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RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Commission approve the request for the removal of one 
Brazilian Pepper tree and several multi-stemmed Spanish Dagger (yucca) plants on the 
property line between 1961 Swan Drive and Fairview Park. Staff also recommends deletion 
of any requirement to replace the trees at this time, as future development of Fairview 
Park, as shown in the Master Plan, will include a coordinated effort to plant hundreds of 
native trees in various areas of the park. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Public Services Department recently notified homeowners with residences on Swan 
Drive whose property shares a common property line with Fairview Park that the City 
would be requiring them to remove any unauthorized encroachments that may be 
originating on their property and extend into the park.  This request from the City provided 
direction on how to address trees that may have been planted in the park by the property 
owners.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sorenson, the property owners of 1961 Swan Drive, notified the City 
that the tree growing on the property line behind their home and the yucca plants 
immediately adjacent to their property line inside the boundaries of Fairview Park, were not 
planted by them and were present when they purchased the property.  The Sorensons are 
requesting that the City remove the pepper tree due to its proximate to their wall and the 
likelihood that it will damage their wall in the future.  They are also requesting the removal 
of the yucca plants.  See Attachment 1. 
 
ANALYSIS 

The tree is a multi-trunk Brazilian Pepper tree, Schinus terebinthefolius.  See Attachment 2.  
The tree is growing within the boundary of Fairview Park, but is growing at the base of the 
property line wall behind 1961 Swan Dr.  The tree is likely a ‘volunteer’.  It has never 
received pruning by the City and is considered a ‘problem tree species’ by the “Streetscape 
and Median Development Standards” (Standards) due to the high incidence of concrete 
and infrastructure damage this species causes when grown in a confined planting space.   
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Brazilian Pepper trees are not California native plant species and are not included in the 
plant palette for the re-establishment of native plant communities in Fairview Park. 

This tree meets the criteria that would typically support a staff approval of the request due 
to its designation as a “problem tree species”.  However, due the fact that it is growing 
within a park, staff is bringing the request to the Commission for consideration. 

The yucca plants, or Spanish Dagger, Yucca gloriosa, are clumping, multi-trunk plants 
growing within Fairview Park approximately two to fifteen feet away from the property line 
of 1961 Swan Drive.  These plants are native to the southern United States, but are not 
California native plants and are not included in the plant palette that will be used to re-
establish native plant communities in Fairview Park in the near future.  The yucca plants 
have pointed, leathery leaves that may pose a liability for persons hiking in the park.  The 
plants are proposed to be removed during the vegetation clearing process that will take 
place in the near future, now that the park encroachment issues have been resolved.  
These plants are being brought to the Commission for consideration because they are not 
easily classified as a shrub or tree, so the authority for their removal is not clearly 
addressed in the “Standards”. 

In the future, as Fairview Park is developed, hundreds of trees will be planted in the park as 
part of the approved Master Plan, therefore staff recommends deferral of any replacement 
until that time, so it may be coordinated with a much larger tree planting project. 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 

1. The Commission could approve the request to remove one park tree, a Brazilian 
Pepper, located behind 1961 Swan Drive, within Fairview Park, with the 
requirement that the tree be replaced in a three-to-one ratio, with one twenty-four 
inch box-size tree and two fifteen gallon-size trees, to be planted within Fairview 
Park as part of future park improvements as specified in the Streetscape and 
Median Development Standards.  All removal and replacement costs to be paid by 
the City. 

 
2. The Commission could approve the request to remove one park tree, a Brazilian 

Pepper, located behind 1961 Swan Drive, within Fairview Park, with no 
requirement that the tree be replaced.  The City would pay the removal costs. 

 
3. The Commission could deny the request for the removal of one City park tree 

located behind 1961 Swan Drive. 
 

4. The Commission could approve the request to remove several yucca plants, located 
behind 1961 Swan Drive, within Fairview Park, with no requirement that the plants 
be replaced.  All removal costs to be paid by the City. 

 
5. The Commission could deny the request for the removal of several yucca plants 

located in Fairview Park, behind 1961 Swan Drive. 
 
FISCAL REVIEW 
 
The cost to remove the Brazilian Pepper tree would be approximately $100.  The cost of 
replanting would vary depending on the alternative selected.  A twenty-four inch box-size 
tree planted by a contractor would cost approximately $200.  Two fifteen gallon-size trees 
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would cost approximately $90 each if planted by a contractor. If the trees were planted by 
City staff not as part of a future project, the total wholesale cost for the three trees would be 
approximately $180-200.  Installation would be completed by park maintenance staff. 
 
The estimated costs for the removal of the yucca plants would be similar to those stated 
above for the tree removal. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW 
 
No legal review is required for this item. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The tree and plants that are the subject of the request for removal are City-owned trees 
located in Fairview Park behind 1961 Swan Drive.  They are not consistent with the plant 
palette for Fairview Park and, in the case of the tree, may cause damage to private 
property in the future.  The property owners and City staff are requesting the approval to 
remove the tree and yuccas to preserve private property and to prepare for the eventual 
replanting of the area consistent with the Fairview Park masterplan. 
 
The request meets the established removal criteria as stated in the Streetscape and 
Median Development Standards.  Therefore, staff recommends approval of the removal 
request. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________   ________________________________ 
BRUCE A HARTLEY    WILLIAM J. MORRIS 
Maintenance Services Manager   Public Services Director 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1 Letter from City to Mr. and Mrs. Sorenson dated 10/06/04
 2 Photographs of Trees and Plants
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