, a consultant was hired by the City to 
begin preliminary design and concept plans for the Seasonal Creek area.  This preliminary work 
has resulted in proposed specific improvements for the area.  Attachment 2 shows a rendering of 
the proposed Placentia Drain improvements.   

ANALYSIS 
 
The Seasonal Creek Community included in the current Master Plan did not define the extent of the 
limits of the surface water.  The Master Plan refers to the portion of the Placentia Drain that 
traverses across the lowlands as a “Seasonal Creek Community.”  This general description is 
intended to describe a variety of uses such as wetlands and Coastal Sage habitats.  In order to 
support the marsh and riparian habitat surrounding the Seasonal Creek Community, the creek 
would have to maintain a specific amount of flow year round.  This requires the creation of a flow-
through basin and several marsh areas to regulate the water from the channels and enhance the 
water quality.  These basins will be designed to generate continuous flow to minimize mosquitoes.  
Insect abatement will be part of the design criteria for the Placentia Drain.  It is anticipated that 
mosquito fish or other control methods may be implemented to ensure vector control. 
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The primary source of water for this portion of the Master Plan is now envisioned to be the dry 
weather flow or “urban runoff” from the Greenville-Banning and Fairview Channels.  The dry 
weather flow is currently being diverted from the Greenville-Banning Channel by the County of 
Orange and pumped to the sanitary sewer for treatment.  It will be necessary to confirm the 
feasibility of diverting this water to Fairview Park.  The wetland basins will provide natural water 
treatment for the normal pollutants of concern found in this dry weather flow, utilizing the existing 
County pump station.  This station will remain a County facility and they will operate and maintain 
the station. 

The Seasonal Creek Community is proposed to consist of the following plant palette.  This palette 
will provide riparian habitat and water treatment surrounding the wetland basins.     

SEASONAL CREEK OR MARSH HABITAT: 
  

Common Name Scientific Name
California bulrush Scirpus californicus
Olneys bulrush Scirpus amaricanus
Southern cattail Typha
Mexican rush Juncus mexicanus
Yerba mansa Anemopsis californica
Wrinkled rush Juncus tenuis
Creeping spikerush Eleocharis macrostachva
Knot grass Polygonum arenastrum boreau
Hardstem bulrush Scripus
Douglas buccharis Baccharis douglasii (margins) 
Witch grass Panicum capollare L. (margins) 

  
This Seasonal Creek Community will consist of the following plant palette: 

WILLOW RIPARIAN HABITAT: 
  

Common Name Scientific Name
Black willow Salix nigra
Arroyo willow Salix lasiolepis
Black cottonwood Populus trichocarpa
Fremont cottonwood Populus fremontii
Mulefat Baccharis salicifolia
Emory's baccharis Baccharis emoryi
Slender creeping spikerush Eliocharis smallii
Yerba mansa Anemopsis californica
Deergrass Muhlenbergia rigens
California rose Rosa californica
California blackberry Rubus ursinus
Douglas baccharis Baccharis douglasii
Saltgrass Distichlis spicata
Tall nutsedge Cyperus

 

The implementation will provide between 20 and 22 acres of Seasonal Creek Community (includes 
marsh habitat and Riparian Community, or willow riparian habitat, per David Evans & Associates, 
City Landscape Architect).  This habitat would have limited access trails throughout.  The trails may 
also be closed during nesting seasons to ensure the beneficial use of the habitat by the native 
species. 
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The implementation of the Fairview Park Master Plan North West Quadrant will provide a significant 
amount of riparian habitat and enhance the entire park.  The proposed improvements have been 
widely accepted by various agencies such as the County of Orange, Orange County Flood Control 
District, US Army Corps of Engineers, Department of Fish and Game, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks, 
Surfrider Foundation, Orange County Sanitation District, etc.  The Army Corps of Engineers has 
proposed to contribute approximately $1M towards planting, monitoring, and maintenance of the 
Riparian Community during the first five years.  The improvements of the Seasonal Creek/Placentia 
Drain are consistent with the Master Plan to enhance habitat and marshlands.   

The present plan has been submitted to various City Departments as described in Section C-2 of 
Council Policy 500-11 (Attachment 3).  Since staff has determined that the proposed improvements 
are consistent with the approved Master Plan, this element would not require City Council review.   

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission may give input that the proposed improvements are 
inconsistent with the approved Master Plan and should be processed as a “substantial 
amendment to the Master Plan” pursuant to Council Policy 500-11. 
 
FISCAL REVIEW 
 
The construction plans and permits for the Fairview Park Wetlands and Riparian Habitat project are 
anticipated to cost approximately $500,000.  The City of Costa Mesa has received $22,400 from 
Standard Pacific Homes and $100,000 from C. J. Segerstrom & Sons which will be utilized to 
partially fund the generation of these plans.  The remainder of the funding for the project will be 
allocated from the Fairview Park implementation funds.  Sufficient funds are available for this 
purpose.  

The construction of the project can be done in phases.  City staff is presently looking at grants from 
the Army Corps of Engineers, Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, mitigation fees, 
and partnering with other local and regional government agencies.   

A Request for Proposal to generate construction plans and obtain permits for this project has been 
prepared and will be submitted to several consultants.  A Professional Services contract for this 
project will then be negotiated and the recommendation to award the contract will be presented to 
the City Council at the earliest possible Council meeting. 

LEGAL REVIEW 
 
A legal review is not required for this item. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In conclusion, staff recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission confirm that the 
improvements of the Placentia Drain conform to the intent of the Fairview Park Master Plan. 
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___________________________   ________________________ 
WILLIAM J. MORRIS     ERNESTO MUNOZ   
Director of Public Services    City Engineer 
 
 
___________________________        
RON MOLENDYK     BART MEJIA  
Fairview Park Plan Administrator   Parks Project Manager 
 
/ch 
 
Attachments:    1 – Fairview Park Master Plan Map
 2 – Placentia Drain Concept Plan
 3 – Council Policy 500-11
 
Distribution: Don Lamm, Deputy City Mgr.-Dev. Svs. Director 
  John Hensley, Police Chief 
  James Ellis, Fire Chief 
  Peter Naghavi, Transportation Services Manager 

http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/council/parks/2004-07-28/07 28 04 Fairview Mstr Pln Drain Attach 1.pdf
http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/council/parks/2004-07-28/07 28 04 Fairview Mstr Pln Drain Attach 2.pdf
http://www.ci.costa-mesa.ca.us/council/parks/2004-07-28/07 28 04 Fairview Mstr Pln Drain Attach 3.pdf

