PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: JUNE 27, 2013 ITEM NUMBER: 9d

SUBJECT: TREE REMOVAL REQUEST - 1953 PELICAN PLACE

DATE: JUNE 17, 2013

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT, MAINTENANCE SERVICES DIVISION
PRESENTATION BY: BRUCE A. HARTLEY, MAINTENANCE SERVICES MANAGER
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: BRUCE A. HARTLEY (714) 754-5123

RECOMMENDATION

Approve the request for the removal of the City-owned parkway tree located in the public
right-of-way at 1953 Pelican Place.

BACKGROUND

The Maintenance Services Division was originally contacted by the homeowner on January
29, 2013 requesting that the City remove and replace the City-owned tree growing in the
parkway in front of the property. The City Arborist inspected the tree on January 30, 2013.
The tree did not meet Category 1 or 2 removal criteria. The Applicant was informed of that
decision.

On May 7, 2013 the Arborist reassessed the site due to a formal written request to have
the tree removed based on sewer issues. See Attachment 1. While reviewing the tree, a
plumbing contractor was on site and provided video footage of the sewer line and the
Arborist confirmed major root intrusion forty-eight feet (48’) from the clean out and within a
ten foot (10°) radius of the tree. Therefore, the request to remove the tree qualifies as a
Category 1 removal. On May 14, 2013 the site was marked for removal by the City's tree
contractor, West Coast Arborist.

On June 3, 2013, the Maintenance Services Division was contacted by Parks and
Recreation Commissioner Robert Graham requesting that the City halt the removal of a
parkway tree located at 1953 Pelican Place, after he observed the City's tree maintenance
contractor, West Coast Arborist, on site preparing to remove the tree. The Public Services
Director instructed staff to have the removal stopped and that the removal be agendized for
Commission consideration.

ANALYSIS

The City Arborist evaluated the tree, an American Sweet Gum, Liquidambar styraciflua,
and found it to be in good condition. The tree is approximately forty feet (40’) in height,
with a trunk diameter of sixteen inches (16"). The tree is growing in a five foot (5) wide
parkway adjacent to a four foot (4’) wide sidewalk. The aerial portion of the tree was last
pruned on July 10, 2012, by the City’s tree maintenance contractor. See Attachment 2.
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Minor lifting of the concrete parkway pedestrian pad was observed. No significant damage
to the sidewalk, curb and gutter was observed.

The request for removal is based on the blockage of the sewer lateral by tree roots.

Additional concerns the homeowner has with the tree:
e Huge roots are lifting the entire area.
e The tree drops seed pods causing a hazard and a mess.
e As aresult of the tree debris, residents are unable to park at the curb.

The tree meets the criteria for Category 1 removal, as stated in the Streetscape and
Median Development Standards. The Interim City Arborist and the Maintenance Services
Manager evaluated the tree location and the plumber's information in making that
determination.

The City Arborist evaluated the tree for possible relocation, but believes that due to the
cost of relocating the tree being greater than the value of the tree, and the low success
rate of relocating Liquidambar trees, relocation is not recommended.

The Applicant has been notified of the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting and has
been sent a copy of this staff report.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

1. The Commission could authorize the removal and replacement of the tree, per the
Streetscape and Median Development Standards, Section 4.0.1 — Health and
Safety Removals, with cost of removal and tree replacement provided by the City.

2. The Commission could authorize the removal and replacement of the tree, per the
Streetscape and Median Development Standards, Section 4.0.3 — Discretionary
Removals, which would require the replacement of the tree with one (1) twenty-
four inch box-size tree to be planted at the same address and two (2) fifteen
gallon-size trees provided to the City, to be planted elsewhere on City property.
The applicant would pay all removal and replacement costs.

If Alternative #2 were to be approved by the Commission, the tree must be removed
and mitigation trees provided to the City within one year from the date of final
approval, after which the approval expires.

FISCAL REVIEW

Alternative #1: If the request to remove was approved as a Category 1 — Health and
Safety Removals, the City would pay all costs. The cost for the removal of the tree would
be $320. The replanting costs for the mitigation trees (1 — 24” box size and 2 — 15 gallon
size) would be $425. Costs are based on current City contract prices. Total cost for
removal and replacement would be $745.



LEGAL REVIEW
No legal review is required for this item.
CONCLUSION

The parkway tree that has been requested to be removed is located within the public right-
of-way in front of 1953 Pelican Place. Staff reviewed the video footage of the sewer line
inspection and determined that the roots of the tree are damaging vital infrastructure, i.e.
sewer and that the tree is within ten feet of the sewer lateral. The tree meets Category 1
removal criteria and was scheduled for removal. It is therefore recommended that the
Commission approve the removal of the parkway tree.

BRUCE A. HARTLEY ERNESTQ MUNOZ
Maintenance Services Manager Public Sel\’r}ioés Director

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Letter from Property Owner
2. Tree Information
3. Photographs

C: Trena Tuppan
1953 Pelican Place
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-4731



ATTACHMENT #1

April 16, 2013

City of Costa Mesa
Maintenance Services Manager
P.0O. Box 1200

Costa Mesa, Ca 92628-1200

Dear Bruce Hartley,

I am writing to you today and regards to our tree in the parkway.

Having lived here for over 25 years, and making major home improvements
along the way, the time has come for us to address the problem with our
parkway “liquid amber”. Unfortunately, the tree has become a problem of cost &
safety.

Having a plumber come out is usually a yearly thing, but in February we had a
major sewage backup into our shower, tubs & toilets, Thankfully, it did not spill
onto the floors. We were informed that the main is cracked in full of roots and
the time has come to replace the main. (see attached copy from plumber)

Secondly, the trees roots have lifted the parkway and sidewalks. We replaced a
portion of the sidewalk 8 years ago and it is lifting again. We have an area of 10
feat in front of our home that family and guest have tried to park their vehicles,
but the rise from the roots make it a safety issue due to the height of the tree
roots and unsteady ground. We have had guests lose their footing and grab

for their partners. (see attached photos)

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, _
Xwﬁﬁi axp o

Trena & Greg Tuppan
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City of Costa Mesa
Maintenance Services Division

FIELD INSPECTION — TREE INFORMATION ATTACHMENT #2
Denlal ] Category 1] 2] 3]
Supporting X Category 1X 2] 3]
Date Request Received:  5/24/13 (date request to re-evaluate removal authorization received)
Name of Resident: Trena Tuppan Requesting Party:  Robert Graham
Address: 1953 Pelican Place Address:
Home Phone: Home Phone:
Work Phone: Work Phone:
Date Inspected: 6/04/2013
Inspected By: Daniel Dominguez lll - Interim City Arborist

Parkway Maintenance Report: ]

Tree Species: Liquidambar styraciflua F1 Removal Cost: (DBH x $20.00)= $ 320.00
Height: 40 Feet Width of Sidewalk: 4 Feet

Trunk Diameter: 16 Inches Size of Right-of-Way: 10 Feet
Health; Good[X] Falr[] Poor[] Date of Last Pruning: 7/10/2012

Is the Tree a good candidate for Relocation? ~ Yes[] No[X]
Likelihood of survival:  Good[] FairJ  PoorlX]

Comments: Extensive root system. Root ball requirements for this size of tree would Impact street,
curb & gutter, and walkway. Overhead secondary lines run through the tree. Estimated tree value
$3,260.00

Concrete Damage: Yes[ ] NolX
If Yos, describe damage:

Can the Tree be Root Pruned:  Yes[ ] No[] Date:

Root Pruning Comments; Root pruning will not address the issue of root intrusion into the sewer
lateral.

Date of Response to Resident:

Date Information Packet Mailed:

Photos Taken: Yes(X] No[_] Date Photos Taken: 6/04/2013
Photo #1: Street view looking south

Photo #2: Street vlew looking east

Photo #3: Street view looking west

Photo #4: Base of the tree 8
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Site Detall (33,671185077908,-117,93857119893)

District Address Locatlon Specles DBH Helght

16 1953 PELICAN PL Front-1 Liquidambar styracifiua 1318  30-45

AMERICAN SWEETGUM
Candition Maintenance Removal Priority  Estimated Value  Parkway Type Parkway Slze

. ~== Good Plant N/A $3,260 Parkway 5
<--Prev Neaxt-->
Utility Valld

No Yes

Crew Work Date Work Type Job #/Acct # Amount
WCA 5/24/2013 Tree & Stump Removal D-12 DSH 22986 $150.00
WCA 7/10/2012 Grid Pruning 22374 $46.60
WCA 7/23/2009 Grld Pruning 14385 $46,60
WCA 10/31/2007 Grid Pruning 11049 $45,10
WCA 3/29/2004 Grid Trimming 6173 $41.50
WCA 5/10/2001 Grld Trimming 3569 $40.10

attp://www arboraccess.com/Inventory/ InventoryDetailPop.aspx?InventoryID=1957780



ATTACHMENT #3















