PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: JUNE 27, 2013 ITEM NUMBER: 9g

SUBJECT: TREE REMOVAL REQUEST - 400 PRINCETON DRIVE

DATE: JUNE 17, 2013

FROM: PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT, MAINTENANCE SERVICES DIVISION
PRESENTATION BY: BRUCE A. HARTLEY, MAINTENANCE SERVICES MANAGER
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: BRUCE A. HARTLEY (714) 754-5123

RECOMMENDATION

Provide staff direction on the request to remove one City-owned parkway tree located in
the public right-of-way at 400 Princeton Drive.

BACKGROUND

This item was previously agendized for the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting of
May 23, 2013. At that time, with the Applicant absent from the meeting, the Commission
denied the request. Typically, an Applicant would receive notice of the meeting and a copy
of the agenda and the report. In this instance, the Applicant was not properly noticed and
was not provided an opportunity to be heard on the tree removal request. The City
Attorney determined that this makes the decision invalid. Due to the lack of notice, the
request is being recalled to the June meeting so that the Applicant may be provided full
due process.

The Maintenance Services Division was initially contacted by the Applicant on September
30, 2011 requesting that the City provide some relief from very large surface roots growing
into their property from the parkway tree. Root pruning was performed June 11, 2012
along twenty-five feet of sidewalk and a 12” deep root barrier was installed. No surface
roots were removed from the private property or the parkway at that time.

On January 23, 2013 the Applicant contacted the Maintenance Services Division to report
that the tree was leaning and had very large surface roots. The City Arborist evaluated the
tree and found that the tree was safe and still in good condition. It was noted that it was
causing a %" lift in the adjacent sidewalk. No further action was taken at that time. The
City’s removal process was explained to the property owner.

The City received a letter from the Applicant, dated January 24, 2013, requesting the City
remove the tree. See Attachment 1.

The Applicant's letter provided the following reasons for the removal request:

e Roots from the tree are growing into the Applicant’s front yard.

¢ The roots are damaging sidewalk and irrigation.

e The roots are preventing the proper care and maintenance of the turf.
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ANALYSIS

The tree is an American Sweet Gum, Liquidambar styraciflua. It is healthy and in good
condition. The tree is approximately twenty-five feet (25’) in height, with a trunk diameter of
ten inches (10”). See Attachment 2.

The tree is located in a five foot (5') wide parkway adjacent to a four foot (4’) wide sidewalk.
The aerial portion of the tree was last pruned on January 14, 2013, by the City’s tree
maintenance contractor. The parkway tree has very large surface roots extending fifteen
feet (15') to the east and ten feet (10°) to the west of the tree. The roots dominate the
parkway and are growing at the surface of the turf. Roots were observed extending into the
front yard of the property as well. The tree is currently causing minor damage to the curb
and gutter that was previously replaced. The tree has been root pruned on the sidewalk
side of the tree. Therefore, root pruning on the street side is not recommended to insure
the tree does not become unstable. See Attachment 3.

The tree does not meet the criteria for a staff level authorization for removal, as stated in
the Standards. The City Arborist evaluated the tree for possible relocation, but believes
that due to the cost of relocating the tree being greater than the value of the free,
relocation is not recommended.

The Applicant has been notified of the Parks and Recreation Commission meeting and has
been sent a copy of this staff report.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The Commission could authorize the removal and replacement of the tree, per the
Streetscape and Median Development Standards, Section 4.0.3 — Discretionary
Removals, which would require the replacement of the tree with one (1) twenty-four inch
box-size tree to be planted at the same address and two (2) fifteen gallon-size trees to
be planted elsewhere on City property. The applicant would pay all removal and
replacement costs.

If approved by the Commission, the tree must be removed and mitigation trees provided to
the City within one year from the date of final approval, after which the approval expires.

FISCAL REVIEW

There would be no fiscal impact to the City if the request to remove the tree was either
denied or approved as a Category 3; Discretionary Removal, as the applicant would pay all
costs.

For the Commission’s information, the cost for the removal of the tree would be $150. The
replanting costs for the mitigation tree (1 — 24" box size and 2 — 15 gallon size) would be

$425. Costs are based on current City contract prices. Total cost for removal and
replacement would be $575.

LEGAL REVIEW

No legal review is required for this item.



CONCLUSION

The parkway tree that has been requested to be removed is located within the public right-
of-way in front of 400 Princeton Drive. The tree is healthy and in good condition. However,
the extensive surface roots of the tree are damaging the adjacent sidewalk, pushing the
curb out, making turf establishment and maintenance difficult in the parkway and front lawn
of the Applicant. The tree is not yet full grown and will continue to increase in size as will
the roots. The roots are causing significant issues, with few available maintenance options
that would address the issues and not put the tree at risk for failure. The tree does not
meet the criteria for a Category 1 or 2 removal, therefore it is requested that the
Commission provide staff direction on the removal of the tree.
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ATTACHMENTS: 1. Letter from Applicant requesting removal of parkway tree
2. Tree Information
3. Photographs

C: Shawn and Stacy Scott
400 Princeton Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626



ATTACHMENT # |

‘"FT’F‘@ WED
January 24, 2013

To whom it may concern:

Hello my name Is Stacy Scott. My husband and | have lived in College Park for over 12 years now., We
love Costa Mesa, and our neighborhood. | am wrliting In regards to our “city owned” tree in front of our
home at 400 Princeton Drive. Over one year ago we contacted the city because the roots of the tree
had moved into our front yard area, damaged our sidewalk and were causing our front lawn irrigation
problems as well. To date the city has already come out and put in a root barrler and shaved the
sidewalk twice,

| am writing now because the damage to the sidewalk Is Increasing as the tree grows. It Is now cracked
all across and 1s ralsed on two sides by over an inch. The trees roots are also coming up out of the
ground which as petty as it sounds is not allowIng us to care for the lawn and keep things esthetically
pleasing.

Yesterday Danlel the City Arborist came out. He stated that the tree only meets category 3. Eventually
it will have to be pulled; but it does not have to be pulled today. 1 know that this Is the least of our City’s
worries. However, to me the problem is not going to go away. Actually It will only get worse, solam
asking If there is any way the tree can be removed. It costs the city to come out and shave the sidewalk,
which at this point | do not know if It is repairable.

Please consider the tree for removal.

Thank you,
Shawn and Stacy Scott
949-500-5400



City of Costa Mesa
Maintenance Services Division

FIELD INSPECTION — TREE INFORMATION ATTACHNMERTSS
Denial 4 Category 1 2 3]
Supporting O] Category 1] 2[] 3]
Date Request Received:  1/31/2013
Name of Resident: Shawn and Stacy Scott Requesting Party:
Address: 400 Princeton Drive Address:
Home Phone: Home Phone:
Work Phone: Work Phone:
Date Inspected: 4/3/2013
Inspected By: Daniel Dominguez lll — Interim City Arborist
Parkway Maintenance Report: [ ]
Tree Species: Liquidambar styraciflua F1 Removal Cost: (DBH x $15.00)= $ 150.00
Height: 25 Feet Width of Sidewalk: 4 Feet
Trunk Diameter: 10 Inches Size of Right-of-Way: 10 Feet
Health: Good[X] Fair[] Poor[] Date of Last Pruning: 1/14/2013

s the Tree a good candidate for Relocation? ~ Yes[] No[X]
Likelihood of survival: Good[ ] FairflX Poor[ ]

Comments: Curb, gutter, street and sidewalk would have to be removed and replaced. Cost to
relocate the tree will be greater than the tree value. Estimated tree value $3,260.00

Concrete Damage: Yes[X] No[]

If Yes, describe damage: Lifting of sidewalk panel. Panels have been shaved down, no trip hazard at
this time.

Can the Tree be Root Pruned:  Yes[] No[X Date:

Root Pruning Comments: The tree has been root pruned in the past. Additional root pruning will
affect the health of the tree and compromise tree stability.

Date of Response to Resident:

Date Information Packet Mailed:

Photos Taken: YesX] No[] Date Photos Taken: 4/03/2013
Photo #1: Street view looking north

Photo #2: Street view looking west

Photo #3: Street view looking east

Photo #4: Base of the tree 5
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Clty of Costa Mesa - ArborAccess Online Inventory History Report
Date Range: 1/1/2000 -4/12/2013

Work Type: All

Total Records: 6

STREET ADDRESS SIDE COMMON NAME WORK TYPE DATE COMPLETE
400 PRINCETON DR FRONT-1 AMERICAN SWEETGUM Grid Prune 1/14/2013
400 PRINCETON DR FRONT-1 AMERICAN SWEETGUM Grid Pruning 10/20/2009
400 PRINCETON DR FRONT-1 AMERICAN SWEETGUM Grid Pruning 1/8/2008

400 PRINCETON DR FRONT-1 AMERICAN SWEETGUM Grid Pruning 7/8/2004

400 PRINCETON DR FRONT-1 BRAZILIAN PEPPER Tree and Stump Removal 11/30/2001
400 PRINCETON DR FRONT-1 BRAZILIAN PEPPER Grld Trimming 11/14/2000

® 2003 West Coast Arborlsts, Inc.

http://costamesa.weainc.com/Inventory/SearchHistoryPrint.asp?FromDate=1/1/2000&To..,



faintenance Services Work Order rage 1 o1 |

..: Costa Maintenance ::.

View Thursday, January 31, 2013
Home | | Submita Request | List Open Records | List All Records | Search Change Pa;:;vgr;g I

ubject: Huge surface roots lifting sidewalk and growing onto private property.

ietalled description:
uge surface roots lifting sidewalk and growing onto private property. It's hard fo mow the front lawn with the huge surface roots,

teq'd date: 2011-09-30 Req'd by: Stacy Scott
049-
.ocation: 400 Princeton Drive Phone: 500-
5400
Vork Order Nr: 11091468 District: 14
jupervisor: City Arborlst Employee: Ortiz, Jim
N . Contacted
rall back needed: Y date: 2011-09-30
JSHA safety '
[OnCen: N Status: Closeod
sompletion date:  2012-01-18 . Inspection  2011-11-03
jours: 0 Minutes: 30 Material cost: 0.00
«ction taken:

1/03/11 - | spoke to resident and told her that our tree contractor will install & root barrier on the sidewalk slde of her home in the next couple of
reeks. Root prune 26 ft sidewalk side with 12" barrier. Given to WCA DD 01/11/2012 Verified completed by WCA Inc. DD

Password:

Costa Maintenance - © 2006 - 2013 ~ City of Costa Mesa

1ttp://intranet/facilityhelpdesk/view_req. php?rid=10441



Jaintenance Services Work Order

..» Costa Maintenance ;..
View

Home | | Submita Request | List Open Records | List All Records | Search

ubject: Tree Leaning

otailed description:
ree was root pruned in the past, it's now leaning. Large surface roots,

. . 2013-01-23 ( Request entered by: Daniel v .
leq'd date: Dominguez I1l) Reqg'd by:
.ocation: 400 Princeton Dr, Phone:
Vork Order Nr: 13010142 District:
jupervisor; City Arborist Employee:
. , Contacted
>all back needed: N date:
ISHA safety .
oncern: N Status:
sompletion date:  2013-01-24 Inspection
{ours: 0 Minutes: 20 Material cost.
ction taken:

rage 1 01 |

Thursday, January 31, 2013

Change Password |
Reports |

Stacy Scott
949-
500-
5400

14
Dominguez, Dan

2013-01-23
Closed

2013-01-23
0.00

1/23/2013 F1 Liquidambar tree in good condtion. Grow space an irrigated & 1/2' turf parkway. Tree previously root pruned on sidewalk side,
/2" lift in the sidewalk. WO generated for assessment. E-malled info to stacy@rockhaarbor.org. No addiional action at this time. DD

Password:

Costa Maintenance - © 2006 « 2013 - City of Costa Mesa

attp://intranet/facilityhelpdesk/view_req.php?rid=13427



.22 Costa Maintenance .

View Wednesday, Aprli 10, 2013
| Home | | Submita Request | List Open Records | List All Records | Search Change P‘“,:\';‘:;";{g {

Subject: Request for removal as a Cat 3

Detailed description:
Removal request for Cat 3 via letter to Bruce Hartley.

2013-04-03 ( Request entered by: Danisl

Req'd date; Dominguez Il ) Req'd by: Shawn & Stacy Scott
949-
Location: 400 Princeton Dr Phone: 500-
5400
Work Order Nr: 13040532 District: 14
Supervisor: Clty Arborist Employee:  Dominguez, Dan
Call back Contacted
needed: i o 2013-04-03
QGHA safety . Close
ST N Status: Closed
Completion 2049-04. Inspection 1 2_AAL
date: 2013-04-03 date: 2013-04-03
Hours: 0 Minutes: 20 Materlal 0.00

cost:

Action taken:
4/3/2013 F1 Liquidambar 10"dsh x 25' in good condition. Tree does not mest Cat 1 or 2 removal criteria. Generated field report

for commision. No addtional action required. Spoke to resident. DD

Password; |

Costa Maintenance - © 2006 - 2013 - City of Costa Mesa

htin: /fintrannt/fanilitvhelndask Arieav ran nhn?rid=13817
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